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MAJOR PROGRAMMES AND EVENTS TO PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE LAST 7 YEARS
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A- Celebrations

International day for Biological Diversity was celebrated at District
Headquarters on 22.05.2017. Rajasthan Biodiversity Board organized one day
workshop with the theme of “Biodiversity and Sustainable Tourism in
Rajasthan” at Forestry Training Institute, Jaipur (Rajasthan) on 22nd May,2017

Rajasthan Biodiversity Board organized one day workshop with the theme of “Biodiversity and
Sustainable Tourism in Rajasthan” at Forestry Training Institute, Jaipur (Rajasthan) on 22" May,
2017. More than 140 participants including scientists from BSI & ZSI, NGOs, government
officials, professors from universities, experts on biodiversity of Rajasthan people from tourism
industry, wildlife enthusiasts, and students from various parts of Rajasthan and the BMCs of
Tonk and Sawaimadhopur Districts attended the workshop. Resource persons of repute (List
enclosed) gave presentations on biodiversity of Rajasthan and issues relating to sustainable
tourism. The Forestry Training Institute, Jaipur facilitated the organization of the workshop. The
workshop focused on dissemination of information on the biological wealth of Rajasthan, the
impact of tourism on biodiversity, guidelines of sustainable tourism and mechanisms of
participation of the local communities in managing and sharing benefits of tourism activities for
promoting alternative livelihood to local communities without making any dent on the social and
cultural fabric of the society.



i d‘m

The inaugural session of the Workshop started with lighting of lamp by Honorable Chief
Guest Shri A.K.Goyal Principle Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF), Shri. C. S. Ratnasamy,
PCCF WP&FS; Shri Rajiv Kumar Tyagi, Chairman Rajasthan Biodiversity Board and Shri
A.S.Brar APCCF . The exchange of ideas and knowledge in the workshop among the various
stakeholders enriched their understanding of the theme of the celebration. It provided ideas to
expand the sustainable tourism activities in new areas to reduce load on the existing biodiversity
rich areas such as Ranthambhore, Keoladev and places like Khichan and Tal Chhappar, etc. The
workshop provided essential inputs for identifying and diversifying tourism destinations keeping
in mind the needs of tourists. The workshop would help in diversification of wildlife tourism in
Rajasthan from tiger centric tourism to other fauna, flora and adventure tourism. It would help in
investment in the tourism sector in the state and income generation for the local communities.
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Shri Rajiv Kumar Tyagi , Chairman Rajasthan Biodiversity Board gave Key note address in the
workshop. He said that “Our state has very rich tourism traditions which are appreciated by both
international tourists and the domestic tourists. The cultural diversity, folk music, colorful attires
with monumental forts, palaces, intricately designed and carved havelis, paintings, step wells and
temples have special attraction to the international tourists. Our State has also been endowed
with rich biodiversity. Lakhs of international and domestic tourists visit Ranthambhore,
Keoladev, Mt. Abu and the Thar desert every year. The government is paying special attention to
improve the protection status and promote ecotourism in other protected areas also such as Jawai
Dam, Kumbhalgarh, Jaisamand, Van Vihar, Kesar Bag, Talab-e-shahi and the Chambal
sanctuary. It has been planned to translocate tigers in the Mukundara hills Tiger Reserve by the
end of 2018. Various ecotourism sites have also been promoted in Rajasthan. Concerted efforts
are being made to develop grasslands in the Desert National Park and elicit support from village
volunteers to promote in-situ breeding of the Great Indian Bustard (Godavan). Our government
has also approved setting up of ex-situ breeding centre for the Great Indian Bustard. A survey of
the wet lands of the state was got carried out with the help of the volunteers to find out the
avifauna and to create awareness among the villagers. The locals have been increasingly
associated in wildlife surveys and protection activities. Our government is implementing one of
the largest programs in the country to provide cooking gas connections to the villagers in the
vicinity of the protected areas.

Geographically the state is divided in to the Thar Desert, the Aravallis and the east of Aravalli
regions. Climatic conditions vary from semi arid to arid to very dry conditions. The Thar Desert
also plays a very vital role in regulating the monsoons in the country. The Thar Desert is an
extension of the Sahara desert through Arabian and Persian deserts, whereas the Aravallis extend



towards north and south of the state. The Thar Desert is considered to be a unique desert since it
has Palaeartic, Oriental and Saharan elements of biodiversity. The Chambal River also holds a
unique position because it passes through Deccan Plateau, Vindhans and Central Uplands.
Proposals for constituting Biosphere reserves for the Thar Desert and the Chambal Landscape
are under consideration.

The rise in global temperatures due to increased human activity, erratic rainfall and loss of
biodiversity has become a major concern of the day because the very human existence is
threatened. The tourism also, as any other economic activity, has certain impacts. In 1988, the
United Nations World Tourism organization (UNWTOQO) defined sustainable tourism. However,
we have to estimate the negative impact of tourism realistically and take in to account the
reduction in the consumption of natural resources by local communities on account of the
alternative livelihood support that tourism provides. Tourism has a potential for inclusive
growth, with livelihood support to the poor, most disadvantaged, women and youth.

Tourism is primarily driven by the private sector. The actions of various players, along with
those of tourists and the local communities, determine the overall impact of tourism on the
environment, whether positive or negative. A sub-committee was constituted by the Government
of India comprising of expert stakeholders in 2010 for defining Sustainable Tourism Criteria for
India (STCI) and indicators. The committee submitted its report which is under implementation.
The Implementation of the Sustainable Tourism Criteria for India and Indicators for tour
operators and the accommodation sector may be done on voluntary basis.

Various stakeholders are participating in this workshop and | hope they would sincerely
deliberate upon the concerns of the biodiversity conservation, learn about the new avenues which
may be explored for promoting tourism in uncharted areas, work together to promote the
economic interests of the local communities and preserve biodiversity. Tourism may be
explored as a tool for conserving the biodiversity because it fulfils mutual interests.”



A poster on the theme of International Day for Biological Diversity(IBD) 2017 released by dais .

The Chief Guest Shri A.K.Goyal Principle Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF), in his
speech deliberated upon the importance of conservation of Biodiversity and eco systems. He
highlighted the importance of every small organism in an eco system. Shri. C. S. Ratnasamy,
PCCF WP&FS, in his speech highlighted the importance of local communities in conservation of
biological diversity. Shri A.S.Brar appealed all the stake holders to conserve biodiversity to
arrest the rapid pace of climate change. The inaugural session was concluded with presentation
of mementos to the distinguish guests by board officials.



The technical session of the workshop was opened by thought provoking lecture by Ms.
Tripti Pandey, a renowned travelogue writer and promoter of culture of Rajasthan on
“Sustainable Tourism”. She emphasized on preserving local culture and value system, reducing
pollution and training of tourism related personnel in fulfilling the aspiration of the tourists. Dr.
Vishnu Sharma, Dean Veterinary College, Jaipur gave presentation, “Biodiversity of Live Stock
of Rajasthan”, Dr. Ramesh Kumar Paliwal, BSI Jodhpur gave presentation on “Floral Diversity
of Rajasthan” , Dr. Sanjeev Kumar, ZSI Jodhpur gave presentation on “Faunal Diversity of
Rajasthan” Dr. Dau lal Bohra gave presentation on “ Sustainable Tourism with special focus on
north west Rajasthan” Dr. Satya Prakash Mehra, “Capacity Building & Sustainable Tourism” Dr.
Prahlad Dubey “Rajasthan Biodiversity with special focus on Chambal landscape” by Dr. Satish
Sharma , “ Rajasthan Biodiversity with special focus on southern Rajasthan” Shri Mukesh
Panwar “Field Experience on Butterfly in Rajasthan” .
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Then certificates were given to the participants for their active participation and valuable
contribution in conservation of Biodiversity. The program was concluded with a vote of thanks
by board official.

Other Programmes organized in the State

Twenty (20) different celebrations were organized throughout the State in collaboration with
Academic Institutions (Universities, Colleges and Schools), Non Governmental Organizations
and Village BMCs. The participants in these programs were Officers of District/Block level
relevant Govt. Departments, Teachers, Students and General Public. The details are as under:

Sikar District:

International Day for Biological Diversity(IBD) 2017 was celebrated by National Green
Corps, Forest Department Sikar and Rajasthan State Bharat Scouts & Guides at District
Headquarters Sikar.

District Collector Sikar Naresh Kumar Thakral inaugurated function at scouts District
Headquarters Sikar a rally has been organized in which around 500 Scouts, guides, school NCC
cadets and other volunteers have taken part. Kids were carrying posters related to environment. .
Also organizing the competition of Poster, Essay, Quiz etc.

A bio-diversity exhibition of forest department and scout guide was organized, with
more than 600 people including district collector, Sikar MLA Ratan Lal Jalaldar, Hariram
Ranawa, UIT Chair, were visited and appreciated the exhibition and received many information.
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Jodhpur District

International Day for Biological Diversity(IBD) 2017 was celebrated by Biodiversity
management Committee Khejadli Village

Nagaur District

A District level workshop and plantation of saplings done by Government officials, Public
representatives on this occasion.
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News on celebration of International Day for Biological

Diversity(1BD) 2017 on 22" May, 2017 in different Districts

Bhilwara District
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Bikaner District
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Dausa District
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Pali District
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