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AFTER RECENT incursions by
RussiandronesoverPolandand
Romania,thePolishgovernment
hasrevivedtalkofestablishinga
no-fly}oneoverUkrainetopro-
tect against further Russian in-
trusions.

“IfUkraineweretoaskus”to
shootdowndrones“overitster-
ritory, that would be advanta-
geousforus,”RadoslawSikorski,
Poland’sforeignminister,saidin
an interview with a German
newspaper published on

Monday. He added that the de-
cisionmustbemadewithNATO
andEuropeanUnionpartners.

Three and a half years ago,
Westernalliesrejectedapleaby
PresidentVolodymyrZelenskyy
ofUkraineforano-fly}oneover
his country. At the time, NATO
leaders said they feared that in-
stituting such a }one risked es-
calatingthewarandcoulddraw
Westernmilitaries into conflict
withRussia.

The nature of the Russian
threat has changed, as the
Kremlinnowreliesonmasspro-
ductionof long-rangedronesin-
stead of fighter jets streaking

through the skies. But thepolit-
ical challenges for a NATO-en-
forcedno-fly}oneremainsignif-
icant, analysts say, and
technological advances since
2�22havealsomadeitadifficult
propositionmilitarily.

Michael R. Carpenter, a for-
mer U.S. ambassador to the
Organi}ation for Security and
CooperationinEurope?,saidthe
Pentagonwas unlikely to sup-
port aWestern-imposed no-fly
}one because thatwouldmean
“this goes fromaproxywar to a
direct confrontation?.”

If Ukraine’s Western allies
didput themselveson thehook

for helping protect Ukrainian
skies, it would present a
dilemma. If they failed to stop
Russiandrones, itwouldexpose
NATO’s impotence. And if they
intercepted themwith costly
missiles, their only real option
with their current defenses, it
would rapidlydepletearsenals.

Justin Bronk, a senior re-
search fellow who studies air
power and technology at the
RoyalUnitedServicesInstitutein
London, warned that Europe
alonewouldstruggletostopthe
swarms of drones that Russia
nowemploys.

“Western air forces, espe-

cially European ones, are not
equipped to sustainably shoot
down such threats,” Mr. Bronk
wrotebyemail.

The NATO response to last
week’swave of Russian drones
over Poland showed the chal-
lenge.PolishandDutchfighterjets
armedwithmissilescostingwell
over $1million eachwere dis-
patchedtoshootdownseveralde-
coy drones, knownasGerberas,
costing just tens of thousands of
dollarsapieceorless.

ItwasthefirsttimeNATOdi-
rectlyfiredonRussianassets,but
the strategy is not sustainable,
Mr.Bronksaid.Evenignoringthe

cost, he noted, there simply are
not enoughmissiles in produc-
tionorstockpilestointerceptthe
drones Russia could flood into
anyno-fly}one.

Theonlymilitary intheworld
to face mass drone assaults is
Ukraine.Ithasdevelopedalayered
defense that includesmobile fire
groupsarmedwithmissiles and
heavyguns,fighterjets,interceptor
dronesandelectronicwarfare.The
workforthosetaskedwithanswer-
ingRussia’sonslaughtsistaxing.

Poland’sdefenseministrysaid
inastatementthatitexpectedjoint
trainingtotakeplaceonPolishter-
ritorysoon. NYT

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

PAKISTAN

ĺFakeĻfĒĒŞball
ŞeamdeħĒľŞed
fľĒmJaħaĄ

Lahore: A “fake” Pakistan
FootballTeamwasdeported
from Japan following the
revelation of its fraud, the
FederalInvestigationAgency
(FIA) saidonWednesday.A
human traffickingnetwork
was involved in sending a
22-member fake football
teamtoJapan,theFIAsaidin
a statement. The fakeplay-
ersweredressed in football
kits andclaimed theywere
registeredwiththePakistan
Football Federation. They
alsoclaimedtohavesched-
uled matches with a
Japanese club. "The 22-
memberfakefootball team,
whichmanagedtogeta15-
day visa, reached Japan in
June2�25. PTI

NEPAL

GĒƇŞŞĒbűild
ĺGeĄ-ZmemĒľial
ħaľkĻ: ReħĒľŞ

Kathmandu:Allgovernment
offices and educational in-
stitutions remained closed
acrossNepalonWednesday
asthecountryobserved“na-
tional day ofmourning” in
honour of thosekilleddur-
ingGenZprotests.Ithasalso
beendecidedtobuild 'Gen-
ZMemorial Park' inmem-
ory of thosewho lost their
lifeintheprotest, theRising
Nepal Daily reported. All
Nepali embassies andmis-
sions abroadwere closed,
withthenational flagbeing
flown at half-mast.On
Sunday, Prime Minister
Sushila Karki had an-
nounced that those killed
duringtheGenZproteston
September8and9wouldbe
declared“martyrs”. PTI

POLAND’SSUGGESTIONAFTERSUSPECTEDRUSSIAN INCURSIONCOULDRUN INTOPOLITICALHESITANCYANDMILITARYSHORTCOMINGS

ExplosionsintheskyoverKyiv,Ukraine,asUkrainiansoldiers
firedtowardRussiandroneslastweek.Reuters

A no-fly zone over war-torn Ukraine? Challenges forWest would be huge

MEXICO

SheiĄbaűmfiľŅŞ
ƈĒmaĄiĄūě5
ƊľŅŞĒleadI-DaƊ

Mexico City: For the first
time in 215 years of
Mexicanhistory,awoman
led the national cry of in-
dependence lateMonday
night,echoingtheoriginal
callmadebyapriestforre-
bellion against Spanish
rule. Itwas a deeply sym-
bolicmoment forMexico
and for President Claudia
Sheinbaum, the first fe-
male president in the
country’shistory,whohas
remainedpopularthrough
herfirstyearinofficewhile
weathering intense pres-
surefromPresidentTrump
over issues like trade and
drugcartels.Inherappear-
ance, Sheinbaumunder-
scored the importance of
Mexicanwomen and her
country’s sovereignty re-
peatedly. NYT

PresidentClaudia
Sheinbaum.NYT

‘Freedom to
speak up stifled’:
Ben& Jerry’s
co-founder quits

JerryGreenfield (left), and
BenCohenin1998.AP

New York: Ben & Jerry's co-
founder JerryGreenfield is leav-
ing the ice creambrandafter 47
years,sayingthattheindepend-
ence it once had to speak up on
social issues has been stifled by
parentcompanyUnilever.

In a letter that Ben Cohen
postedonsocialmediaplatform
X on Greenfield's behalf,
Greenfield said that he felt the
independence the brandhad to
speakonsocialissuesandevents
was lost to Unilever. “Formore
than 2� years... Ben & Jerry’s
stood up and spoke out in sup-
portofpeace,justiceandhuman
rights...,” hewrote.

“Thatindependenceexisted...
because of the uniquemerger
agreementBenandInegotiated
with Unilever... It’s profoundly
disappointing to come to the
conclusion that that independ-
ence,theverybasisofoursaleto
Unilever, is gone.” AP

STARMERLOOKSTOCEMENTTIESŋ TALKSMAYTOUCHONTARIFFS

DisplacedPalestinians inthecentralGa}a,Wednesday.Reuters

Israel opens
new route out of
Gaza city as toll
crosses 65,000

REUTERS
CAIRO, JERUSALEM,

SEPTEMBERMěō

THE ISRAELImilitary said itwas
openinganadditionalroutefor48
hoursthatPalestinianscoulduse
toleaveGa}aCityasitsteppedup
efforts onWednesday to empty
the city of civilians and confront
thousandsofHamascombatants.

Hundreds of thousands of
people are sheltering in the city
andmanyarereluctanttofollow
Israel'sorderstomovesouthbe-
cause of the dangers along the
way, dire conditions, a lack of
food in the southern area and
fearofpermanentdisplacement.

“EvenifwewanttoleaveGa}a
City, is there any guaranteewe
wouldbeabletocomeback?Will
thewar ever end? That'swhy I
prefer to die here, in Sabra,my
neighbourhood,” Ahmed, a
schoolteacher, said byphone. At
least 63 people were killed by
Israeli strikes andgunfire across
the Ga}a Strip onWednesday,
withmostofthecasualtiesinGa}a
City, localhealthauthoritiessaid.

They said the latest fatalities
took the Palestinian death toll
fromthetwo-yearwarbetween
Israel and Hamas past 65,���.
Palestinian officials and rescue
workers say the true figure is

likely higher as many remains
are trappedunder the rubble of
destroyedbuildings.Ga}ahealth
authoritiesalso reportedadrone
attack on a specialist children's
hospital,whichdidnotcauseca-
sualtiesbutforcedyoungpatients
andtheirfamiliesoutside.

DayafterIsraelannouncedthe
launchof its groundoffensive to
sei}e control of Ga}aCity, tanks
hadmoved short distances to-
wardsthecity'scentralandwest-
ernareasfromthreedirections,but
nomajoradvancewasreported.

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON,SEPTEMBERěō

FORMER CENTRES for Disease
ControlandPreventionDirector
SusanMonare} testified before
senators on Wednesday that
Health Secretary Robert F
KennedyJrfiredheraftershere-
fused to endorse forthcoming
vaccinerecommendationswith-
outreviewingscientificevidence
tosupport theguidance.

Monare}was ousted just 29
days into the job, overdisagree-
ment with her boss on vaccine
policies.

Republican Sen Bill Cassidy,
who chairs the powerful health
committeeMonare} is appear-
ingbefore,expressedskepticism
over the explanations Kennedy
hasgivenoverher firing.

He carefully praised
PresidentDonald Trump for his
commitment to promoting
health among Americans but
made it clear hewas befuddled
byMonare}’sremoval.Henoted
that senatorshad just approved
Monare}’s confirmation with
Kennedy praising her “unim-
peachablescientificcredentials.”

“Like, what happened?”
Cassidy said. “Didwe fail?Was
theresomethingweshouldhave
donedifferently?”

Monare}saidinhertestimony
thatKennedygaveheranultima-
tum: “Preapprove” newvaccine
recommendations fromanadvi-
soryCDCpanelthatKennedyhas
stockedwith somemedical ex-
pertswhodoubtvaccinesafetyor
befired. Thatpanelisexpectedto
voteonnewvaccinerecommen-
dationslaterthisweek.

FiredCDC chief testifies
overKennedy push to
alter vaccine suggestions

NICHOLASBOGEL-
BURROUGHS
SEPTEMBERěō

THE22-YEAR-OLDmanaccused
ofassassinatingCharlieKirksaid
intextmessagestohisromantic
partnerthathehad“hadenough
of his hatred” and that “some
hatecan’tbenegotiatedout,”ac-
cordingtoprosecutorswhofiled
amurderchargeagainstthesus-
pectonTuesday.

The textmessage exchange
between the suspect, Tyler
Robinson, and his partner pro-
videstheclearestexplanationyet
intoamotivationforthekillingof
Kirk, a conservative political ac-
tivist.Robinsonwaschargedwith
aggravatedmurder Tuesday, as
well as several crimes related to

his direction to his partner to
delete “incriminating”messages
andnot to talk to the police. No
lawyerislistedforRobinson.

Achargingdocumentfiledby

prosecutorsincourtsaidthatMr.
Robinson’smothertoldinvestiga-
torsthathersonhadgrownmore
political, and that his political
viewshadmovedto the leftover
thelastyearorso.Shealsotoldthe
policethathehadbecome“more
pro-gay and trans-rights ori-
ented.” Robinson’s partner,who
was livingwith him, had been
transitioning to being awoman
fromaman,prosecutorssaid.

The text exchange between
Robinsonandhispartnerwasre-
produced by prosecutors in the
charging document. It showed
thatRobinsonhadtextedhispart-
neraftertheshootingWednesday
about a note left under his key-
board,whichread, “Ihad theop-
portunitytotakeoutCharlieKirk
andI’mgoingtotakeit.”

The partner reacted with

shock, askinghim if hewas jok-
ing.“Youweren’ttheonewhodid
itright????”thepartnerwrote.“I
am, I’m sorry,” Robinson re-
sponded.WhenRobinson’spart-
ner askedwhy he had done it,
Robinsonwrote:“Ihadenoughof
hishatred.Somehatecan’tbene-
gotiatedout.”

Robinson then texted about
tryingtograbhisriflefromwhere
hehadleft it,nearthescene.

Robinson was raised by
Republicanparentsinsouthwest-
ernUtah, a conservative strong-
hold, buthadnever voted in any
election,accordingtoWashington
County election officials. In the
text messages to his partner,
Robinsonmentioned thathis fa-
ther “has been pretty die-hard
MAGA” since President Trump
hadbeenre-elected. NYT

‘Had enough of his hatred’: Kirk shooting
suspect’s texts offer insight into motive

TylerRobinsonat thecourt
hearingonTuesday.Hewas
chargedwithaggravated
murder.Reuters

Iran, E-3 powers hold talks over n-programme

REUTERS
DUBAI, PARIS,SEPTEMBERěō

IRANIANANDEuropeanminis-
tersmadelittleprogress intalks
onWednesday aimed at pre-
venting international sanctions
on Tehran over its nuclear pro-
grammebeingreimposedatthe
endofthismonth,twoEuropean
andone Iraniandiplomats said.

Britain,FranceandGermany,
the so-calledE3, launcheda3�-

dayprocessattheendofAugust
toreimposeU.N.sanctions.They
setconditionsforTehrantomeet
during September to convince
them to delay the “snapback
mechanism”.

Theoffer by theE3 toputoff
the snapback for up to six
months to enable seriousnego-
tiations is conditional on Iran
restoringaccess forU.N.nuclear
inspectors-whowouldalsoseek
to account for Iran's large stock
of enriched uranium - and en-
gaging in talkswith theU.S. The
statusof Iran'senricheduranium
stockshasbeenunknownsince
Israel and the US bombed
Iraniannuclear sites in June.

Wednesday's phone call be-

tween the E3 foreignministers,
theEuropeanUnion foreignpol-
icy chief and their Iranian coun-
terpart followed an agreement
between Iran and the
International Atomic Energy
Agencylastweekonresumingco-
operation,including,inprinciple,
theinspectionofnuclearsites.

Westerndiplomatshavesaid,
however,thattheaccordisnotde-
tailedenough,setsnotimeframe
andleavesthedooropenfor Iran
tocontinuestonewalling.

Iranian
Foreign
Minister
Abbas
Araqchi

REUTERS
WINDSOR,SEPTEMBERěō

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
kicked off his historic second
state visit to Britain on
Wednesday amid unprece-
dented pomp, intense security,
technology investments and
protests as King Charles and
otherroyalswelcomedtheirna-
tion's closestally.

TrumpandhiswifeMelania
are being hosted by the king at
Windsor Castle, the oldest and
largest inhabited castle in the
worldandfamilyhometoBritish
monarchs, where he is being
treatedtothefullarrayofBritish
pageantry from a carriage pro-
cession toa lavishbanquet.

Britainlaidonwhatitsaidwas
the largestmilitary ceremonial
welcomeforastatevisit in living
memory,andTrumphasmadelit-
tlesecretofhisdelightatbeingnot
justthefirstUSleader,butthefirst
electedpoliticiantobeinvitedfor
twostatevisits.“It’saveryspecial
place,”Trumpsaid.

PrimeMinisterKeirStarmeris
hoping to use that sentiment to
Britain'sadvantageashisgovern-
ment seeks touse the trip to ce-
mentthetwonations’“specialre-
lationship”,deepeneconomicties,
securebillionsofdollarsofinvest-
ment, discuss tariffs and press
TrumponUkraineandIsrael.

Starmer also wants further
progressontrade,afterBritainse-
curedthefirstdealwithTrumpto
lower some tariffs. Talks may
touchonremainingleviesonsteel,

whiskyandsalmon.“Theywantto
seeiftheycanrefinethetradedeal
alittlebit,”TrumpsaidonTuesday.
Polls showTrump iswidely un-
popular in Britain and Starmer,
facedwithplummetingpollsofhis
own and economic woes, will
needtoshowthathisroyaltrump
cardcanreapbenefits.

While the focusonThursday
will be ongeopolitics and trade,
Wednesdaywas all about cere-
mony.TrumpandMelaniajoined
Charles, hiswifeQueenCamilla
andotherroyalsforacarriagepro-
cession, the route linedby1,3��
Britishservicepersonnel.

Meanwhile,thousandsofpeo-
plemarched throughLondonon
WednesdaytoprotestagainstU.S.
PresidentDonald Trump's state
visit to Britain while a much
smaller crowdgatheredoutside
the royalWindsor Castle to give
himawarmwelcome.

(Left) PresidentDonaldTrump,KingCharles,
QueenCamillaandMelaniaTrump;andUS
Secretaryof StateMarcoRubiowithPrince
WilliamandKate,PrincessofWales,
atWindsorCastleonWednesday.Reuters

London:Fourpeoplewerearrested
onTuesdayfollowingaprojection
ofimagesofDonaldTrumpalong-
side sexoffender Jeffrey Epstein
onto the royalWindsor Castle,
wheretheUSPresidentissettobe
hostedbyKingCharlesduringhis
statevisittoBritain.

EarlieronTuesday,protesters
led by campaign group “Led By
Donkeys”unfurledamassiveban-
ner featuring a photograph of
TrumpandEpsteinnearWindsor
Castle,andlaterprojectedseveral
images onto one of the castle's
towers.Thepolicesaid inastate-
mentfouradultswerearrestedon
suspicionofmaliciouscommuni-
cations after an “unauthorised
projection” atWindsor Castle,

whichtheydescribedasa“public
stunt”.Thefourremainincustody.

Trump was friends with
Epstein buthadafallingoutwith
thefinancieryearsbeforehis2�19
deathinprison. REUTERS

London: Themayor of London,
SadiqKhan,hasaccusedPresident
Trumpof “fanning the flames of
divisive, far-right politics around
theworld,”continuingalong-run-
ningfeudbetweenthetwomen.

Khan, a Labour party politi-
cian who became the first
Muslim to hold the position in
2�16 and has since won two
more mayoral elections in
Britain’s capital, launched a
broadsideagainstTrumpandhis
administrationinanopiniones-
say published in The Guardian.
TrumptookaswipeatKhandur-
inghislastvisitinJuly,callinghim
“anastyperson”whohas “done
aterrible job. REUTERS

Londonmayor
says Trump ‘fans
flames of division’

The imageprojectedon
WindsorCastleonTuesday

Trump and Epstein images
projected onWindsor Castle

GAZA CITY earlier had
around2millionpeopleliv-
ing there. Israel estimates
about 4��,���people, or
4�%of thosewhowere in
Ga}aCityonAugust1�have
already fled.Ga}a’smedia
office says 19�,��� have
headedsouthand35�,���
havemovedtocentral and
western areas of the city.
Israel expects around
1��,��� civilians to re-
main inthecity, currently
facinggroundops.
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Additional route tomoveoutof area
isopenfor48hours, saysmilitary

Anti-Trump
protestersmarch
throughLondon

Caĺĺiage ģĺĎceŁŁiĎĀ ŚĎ laƃiŁh baĀįŭeŚ:
UKembĺaceŁTĺŭmģƄiŚh ĺĎƆal ģĎmģ
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HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBERěō

HIGHLIGHTING CHALLENGES
facedbyMicro,Small&Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) in access-
ing cheaper imported compo-
nents and rawmaterial, a high-
level Government committee
has prepared a set of “key rec-
ommendations” to ease the
stringentquality control frame-
work involved — from toning
down the technical assessment
to revamping inspections, The
IndianExpresshas learnt.

Accordingtosources,therec-
ommendations were finalised
after ameetingonSeptember6
of theHigh-levelCommitteeon
Non-Financial Regulatory
Reforms(HLC-NFRR)headedby
NITIAayogmemberRajivGauba,
which mainly discussed chal-
lenges faced by industries and
stakeholdersinobtainingcertifi-
cations under Quality Control
Orders (QCOs).

QCOs are essentially legal
CONTINUEDONPAGEū

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBERěō

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesdaymooted reintroduc-
tionofpenalprovisions,including
arrest, in The Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986, so that
farmerswhocontinuetoindulge
in stubbleburning canbeprose-
cuted.Thiswould“sendtheright
message” andact as a deterrent,
ChiefJusticeofIndiaBRGavaisaid.

Stubble burning — setting
cropresidueonfire—isakeycon-
tributor to air pollution in the

Delhi-NCRarea,especiallyinwin-
terwhenpollutionlevelsspike.

The two-judge bench of CJI
Gavai and Justice K Vinod
Chandranwas hearing amatter
related to filling of vacancies in
the Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM), the

CONTINUEDONPAGEū

BUSINESSASUSUAL

BYUNNY

CELEBRATESō5THBIRTHDAY INMPFTABYYEAR-END, TALKSTODIVERSIFYSUPPLYCHAINS

ANANDMOHANJ
BHOPAL,SEPTEMBERěō

CELEBRATINGHIS75thbirthday
inMadhyaPradesh’sDhardistrict,
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
saidWednesday that Indian sol-
diersbroughtPakistantoitsknees
intheblinkofaneyeasIndiaisnot
scaredofanyone’snuclearthreats

CONTINUEDONPAGEū

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwithMadhĀaPradeshChief
MinisterMohanYadav inDharonWednesdaĀ.PTI

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBERěō

AT A time when New Delhi is
takingonestepatatimeindeal-
ingwith the US administration
underPresidentDonaldTrump,
theEuropeanUnionannounced
“anewstrategic agenda to raise
bilateralrelationswithIndiatoa
higher level”. This includes a
range of areas from trade and
technology to defence, security,
connectivityandclimatechange.

Announcing the initiative,

EuropeanCommissionPresident
Ursula vonder Leyen said, “Now
is the time to double down on
partnershipsrootedinsharedin-
terests and guided by common
values.With our newEU-India
strategy,we are taking our rela-
tionshiptothenextlevel.”Earlier,
theEuropeanCommissionandits
HighRepresentativeKajaKallas,
who is the topdiplomat leading
EU’sforeignpolicy,adoptedajoint
communication outlining the
‘NewStrategicEU-IndiaAgenda’.

Kallas, however, said the
CONTINUEDONPAGEū

To help MSMEs
access imports,
panel for easing
quality control
framework

HEARINGONVACANCIES INPOLLUTIONBOARDS

Putting some behind bars
will send right message:
SC on stubble burning

THEEUviewsIndia,the
world’sfastest-growing
majoreconomy,asavital
partner.TheEUdocument
welcomesIndia’sriseasa
globalpower,whichcre-
atesnewopportunitiesfor
strategiccooperation.
India’ssuccessbenefits
theEU,justastheEU’s
successbenefitsIndia.
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This India does not
fear nuclear threats,
brought Pakistan
to its knees: ModiReadytoinvestinsharedfuturewithIndia:UrsulavonderLeyen

Tĺade, Śech, defeĀce: EU ĺĎllŁ ĎŭŚ
ĀeƄŁŚĺaŚegic ĺĎadmaģ fĎĺ IĀdia

CJI:Youtake
them(along)
...useboth
carrotas
wellasstick

First time, India’s CO2
emissions from power
sector dip in Jan-June
AMITABHSINHA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBERěō

BREAKING A long-term trend,
carbon dioxide emissions from
India’s electricity sector in the
first half of this year have
showedamarginaldeclinecom-
pared to the same period last
year,anewanalysishasrevealed.

This is the first time that
emissions from any sector in
India over half-a-year period
have dropped, outside of the
Covidyears.Therelativelymilder

summertemperaturesandgood
monsoonrainfallwereanimpor-
tantcontributory factor.

The analysis by Bengaluru-
based Centre for Research on
EnergyandCleanAir (CREA) for
Carbon Brief, a UK-based cli-
mate-focussed publication,
shows that the CO2 emissions
fromIndia’selectricitysectorbe-
tweenJanuaryandJunethisyear
dropped1percentcomparedto
the firsthalf of 2�24.

Thisissignificantbecausethe
electricity sector is the largest

CONTINUEDONPAGEū

Three joint military
stations, tri-services
Education Corps to
boost integration

COMBINEDCOMMANDERSĻCONFERENCEENDS

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBERěō

INAmovetobringgreater joint-
ness and integration among the
Armed Forces, India’s topmili-
taryhierarchyonWednesdayde-
cidedtoformthreejointmilitary
stations—thefirstinthecountry
— and also agreed tomerge the
educationbranches of the three
defenceservicesintoasingletri-
servicesEducationCorps.

Thedecisions,announcedon
the final day of the three-day
CombinedCommanders’Confe-
renceheldinKolkata,comeamid
ongoing discussions on creating
integratedtheatrecommands.

While the locations of the

threejointmilitarystationsarenot
knownimmediately,sourcestold
TheIndianExpressthatafewsites,
includingMumbai, Bengaluru,
Ahmedabad, Gwalior, Pune and
Secunderbad, have been under
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TheCDSwiththethree
servicechiefs inKolkata.
X/@HQ_IDS_India
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contributor to India’s green-
housegasemissions,accounting
for almost 4� per cent of the
country’s annual emissions.
India’s emissions, the third
largest in theworld, have been
rising steadily over the years, in
sync with its expanding econ-
omy,andthisisthefirsttimethat
adrophasbeenwitnessedeven
at thesectoral level.

A flattening in India’s emis-
sions trajectory is likely to have
aglobal impact.

The analysis suggests that
emissions from India’s electric-
ity sector may peak by 2�3�,
muchearlierthanpreviouslyex-
pected. New capacity additions
innon-fossil fuelbasedelectric-
ity, likerenewables,nuclearand
hydro, are likely to outpace the
growth in power demand by
that time.Thismeans that India
may not need to deploy addi-
tional coal-based electricity to
meet the increase in electricity
demand.

The growing ability of solar
andwind tomeet the peak de-
mands in electricity with the
help of storage could result in

flat-lining coal-powered elec-
tricitygeneration,andtheemis-
sions associated with it, the
analysis said.

The1percentdropinpower
sector emissions in the first half
of this year could be attributed
tolowerelectricitydemandand
faster growth in generation of
clean electricity. The drop in
electricity demandwasmainly
becausethesummerseasonthis
yearwasrelativelylesshotcom-
pared to 2�24. Therewere rela-
tivelyfewheatwaveperiods,and
not as intense as last year. Also,
therewasplentifulrainfall inthe
pre-monsoonMarch-May pe-
riod, about 3� per cent higher
thannormal.

Relatively lower tempera-
turesandhigherrainfallreduced
the need for air-conditioning,
whichaccountsforabout1�per
cent of India’s electricity de-
mand during the summer
months.

But, as Anubha Aggarwal,
India analyst at CREA and a co-
author of the analysis, pointed
out, the drop in emissions was
caused by some structural fac-

torsaswell,mostnotablytheac-
celerateddeploymentofrenew-
able energy. India added 25.1
GWof clean electricity capacity
inthefirsthalfof thisyear,about
7�percentmore than itdid last
year,whichitselfwasarecordat
that time. This had a direct im-
pactonelectricitygenerationas
well.

The analysis found that the
total power generation in the
firsthalfof theyearincreasedby
9 TWh (Terawatt hour), com-
pared to the corresponding pe-
riod lastyear.

But fossil fuel-basedgenera-
tion,mainly fromcoal, fellby29
TWh,whilegenerationfromso-
lar increased by 17 TWh, and
that fromwind rose by 9 TWh.
Hydropower generation in-
creasedby9TWhwhilenuclear
roseby3TWh.Thishighergen-
eration from cleaner sources
contributedtothedropinemis-
sions.

On Tuesday, Pralhad Joshi,
MinisterforNewandRenewable
Energy, said that India installed
23GWofnon-fossilfuelelectric-
ity capacity in the first five

months of this fiscal (April to
August)andthiswaslikelytoget
doubledintheremainingpartof
theyear.

“The ongoing clean energy
expansion over the next five
years is expected to shift the
structuraltrendinanimportant
way, likely leading to a peak in
the power sector emissions by
then,”Aggarwal said.

India is targeting 5��GWof
installednon-fossilelectricityca-
pacityby2�3�,ofwhich252GW
has already been achieved.
Projectsalreadyinthepipeline,if
executed before 2�3�, were
enough to take the installed ca-
pacity to 482 GW, the analysis
said.

CREAhasuseddatafromvar-
ious government agencies to
carryoutitsanalysis. India’soffi-
cialemissionsdata,bothsectoral
aswell as overall, is released by
the government from time to
time,usuallypertaining toape-
riodfourtofiveyearsinthepast.
The last official emissions data
was released in December last
year, and it contained green-
housegas inventory for2�2�.

Trade to tech: EU rolls out
new strategic agenda for India
College of Commissioners
(members of 27 EU countries)
hashesitationsonareaswhere
they have disagreements.
“India’sparticipation inRussian
military exercises and its pur-
chaseofRussianoil stand inthe
wayof closer ties,” shesaid.The
European Union has flagged
this issuewith India in thepast
too.

PresidentvonderLeyenalso
saidEUwascommittedtofinal-
ising a Free Trade Agreement
by the endof the year. She said
Europe is already India’s
biggest tradingpartner, isopen
forbusiness,andreadyto invest
in a shared future with India.
“The free tradeagreementwith
Indiawill be the largest deal of
its kind anywhere in the
world,” she said.

“On the day we launched
our new EU-India strategy, I
had the pleasure of wishing
@narendramodi a very happy
birthday,” she posted later on
socialmediaplatformX. “I look
forward to visiting India again
for our next Summit. Together
we’ll openanewchapter inour
partnership.Wealsodiscussed
progress in our ongoing trade
talks andhowwecanwork to-
gether to effectively support
Ukraine’s fight for freedom,”
she said in the post.

Modi thanked her for the
birthday greetings. “Delighted
to know about the 'New
Strategic EU-India Agenda'
adoptedtoday. India is readyto
take the India-EU relationship
tothenext level. It isourshared
commitment, shared goal, and
shared responsibility. We re-
main committed to an early

and peaceful resolution of the
Ukraine conflict,” he said onX.

Separately, the Prime
Minister’sOffice said inastate-
ment that the two leaders
“welcomedefforts towards fur-
ther strengthening the India-
EU Strategic Partnership for
mutualprosperity,aswellas for
jointlyaddressingglobal issues,
fosteringstability, andpromot-
ingarules-basedorder”. “India
remainscommittedforanearly
and peaceful resolution of the
conflict inUkraine,” it said.

Prime Minister Modi also
reiteratedhis invitation for the
next India-EU Summit to be
held in India next year, it said.

The joint communication
adopted by the EC comes
months after the visit of the
College of Commissioners to
India in February this year, and
outlines the EU's strategic vi-
sion forenhancingcooperation
with New Delhi. It has identi-
fied five areas of shared inter-
est and complementary
strengths, building on existing
tieswhileaddressingareas that
presentpotential for increased
engagement.

“Amid shifting geopolitical
realities, closer EU–India rela-
tions are increasingly vital for
strengthening economic
growthandsecurity, anddiver-
sifying supply chains in re-
sponse to today's uncertain
global order. Beyond the bilat-
eraldimension, thenewstrate-
gic agendahighlights EU-India
joint engagement on global is-
sues and with third partners,
reflecting India's growing
global influence,” it said.

It said therewas“significant

untappedpotential intradeand
investment, outlining strate-
gies to strengthen commercial
ties, particularly finalising the
ongoingnegotiations on a Free
TradeAgreement”. Itproposed
“reinforcing supply chains
while promoting critical
emerging technologiesanden-
gagement on digital issues,
with particular attention to
strengthening economic secu-
rity within the Trade and
TechnologyCouncil (TTC). This
new strategy also proposes
deepening tech cooperation,
including a potential EU-India
Startuppartnership,andinvites
India toassociatewithHori}on
Europe programme.

The Joint Communication
also takes forward the pro-
posed EU-India Security and
Defence Partnership.

This will enhance strategic
consultations and joint initia-
tives, including on crisis man-
agement, maritime security,
cyberdefence, andcounterter-
rorism, and foster defence in-
dustrial cooperation, focusing
on boosting production and
technological capabilities, se-
curingsupplychains, anddriv-
ing innovation.

“Launchingnegotiations for
a Security of Information
Agreement to facilitate classi-
fied informationexchangewill
support closer securityandde-
fencecooperation.Closercoop-
erationonthe Indo-Pacific, ad-
dressing hybrid threats, space
security, and intensifying en-
gagement on Russia's war
againstUkraine, shadowfleets,
andsanctionsareotherareasof
focus,” it said.

The Joint Communication
alsoemphasisedstrengthening
regional connectivity initia-
tives, such as the India-Middle
East-EuropeEconomicCorridor
(IMEC) and advances Global
GatewayandEU-India trilateral
cooperation with and in third
countries. It aims to enhance
cooperationwith India inmul-
tilateral forumsandencourage
India to advance international
law, multilateral values and
global governance. It also pri-
oritisesmaximising interaction
andstrengtheningEU-Indiaco-
ordination at all levels. This in-
cludes “skillsmobilitywith the
pilot European Legal Gateway
Office to facilitate labour mo-
bility”.

It proposes developing a
comprehensivemobilitycoop-
eration framework covering
study, work, and research. In
additiontodeeperengagement
with civil society, youth and
think tanks, further reach out
to thebusinessescommunity is
supported by the proposal for
an EU-India Business Forum.

“India isoneof themost im-
portantplayers in theworld to-
day and a natural partner for
the EuropeanUnion. There are
many areas where our inter-
ests, strengthsandpoliticalwill
align. Boosting our collabora-
tion –whichwe are proposing
today–willbenefit thesecurity
and prosperity of citi}ens and
businessesonbothsides.There
are areas where we disagree.
Ultimately our partnership is
about defending a rules-based
international order. Our nego-
tiationswilladdress thesechal-
lenges,” Kallas said.

●First time, India’s CO2 emissions from
power sector dip in Jan-June

●Modi: This India does not fear nuclear
threats, brought Pak to its knees
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● Putting some behind bars will send
right message: SC on stubble burning
Central PollutionControl Board
(CPCB)andstatepollutionboards.

“Whydon’tweconsiderrein-
troducing (penal provisions)? If
youhaveaprovision forcriminal
prosecution, if somepeople are
sent behindbars, itwill send the
rightmessage,”theCJIsaid.

“Youconsiderit,otherwisewe
will issuemandamus. You can’t
justwithdrawprosecution, only
lookingata five-yearlyexercise,”
hesaid.AppearingfortheCentre,
Additional Solicitor General
AishwaryaBhati said itwasana-
tional policy not to prosecute
farmers. “Wehave to take them
along,”shesaid.

The CJI agreed that farmers
mustbetakenalong,byproviding
other options for utilising the
stubblelikeforbiofuel,butsaidthe
authorities should use a carrot-
and-stickpolicy. “You take them
(along). That’swhat I said in the
beginning,youshouldhavesome
alternativemechanism forusing
thisstubble.Atthesametime,you
use both carrot aswell as stick.
Givethemcarrot,butatthesame
time…,”hesaid. “Farmershavea
special position. Becauseof their
efforts, we are gettingwhatwe
eat. That doesn’t mean they
shouldnotbebroughtin,inorder
toprotecttheenvironmentofthe
country,”hesaid.

Bhati said farmers enjoyed
protectionfromprosecution,even
under the Commission for Air
QualityManagementinNational
Capital Region and Adjoining
Areas(CAQM)Act“asapolicy”.

TheCJIaskedwhyitshouldbe
so “if you have real intention of
protectingtheenvironment.”

BhatisaidtheCAQMActhasa
provision for launchingprosecu-
tionagainsterringofficials,butthe
court expresseddoubts onhow
much officialswould be able to
monitor. “Itwouldbedifficult for
anofficer,sayattheblocklevel,to
monitor somany villages. If he
findsthatsomeof theagricultur-
alistsareviolatingthiscondition,
if you send at least somepeople
behindthebars,itsendstheright
message,” the CJI said, adding
“whydon’tyouconsiderhavinga
penalprovisionevenasfarasthe
agriculturalistsareconcerned?”

SeniorAdvocateRahulMehra,
whoappearedforthePunjabgov-
ernment, said sending smaller
farmers behindbarswould also
affecttheirfamilieswhoaresolely
dependentonthem.

“Wearenotsayingtodoitasa
routine.Weareonlysayingif it is
doneonasamplebasis, itwillact
asadeterrent,”theCJIsaid.

Bhatiurgedthecourttoallow
her to place on record the steps

thathavebeentakenuntilnow.
The court said combating air

pollutioncannotbeafive-yearex-
ercise. “Youshould takeall states
onboardtogetherandmusthave
aunifiedpolicy,”ittoldtheCentre.

ThecourtdirectedtheCAQM,
CPCBand statepollution control
boards to comeoutwithmeas-
ures to prevent air pollution
withinthreeweeks,aheadofwin-
terwhenpollution levels spike.
ThebenchaskedtheCAQMtode-
liberate the issuewith theCPCB,
concernedstatesandtheirpollu-
tion control boards “to comeout
with a concrete plan to prevent
pollution...thesameshallbedone
within threeweeks”. The bench
sought a report from theCAQM
and fixed the next hearing for
October8.

Meanwhile,theHaryanagov-
ernment informed theSC that it
hadbroughtdownthevacancies
initspollutioncontrolboardfrom
173lastyearto44,andeffortswere
ontofill theremainingposts.The
courtdirected the state to fill the
vacancieswithin threemonths.
Bhatiinformedthebenchthat147
of the total6�3posts in theCPCB
arevacant,andtheCAQM,which
has56posts,has18vacancies.She
said11contractualstaffhavebeen
appointed for11of the18vacan-
cies. The court gave the centre
threemonthsto fill thevacancies
in CPCB and CAQM, and one
month to fill thepostsof perma-
nentmemberandmembersecre-
taryinCAQM.

Senior Advocate Aparajita
Singh,who is assisting the court
as amicus curiae in thecase, said
thatin2�18,theSChadaskedthe
Centretocomeoutwithascheme
to resolve the stubble burning
problem. “Under that scheme,
equipment toharvest paddyare
providedonsubsidy--8�percent
subsidy to cooperatives and 5�
per cent to individual farmers,”
shesaid.Singhsaidthestatessay
theyhavetakenallsteps,andthe
Centre has spent huge funds in
providingtheequipment,butthe
problemhasn'tbeenresolved.

“In fact, last timewe got to
know -- and the state (Punjab)
may clarify -- farmers say they
werebeingtoldtoburn(stubble)
at a particular time when the
satellite does not pass over the
state.Thebenchtooknoteofthis.
That’swhyeverytime,beforethe
pollution actually starts, we re-
questyourlordshipstotakeeffec-
tivesteps.Sorrytosay,since2�18,
yourlordshipshavepassedexten-
sivedirections,buteverytimeit’s
the same story. And they plead
their helplessness before your
lordships,”shesaid.

● 3 joint military stations, tri-service
Education Corps to boost integration

directivesissuedbyvariousmin-
istriesanddepartmentsspecify-
ing the respective criteria that
needstobefulfilledfordomestic
and imported products to con-
formwith certain quality stan-
dardsundertheBureauofIndian
Standards(BIS)Act.This, inturn,
leads toBIScertification.

Accordingtosources,twoim-
portantchangesproposedbythe
committee are: bring down the
number of the technical con-
formityassessmentschemesfor-
mulated by BIS from ten to two
andshiftthefocusof inspections
fromthefactorytothemarket.

“Based on the discussions,
thecommittee finalised thekey
recommendations,” said
sources. The meeting was at-
tendedbyofficialsfromMinistry
of Micro, Small & Medium
Enterprises,NITIAayog,BIS and
representatives from industry
bodies including CII and AS-
SOCHAM.

Referring to theminutes of
themeeting,sourcessaidthere-
duction in technical conformity
assessmentschemesisbasedon
“availabilityof importedcompo-
nentsandrawmaterialsthatcan
not be produced domestically”
to“ensure that theyareaccessi-
blewithout imposing excessive
standards that could disadvan-
tageMSMEs”.

The committee was of the
opinionthatBIShasbeen“effec-
tive” in this domain and can
“consider consolidating its
schemes into two categories:

simplified procedures for less
risky products and elaborate
procedures for higher risk as-
pects”, the sources said. The
committee recommended that
“import challenges posed by
QCOs on certain components
shouldbeaddressedtoavoiddif-
ficulties and increased costs for
importers, particularlyMSMEs,
focusingon improvement, sim-
plification,andrationalisationof
processes”, thesources said.

Theotherrecommendations,
according tosources, include:

■Shiftingemphasistowards
“increasedmarket inspections
over factory inspections, along-
sideeffortstoconsolidateguide-
lines and notifications” — al-
though concerns persist over
whether focusing solely on the
market and avoiding factory
checkswouldweakenefforts to
control counterfeitproducts.

■Extendinglicenseduration
--ormakingthemindefiniteand
implementingalternativemech-
anisms forscrutiny, suchasreg-
ularinspectionstoenhancereg-
ulatoryefficiency.

The BIS has formulated 1�
schemes for technical conform-
ityassessmentbasedon“rigour”
levels. Themaximumproducts
are under the Scheme-I: inde-
pendent sample, site audit, and
proactive market and factory
surveillance. “Under the
Scheme-I, certification is issued
toamanufacturerafterverifica-
tionthroughafactoryvisit,”said
sources.

● To help MSMEs access imports

discussions. All these locations
weremeant to function under
one of the three services. For in-
stance, therewere deliberations
underway to makeMumbai a
jointmilitary station, with the
Navyastheleadserviceforit.The
Indian Express had reported on
the deliberations inMarch last
year.

Ajointmilitarystationwould
effectivelymeanthatall facilities
of theArmy,NavyandIndianAir
Forcewillbecombined—includ-
inglogistics,infrastructure,repair
andmaintenanceaswellasstores
and supplies— so that they can
beoptimisedandbroughtunder
acommonleadservice.

The decision to create three
jointmilitarystationswouldthus
beeffectiveinbringinggreaterin-
tegration among the three serv-
ices,andalsohelpinoptimisation
ofmanpower, infrastructureand
assets. It would also offer a
glimpse,albeitonamuchsmaller
scale, of whether integrated tri-
serviceunits functioneffectively
if India goes aheadwith the cre-
ationof theatrecommands.

Similarly, thedecisionon the
creation of a tri-services
EducationCorps is alsoaimedat
increasingjointness,whileensur-
ingrationalisationofmanpower,
optimisation of infrastructure
andadministration,andbetterin-
tegration of personnel of the
threeservices.

The latest decisions are
amongthemanystepsthathave
beentakenovertheyears tocre-
ategreaterintegrationamongthe
three services. The Army, Navy
and IAF have been taking other
steps topromote integration, in-
cluding cross-postings among
themselves, creation of joint lo-
gisticsnodes,andensuringjoint-
nessinprocurement,trainingand
staffing through joint planning
and integration of their require-
ments.

Greatereffortstointegratethe
services have begun from the
timetheIndianmilitaryhasbeen
activelyworking to implement
the reform of theaterisation.
Theaterisationseekstointegrate
theArmy,NavyandIAF,andtheir
resources, into specific “theatre”
commands for operational de-

ploymentunderasingle,unified
command structure in a specific
geographicalregion.However,all
the services are yet to come on
board on this, even as all have
beeninfavourofincreasingjoint-
nessandintegration.

The IAF has expressed reser-
vations,primarilyontheground
that it would further divide its
scarcecombatassets.Lastmonth,
IAF Chief Air Chief Marshal AP
Singh cautioned against rushing
the theaterisation plan, empha-
sising insteadon creating a joint
planning and coordination cen-
tre in Delhi under the Chiefs of
Staff Committee tobolster joint-
nessamongthethreeservices.

However,ArmyChiefGeneral
UpendraDwivediandNavyChief
Admiral DineshKumar Tripathi
haveindicatedthattheaterisation
is inevitable.

According to a government
statement, the third day of the
Combined Commanders'
Conference focused on under-
standing emerging threats and
future challenges in a rapidly
evolvingsecurity landscape. “An
insightfulsessionbytheCDSpro-
vided a detailed update on the
year of reforms, elaborating on
the action plans formulated in
linewiththePrimeMinister’sand
RakshaMantri’s directions,” it
said.

Itsaidthediscussionslaidem-
phasis on enhancing jointness
and integration, fostering inter-
operability, streamlining deci-
sion-makingandreforminginsti-
tutional structures for space,
cyber, information and special
operationsdomains.“Thesession
underlined the critical impor-
tance of adopting a technology-
ledapproachtomodernwarfare,
with innovations integrated
seamlessly intooperationaldoc-
trine,” itsaid.

“The successful conduct of
CCC2�25marks amajor step in
transforming the Armed Forces
into amore integrated, techno-
logically advanced, and opera-
tionallyagileforce–fullycapable
of addressing multi-domain
threats,safeguardingnationalin-
terestsandcontributingtonation
building,globalpeaceandstabil-
ity,” thestatementnoted.

and instead “enters the enemy’s
homeandstrikes”.

While laying the foundation
stone of the country’s first
PradhanMantriMegaIntegrated
Textile Region andApparel (PM
MITRA) Park at Dhar’s Bhaisola
village, Modi said there was a
time when “terrorists from
Pakistantriedtodestroythedig-
nityofourmothersandsisters”.

“In response, through
OperationSindoor,wedestroyed
their terror bases.Ourbrave sol-
diersbroughtPakistantoitsknees
intheblinkofaneye,”hesaid.

After his flight landed at
1�:55 am in Indore, Modi, who
was received at the airport by
Governor Mangubhai Patel,
ChiefMinisterMohanYadav,and
BJP state president Hemant
Khandelwal, left for Bhaisola in
ahelicopter.

HealsolaunchedtheSwasth
NariSashaktParivarandthe8th
Rashtriya Poshan Maah cam-
paigns.

“Justyesterday(Tuesday),the
entirenationandtheworldwit-
nessedaPakistaniterroristbreak
downintears,admittinghiscon-
dition.ThisisthenewIndia.This
isanIndiathatdoesnotfearany-
one’s nuclear threats. This is an
India that enters the enemy’s
homeandstrikes,”Modisaid,os-

tensibly referring to a senior
Jaish-e-Mohammad com-
mander conceding that Indian
forceshaddevastatedthefamily
of terror mastermindMasood
A}har.

Theprimeministeralsogave
out the tenmillionth sickle cell
screening and counselling card
to a tribal woman, Aradhana
Kalmi, and launched the Aadi
Seva Parv – a campaign to di-
rectly connect tribal communi-
tieswithgovernment schemes.

During his speech,Modi in-
vokedanotherhistoricoccasion
on this day – the Hyderabad
LiberationDay.

“On this veryday, thenation
witnessed the steel-like
willpowerofSardarPatel. Itwas
the daywhen the Indian Army
freedHyderabadfromcountless
atrocities, protected the rights
of its people, and restored the
prideof India,” he said.

“For decades, such a great
achievementandtheextraordi-
nary courage of our soldiers
went largely unremembered.
But you have givenme the op-
portunitytohonour it.Ourgov-
ernmenthasmadesurethatthe
events of September 17, tied to
SardarPatelandHyderabad,are
immortalised.”

The Hyderabad Liberation

Day "inspires us with the re-
minder that nothing is greater
than the honour and glory of
Mother India”,Modisaid.“Ifwe
live,wemust liveforthenation,
and everymoment of our lives
must be dedicated to the serv-
iceof our country.”

He once againmade a pitch
for using India-made products.
“Whateveryoubuyshouldcarry
the sweat and hardwork of an
Indian. Whatever you bring
homeshouldcarrythefragrance
of the soil of ourmotherland…
Standwithme,becauseIamde-
termined to see Indiabecomea
developedcountryby2�47.The
path to that goal lies through
AtmanirbharBharat—aself-re-
liant India,”Modi said.

The speech also focused on
women,thepoor,tribalsandthe
Vishwakarmacommunity, say-
ing that he "personally lived
through these emotions and
feelingsof thepoor”.

“Webelievethecountrywill
progressonlywhenthepoorare
able to rise out of poverty and
move forwardwith speed. And
wehaveseenthatservicetothe
poor never goes in vain. If the
poorreceivejustalittlesupport,
a littlehelp,thenwiththeirhard
work, they even have the
courage to cross the ocean…

that iswhytheirpainismyown
pain,"he said.

Addressing the
Vishwakarma community –
carpenters,blacksmiths,bron}e
smiths, goldsmiths and stone-
masons—hesaidtheywerethe
“great strength of Make in
India”.

“The biggest benefit of the
PM Vishwakarma Yojana has
gonetothosesectionsofsociety
who were neglected for
decades. Our poor
Vishwakarmabrothers and sis-
tershadskills,butpreviousgov-
ernments had no plan to ad-
vance those skills or improve
their lives.Weopened thepath
to turn their talent into a
mediumfortheirprogress.That
is why I always say— the back-
wardareourpriority,"Modisaid.

Speakingaboutthematernal
health schemes he launched,
Modisaidthatwhenamotheris
healthy, “the entire household
functionswell, but if she falls ill,
the entire family system is dis-
rupted”,hesaid.

Theprimeministeraffirmed
that the health of mothers, sis-
ters, anddaughters is anational
priority. He stated that the gov-
ernment is working inmission
modetoensurepropernutrition
forpregnantwomenandgirls.
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PRIYANKABISHThadbeentrying
to find away to reachDehradun
sinceTuesday,afterherhusband
Mukesh’s creatinine blood level
shot up. Mussoorie resident
Mukesh,akidneypatient,hadto
undergohisbiweeklydialysison
Tuesday. The duo got into a car
and drove till they reached
Galogi, where they had to turn
backdueto roadclosuresonthe
way from Mussoorie to
Dehradun. On Wednesday,
Mukeshwas one of the 12 pa-
tients at the ITBP helipad in
Mussooriewaitingtobeairlifted.

On Wednesday, the State
DisasterManagementAuthority
saidthat21bodieshavebeenre-
covered in Dehradun since
Tuesday.Meanwhile,severalar-
eas, includingMussoorie, have
been cut off from the city with
multipleblockagesonthealter-
nativeroutes.Whilethetourism
department says 511 tourists
registered on the portal are
stranded inMussoorie, the ac-
tualnumberisfearedtobeinthe
thousands.

Mukeshhasbeenundergoing
dialysisatKrishnaMedicalCentre
inDehradunsince2�23,whenhe
was diagnosedwith kidney fail-
ure.AtthehelipadonWednesday
were1�patientswithkidneydis-
easesandtwoawaitingsurgeries.
“Wehavenotbeenabletogeton
aflightbecauseof the inclement
weather. His blood parameters
are not looking good, and it gets
worse as the treatment gets de-
layed,”saidPriyanka.

At the helipad was Rajat
Aggarwal,theMussoorieTraders
Welfare Association president,
whohasbeenhelping locals ac-
cess the assistance of the state.
On Tuesday, as it became clear
that thehill stationwas isolated,
the association decided that the
touristswhoweretocheckouton
thedaythedisasterstruckwould
be given free accommodation
andmealsuntil theycouldleave.

“Wecan’tmonetiseadisaster.
These people had to cancel and
rescheduletheirflights,anditwas
wrong to charge themwhen the
situationwasgrim.Wehavebeen
coordinatingwith local authori-
tiestofacilitatealternativeroutes
to reach Dehradun,” said
Aggarwal.

Patients stranded, hotels
open doors for free:
Mussoorie cut off by floods

Jaipur Jaipur
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INVITATION FOR THE SIXTH ROUNDOF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR

AVAILINGWHITE LABELLING OF THE ELECTRICAL AND AUTOMATION

PRODUCTS OF LARSEN & TOUBRO (NOW LAURITZ KNUDSEN ELECTRICAL

& AUTOMATION)

Schneider Electric India Private Limited (“SEIPL”) invites the sixth round of Expression of Interest (“EOI”)

from LV switchgear manufacturers in India for availing white labelling product manufacturing services from

SEIPL, in compliance with the modiications provided in the order of the Competition Commission of India

(“CCI”), dated 18 April 2019 (“CCI Order”), approving the acquisition of the electrical and automation

(“E&A”) business of Larsen & Toubro (“L&T”) by SEIPL and MacRitchie Investments Pte. Ltd. he CCI Order

is available at:

https://www.cci.gov.in/images/caseorders/en/1652509382.pdf.

he white labelling product manufacturing services being ofered by SEIPL are subject to the terms and

conditions as set out in the CCI Order, including the following:

1. he white labelling product manufacturing service is being ofered by SEIPL only for the existing product

range, owned and manufactured at L&T plants, of the ive products of L&T (Air Circuit Breakers (“ACB”),

Moulded Case Circuit Breakers (“MCCB”), Overload Relays, Contactors and Switch Disconnector Fuse

(“SDF”), collectively “Five Products”). SEIPL has since transitioned the Five Products of L&T into a new brand,

“Lauritz Knudsen Electrical & Automation” (“L&K”) efective 29 May 2024.

2.hewhite labelling services for the Five Products can be availed for the remaining period of the white labelling

product manufacturing services ofering ending as on 28 September 2026 for sale solely in the Indian market.

3. he pricing and allocation of quantity for the white labelling contract will be governed by the CCI Order

and monitored by the Monitoring Agency – Moore Singhi Advisors LLP (paresh.c@moore-singhi.in and

rajeshmaliwal@singhico.com) appointed by the CCI.

4. It is clariied that any third-party LV switchgear manufacturer availing of the white labelling services being

ofered by SEIPL under the CCI Order, by participating in the present (sixth) round of the expression of interest

for the white labelling services, will only be able to avail of white labelling services (if eligible) for a period of

approximately 1 year (till 28 September 2026 (i.e., till the expiry of the white labelling remedy period)).

5. Any such eligible third-party LV switchgear manufacturer availing the white labelling services from SEIPL

pursuant to this present (sixth) round of the expression of interest will not be eligible for the non-transferable,

non-sub licensable, non-exclusive technology license (“NETL”) (as envisaged under the CCI Order), since no

third-party LV switchgear manufacturer will be able to have a “white label otake for at least 3 continuous years

of the product for which it seeks the technology license”, which is a prerequisite for being eligible to avail of the

NETL.

Interested LV switchgearmanufacturers are requested to respond fully and inally to this sixth round of invitation

for EOI by submitting their details at: : https://www.se.com/in/en/about-us/whitelabelling/whitelabelling-

registration.jsp by 18th November 2025 i.e., 2 months from date of publication of this EOI.

SEIPL will also conduct a pre-bidmeeting on 17th October 2025, to provide clariications in relation to this EOI.

Interested parties to contact us whitelabel.support@se.com, for further details on the pre-bid meeting.

Speciic product ranges available for white labelling will be shared with interested parties post registration at the

link set out above.

For further details, please contact us at: whitelabel.support@se.com.
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FIVEYEARSaftertheleakofthree
callrecordingsinRajasthanledto
apoliticalcrisisduringtheAshok
Gehlot government, the state’s
Anti-CorruptionBureauhasgiven
a clean chit to main accused,
AshokSinghandBharatMalani.

On Monday, the Rajasthan
HighCourtdisposedof theirpe-
titions seeking the quashing of
theFIRagainst them.Thebench
of Justice Ashutosh Kumar said
hearingthecasewouldbefutile
following theACB’s final report.

Vivek Bajwa, the counsel for
oneoftheaccusedpersons,said:
“WehadchallengedtheFIRinthe
HighCourtandreceivedastayon
arrestin2�2�.Now,afterinvesti-
gation,thepolicehavesaidnoof-
fenceismadeoutandfiledaneg-
ative final report (FR) in the trial
court. That FR was taken on
recordintheHighCourtandour
petition(seekingquashingofthe
FIR)wasdisposedof.”

In the audio tapes, leaked in
2�2�, oneGajendra Singh— al-
leged to be Union minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat —
middlemanSanjayJain,aswellas
thenCongressMLAsBhanwarlal
Sharma and Vishvendra Singh
were allegedly heard devising a
plantotoppletheGehlotgovern-
ment. Then deputy CM Sachin
Pilot had at the time led a failed
rebellionof19CongressMLAs.

The Special Operations
Group (SOG) had in 2�2�
claimed that Ashok Singh’s
numberwasonsurveillance“to
check smuggling of illegal
weapons”whileBharatMalani’s
was on surveillance for “smug-
glingof explosivesubstances.”

InMarch 2�21, then parlia-
mentary affairsminister Shanti
Dhariwal had defended the
phone tapping saying that the
Centre and state governments
are authorised topreservepub-
lic order and prevent a crime
from taking place. He had said
that it was in that context that
policeofficialsweregrantedau-

thorisation to intercept the
phonesof SinghandMalani.

In its 2�2� FIR— before the
casewastransferredtotheACB—
the SOG had noted: “From the
conversationon thesenumbers,
itappearsthatattemptsarebeing
made to topple thegovernment,
andpreparationswerecompleted
before theRajyaSabhaelections.
In theconversation, it is said that
theCMandDeputyCMarehav-
ingafight;insuchasituation,the
rulingpartyMLAsandindepend-
entMLAs canbebrokenaway to
topplethegovernmentandanew
CMwillbeputinplace.”

The SOGhad also said it had
come to know that a BJP leader
was trying to lure Ramila
Khadiya, the then Independent
MLA from Kushalgarh in
Banswara,withmoney. The FIR
hadsaidtheconversations“make
itclearthateffortsarebeingmade
to purchase Congress and inde-
pendentMLAs”throughafeeling
of hatred towards a “democrati-
callyelectedgovernment.”

Now, in its final report, the
ACBhassaidthatnoevidencehas
been foundof SinghandMalani
“collectingbribemoneytobribe
any public servant/MLA or any
other person, nor has any bribe
moneybeenrecoveredfromthe
possessionof thesaidaccused”.

It also said it found “no con-
crete evidence” of demand of
bribe or transaction of bribe by
SinghandMalani“fordestabilis-
ing the democratically elected
government or for influencing
theMLAstovoteinfavouroftheir
partyintheRajyaSabhaelection
tobeheldon19thJune2�2�.”

It said that an analysis of
Malani’s bank account for two
months— June and July 2�2�—
didnot reveal any large transac-
tion.As forKhadiya, theACBhas
saidtheinvestigationdidnotfind
anyevidenceof theaccusedgiv-
ingmoneyorenticingher;more-
over,iftheyhadenticedher,“then
theMLAwould have definitely
made awritten and oral com-
plaint to the government agen-
cies in this regard,” but that no
suchcomplaintwasgivenbyher.

In Jodhpur, Unionminister
GajendraSinghShekhawatsaid:
“What I had said earlier turned
out to be true. The truth can
neverbehidden.BharatMalaniji
and Ashok Singh ji have been
found to be specklessly clean,
just like Iwas.”

HesaidthatSinghandMalani
were branded traitors but then
the case was soon turned into
oneofcorruptionunderACB,and
now the clean chit has exposed
the then Congress government
andits leadership.

He said Gehlot indulged in
suchactions “to savehis govern-
ment and to suppress and crush
internal rebellion, and todistract
peoplefromthefailuresofhisgov-
ernment.Policeandotherinvesti-
gationagenciesweremisusedand
falseactionwastakenagainstpeo-
ple.Thepeoplehavealreadygiven
their answer to Congress’smis-
deedsinthe2�23elections.”

AttackingShekhawat,Gehlot
said: “If he (Shekhawat) is so
honest,whyhashenotprovided
avoicesample for the investiga-
tionoftheaudiorelatedtohorse-
trading even to this day?Why
does he repeatedly oppose giv-
ingavoicesampleincourtinthe
Sanjay Jain case? If he is honest,
he should provide a voice sam-
pleonceandprovehisintegrity.”

“After the change in govern-
ment, pressure is being exerted
on investigative agencies, first in
the Sanjeevani case and now in
other cases, tomanipulate facts
andfileFRs,leavingthecourtwith
nootheroption,”Gehlotsaid.

2020 Rajasthan horse trading
case: ACB’s clean chit to main
accused opens old wounds

Data Classification: Public

Mutual Fund Investor Awareness Program

Venue: Murliwala Bakers & Restaurant, Infront Of Digamber Hospital, Near
St. Peter School, Krishna Nagar, Bharatpur, Rajasthan- 321001

Name: Ajay Sharma | Mob. No.: 8433599383

Nippon Life India Asset Management Limited | CIN : L65910MH1995PLC220793

To increase awareness about Mutual Funds, we conduct Investor Awareness Programmes (IAPs) across
the country. Schedule of upcoming IAP is as mentioned below:

Date Time Location

18th September, 2025 06:30 PM Bharatpur

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme related documents carefully.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GADCHIROLI, SEPTEMBER ěō

AWOMANMaoist commander
andanareacommitteemember,
carryingacumulativebountyof
`14 lakh on their heads, were
killed in an encounterwith po-
lice in Gadchiroli district of
MaharashtraonWednesday,of-
ficials said.

TheslainMaoistswereiden-
tified as Sumitra alias Sunita
Veladi (38), the commander of
Gatta local organisation squad,
andLalitaaliasLaddoKorsa(34),
whowasworkingasanACM.

Veladi carried a `8 lakh re-
ward on her head and had 31
cases pending against her, in-
cluding 14 cases of encounter
and12ofmurder.

Korsa, a resident of
Chhattisgarh, was carrying a
bounty of `6 lakh. She had 14
cases registered against her, in-
cludingforencountersandmur-
ders,Gadchiroli Police stated.

Acredibleinputwasreceived
inthemorningthata fewmem-
bersofGattaLOS(localorganisa-
tion squad) of Maoists were
camping in a forest adjoining
Modaske village in Etapalli
taluka,aseniorpoliceofficersaid.

Policeimmediatelylaunched
the operation fromAheri in the
Modaske forest area, led by
Additional SP Satya Sai Karthik,
joinedbyfiveunitsofC6�-aspe-
cialised anti-Naxal commando
squadof theGadchiroliPolice.

TheCRPFassistedtheopera-
tions team in laying the outer
cordon, theofficer said.

Two women
Maoists killed
in encounter in
Maharashtra
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Form No. INC-26
[Pursuant to Rule 30 of the Companies

(Incorporation) Rules, 2014]
Before the Central Government, Regional

Director, North Western Region, Ahmedabad
In the matter of sub-section (4) of Section 13 of
Companies Act, 2013 and clause (a) of sub-rule
(5) of Rule 30 of the Companies (Incorporation)
Rules, 2014 ANDIn the matter of
MEHAI TECHNOLOGY LIMITED

(CIN: L74110RJ2013PLC066946)having its Registered Office at
Plot No. H-394 RIICO, Sarna Dungar Amber,

Industrial Area Jhotwara, Jaipur,
Rajasthan, India, 302012
….. Applicant Company / PetitionerNOTICE is hereby given to the General

Public that the company proposes to make
application to the Central Government
under Section 13 of the Companies Act,
2013 seeking confirmation of alteration of the
Memorandum of Association of the Company
in terms of the special resolution passed at
the 11th Annual General Meeting held on 26th
September, 2024 to enable the company to
change its Registered Office from “State of
Rajasthan” to the “State of West Bengal”.
Any person whose interest is likely to be
affected by the proposed change of the
registered office of the company may deliver
either on the MCA-21 portal
(www.mca.gov.in) by filing investor complaint
form or cause to be delivered or send by
registered post of his /her objections supported
by an affidavit stating the nature of his / her
interest and grounds of opposition to the
Regional Director, North Western Region,
ROC Bhawan, Opp. Rupal Park Society,
Behind Ankur Bus Stop, Naranpura,
Ahmedabad-380013, Gujarat within fourteen
(14) days from the date of publication of this
notice with a copy to the Applicant Company
at its Registered Office at the address
mentioned below :-
Plot No. H-394 RIICO, Sarna Dungar Amber,
Industrial Area Jhotwara, Jaipur,
Rajasthan, India, 302012

For & on behalf of
MEHAI TECHNOLOGY LIMITED

Sd/-
JUGAL KISHORE BHAGAT

(MANAGING DIRECTOR)
DIN : 02218545

Date : 18.09.2025
Place : Jaipur

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I BHANWARKULDEEPSINGH

KHANGAROTS/OMANOHER

SINGHKHANGAROTR/o.

Address:- Vill- SANJHARIYA,

POST- THIKARIYA, TH:

SANGANER, DIST: JAIPURhas

changedmyname from

BHANWARKULDEEPSINGH

KHANGAROTS/OMANOHER

SINGHKHANGAROT to

KULDEEPSINGHKHANGAROT

S/OMANOHARSINGH

KHANGAROT for all future

purposes

0110057793-1

RENT/LEASENewcommercial

space 1780Sq. Ft. (CarpetArea)

ground floor. Great for aBANK,

HOSPITAL, or corporate office.

(Includes lift and parking)

SheagaoNaka, Near NewCotton

Market,Amravati - 444604

Contact 7499697838.

0050274473-1

RREENNTTAALL

BBUUSSIINNEESSSSOOFFFFEERR
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MARKING PMĐS BIRTHDAY

ĸYĒűaľemakiĄg a
gľeaŞ ħeľŅĒĄal
cĒĄŞľibűŞiĒĄ ŞĒ
ŅŞľeĄgŞheĄiĄg Şhe
Ņħecial ħľiƇileged
ŅŞľaŞegic
ħaľŞĄeľŅhiħĹ

VLADIMIRPUTIN,
RUSSIANPRESIDENT

ĸMƊgĒĒd fľieĄd
NaľeĄdľaĬĬĬ YĒűĻƇe
accĒmħliŅhed ŅĒ
műch fĒľ IĄdiaĬĬĬ aĄd
ƈehaƇe ŞĒgeŞheľ
accĒmħliŅheda
gľeaŞ deal iĄ Şhe
fľieĄdŅhiħbeŞƈeeĄ
IĄdia aĄd IŅľaelĬĹ

BENJAMIN
NETANYAHU,
ISRAELPM

ĸHiŅ ŅŞľeĄgŞh, hiŅ
deŞeľmiĄaŞiĒĄ, aĄd
hiŅ abiliŞƊ ŞĒ lead
milliĒĄŅ Ēf ħeĒħle
aľe a ŅĒűľce Ēf
iĄŅħiľaŞiĒĄĹ

GIORGIAMELONI,
ITALIANPM

ĸPľĒűd ŞĒ Ņhaľe a
ŅŞľĒĄg fľieĄdŅhiħ
ƈiŞh IĄdia, aĄdƈe
aľegľaŞefűl fĒľ Şhe
cĒĄŞľibűŞiĒĄ Ēf Şhe
IĄdiaĄ cĒmműĄiŞƊ
heľe iĄAűŅŞľaliaĬ Ĺ

ANTHONYALBANESE,
AUSTRALIANPM

WISHESFROM

WORLDLEADERS

(Clockwise, fromtop left)
PopeLeoXIV,withRajĀa
SabhaMPHarshVardhan
Shringla,holdsaphotoof
PMNarendraModiat the
Vatican;SpeakerOmBirla in
KotaandUnionminister
PiĀushGoĀal inMumbai
participate inacleanliness
drive;UnionministerArjun
RamMeghwal leadsacĀcle
rallĀ inBikaner;andUnion
ministerKirenRijijuata
gurdwara inNewDelhi.

AP ANI

ANIPTI

PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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EXPRESSING GRATITUDE to
‘jana shakti’ (power of the peo-
ple) for extending him good
wishes on his 75th birthday,
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
onWednesday said they (the
wishes) were also an acknowl-
edgement of the work being
done tobuildabetter India.

“Gratitude to Jana Shakti. I
am truly overwhelmed by the
countlesswishes, blessings and
messages of affection that have
pouredinfromacrossthenation
and overseas. This affection
strengthensandinspiresme,”he
said in a post on X. The PMalso
took note of the fortnight of so-
cial service activities beginning
onWednesdayacrossthecoun-
tryandreiteratedhisresolve for
thecreationof aViksitBharat.

“People across India have
beendoingvarioussocialservice
initiatives…Thisinherentgood-
ness in our people sustains our
societyandgivesus thecourage
toovercomeallchallenges…The
innumerable wishes and the
faithyouhavereposedinmeare
asourceof great strength…Ire-
solve to continueworkingwith
even greater energy and devo-
tion,sothatwerealiseourdream
of aViksitBharat,”hesaid inan-
otherpost inHindi.

Top BJP leadersmarked the
day by launching projects and
takingpartinsocialevents.Home
MinisterAmit Shah inaugurated
schemesworth `1,6�� crore in
the national capital, while BJP
chief J P Nadda inaugurated the
NamoVan inHaryana’s Rohtak,
besidesopeninganexhibitionon
thelifeofModiinDelhi.Terming
him a “symbol of sacrifice and
dedication”, the HM said PM
Modihadbeenworkingtirelessly
for thewelfare of the people for

overmorethanfivedecades.
“Seeingproblemswith fore-

sight and resolving themwith
completededication isa special
traitofModi ji'spersonality…In
the era of wars, tensions, and
global lobbies, Modi ji has
emergedasabridgeof dialogue
before the entireworld. For this
reason,27countriesoftheworld
havehonouredtheworld-friend
Modi ji with their highest civil-
ianhonours.This is indicativeof
hisglobal leadership,”hesaid.

Nadda said PM Modi had
takenseveraltransformativesteps
forupliftingallsectionsofsociety
and to realise the vision of an
'AatmanirbharandViksitBharat'.

Uttar PradeshChiefMinister
YogiAdityanath, termedthePM
“sun of Indian politics”, while
Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarmacalledhim“thetruesonof
Mother India”.

Leader of Opposition in the
LokSabhaRahulGandhigreeted
the PM with “good health”,
whileCongresschiefMallikarjun
Kharge extendedwishes for his
“goodhealthand long life”.

PM ŚhaĀkŁ ĶjaĀa ŁhakŚiķ fĎĺ biĺŚhdaƆƄiŁheŁ
Nequeporroquisquamestquiyyy
doloremipsumquiadolorsitamet

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBERěō

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
conveyed to Russian President
VladimirPutinthatIndiaisready
tomake all possible contribu-
tions towards apeaceful resolu-
tionoftheUkraineconflictwhen
the latter called to greet himon
his75thbirthdayonWednesday.

During a phone call withUS
President Donald Trump on
Tuesday,PMModihadexpressed
hissupportfortheUSPresident’s
initiatives for a peaceful resolu-
tionof theUkraineconflict.

Wednesday’sphoneconver-
sation took place more than a
fortnightafter theirhighly-pub-
licised meetings in Tianjin
(China),wheretheyhadmetdur-
ing the SCO leaders’ summit on
August 31-September 1. This is
their third phone conversation
sinceAugust.

After the phone call, Modi
posted on X: “Thank you, my
friend, President Putin, for your
phone call andwarmwishes on
my75th birthday.We are com-
mitted to further strengthening
our Special and Privileged
Strategic Partnership. India is
readytomakeallpossiblecontri-
butionstowardsapeacefulreso-
lutionof theUkraineconflict.”

In amessage toModi, Putin
said, “Yourworkasheadof gov-
ernmenthasearnedyougreatre-
spectfromyourcompatriotsand
enormousprestigeon the inter-
nationalstage.Underyourguid-
ance,Indiahasachievedimpres-
sive results in the social,
economic,scientificandtechno-
logical spheres.”

“Youaremakingagreatper-
sonal contribution to strength-

ening the privileged strategic
partnership between our coun-
triesandtopromotingmutually
beneficial Russian-Indian coop-
eration in various areas,” the
RussianPresidentsaid.

“Ihighlyappreciateourclose
comradelyrelations.Wewillcer-
tainlycontinueourconstructive
dialogue and jointwork on cur-
rent issues on the bilateral, re-
gional, and international agen-
das,”Putinsaid.

Modi andPutin had lastmet
in Tianjin on September 1, their
first meeting after the US im-
posed 25% additional tariffs on
India for buying Russian oil,
wheretheyunderlined“bilateral
cooperation,includingintheeco-
nomic, financialandenergysec-
tors”.

Thiswas followed by the bi-
lateralmeeting,attendedbysen-
ior officials from both sides,
whichwentonforoveranhour.

Welcomingtherecentefforts
to bring the Ukraine war to an
end, Modi had told Putin that
Indiahopedthatallparties“shall
proceed ahead constructively”.
Modi had also confirmed that
PutinwouldbetravellingtoIndia
inDecemberthisyear.

“IndiaandRussiahavealways
stoodshoulder-to-shouldereven
in themost difficult situations,”
Modi had said. “Our close coop-
eration is importantnotonly for
thepeopleofbothcountries,but
also for global peace, stability,
andprosperity,”hehadsaid.

PM assures all
help to end war in
Ukraine as Putin
calls to wish him

Russian
President
Vladimir
Putin

Bihar plan, SIR, ‘vote
chori’ on table at
CWC meet in Patna
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THEMINISTRYof Educationhas
asked the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE),
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
(KVS), and the Navodaya
VidyalayaSamiti(NVS)toissuedi-
rectionstotheirschoolstoscreen
ChaloJeeteHain,afilminspiredby
childhood incidents fromPrime
MinisterNarendraModi’s life.

Askingthattheschoolsscreen
the film from September 16 to
October2,acommunicationfrom
theministry to the threebodies,
issuedonSeptember11,stated:“It
willhelpyounglearnerstoreflect
on themes of character, service,
and responsibility. The film can
alsoserveasacasestudyformoral
reasoning, and support thegoals
of social-emotional learning, de-
velopingempathy,self-reflection,
criticalthinking,andinspiration.”

The communication, which
was issuednearlyaweekahead
of thePrimeMinister’sbirthday
onSeptember17,addedthatthe
ministryisimplementinganex-
periential learning programme
called ‘Prerana’. It said the pro-
gramme isbasedon“9corehu-
man values: Swabhiman aur
Vinay; Shaurya aur Sahas;
Parishram aur Samarpan;

Satyanishtha aur Shuchita;
Karuna aur Seva; Navachar aur
Jigyasa; Vividhta aur Ekta;
Shraddha aur Vishwas;
SwatantrataaurKartavya.”

“Prerana program is being
conducted from the historic
Vernacular School of Vadnagar,
Gujarat, established in1888, the
very institutionwhereHon'ble
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modibeganhiseducationaljour-
ney,”itstated.Theprogrammein-
volves storytelling, value-based
sessions,“indigenousgames”,ac-
tivities,andaudio-visuallearning.
Filmscreeningsareusedasatool
aspartoftheprogrammeto“help
bring abstract values, life stories,
historicalcontexts,ethicaldilem-
mas,andhumanemotionstolife,”
asperthecommunication.

It added that a film that is
regularly screened as part of
Prerana is Chalo Jeete Hain,
whichisinspiredby“trueevents
and embodies the 9 binary val-
ues and the quote of Swami
Vivekananda, ‘Only those who
live forothers, actually live’.”

GoingbyTuesday’sPIBstate-
ment for the Ministry of
InformationandBroadcastingon
thenationwidere-releaseof the
movie,whichwas first released
in2�18,“thefilmis inspiredbya
childhood incident from the life
of PMNarendraModi.”

Ministry tells schools to
run Modi film till Oct 2

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,SEPTEMBERěō

ASTRONGproponentofdialogue
fortheresolutionoftheKashmir
issueandformerHurriyatchair-
man Abdul Gani Bhat died
Wednesdayeveningafterabrief
illness.Hewas9�.

A foundingmember of the
separatist conglomerate, Bhat
never shied away from striking
themiddlegroundevenifmeant
flouting the constitution of the
Hurriyat Conference -- a quality
thatoften landedhimincontro-
versiesandledtocallsforhisex-
pulsionfromtheseparatistcamp.

Bornin1935inBotengoovil-
lage of Sopore, Bhat completed
hisBachelorsfromtheSriPratap
SinghCollegeinSrinagar,where
his collegemates were Farooq
AbdullahandMuftiMohammad

Sayeed, both former chief min-
istersof JammuandKashmir.He
then went to Aligarh Muslim
University,wherehecompleted
hisLLBandMasters inPersian.

Afterashortstintasalawyer
inSopore,Bhatwasappointedas
a college lecturer in 1963 and
posted in Poonch in Jammu re-
gion. For 23 years, he taught
Persian in different colleges of
Jammu&Kashmir.

In 1986, when Jammu &
Kashmir was administered di-
rectly by the Centre through
Governor JagmohanMalhotra,
Bhat alongwith four other gov-
ernmentemployeeswas termi-
nated for security reasons.

Withhisjobgone,Bhatgrav-
itatedtowardspoliticalactivism,
andwasoneof the instruments
for the formation of a political
amalgam -- Muslim United
Front (MUF) -- that emerged as

thefirstmajorpoliticalandelec-
toral challenge for the National
Conference in J&K.

AfterMUF's loss after the al-
leged poll rigging, Bhatwas ar-
restedforthefirsttime.Hewould
bearrestedseveralmoretimes.

WhenHurriyat Conference
wasformedasaseparatistalliance
in 1993, theMuslimConference
wasitsfoundingconstituent,and
Bhatbecameoneof its sevenex-
ecutivemembers.Bhatwas later
appointedasthechairmanofthe
separatistamalgam.

As aHurriyat leader in early
199�s, Bhat wouldmesmerise

peoplewithhis fieryspeeches--
often bordering fantasy -- in
chasteKashmiri,makinghis au-
diencebelieve“a}adi[freedom]”
is justroundthecorner.Butwith
time,hewasmorepragmaticand
amasterofhisownpoliticalideas,
whichhedidn'thesitatetomake
publicevenatthecostofhisrep-
utation. In 2��5, he shared the
daiswithMuftiandFarooqatthe
centenary celebrations of his
almamater inSrinagar.

Hewasalsoknowntobecan-
did, claiming in 2�11 that
Mirwai} Mohammad Farooq,
whowas assassinated in 199�,
andHurriyat leader Abdul Gani
Lone, whowas killed in 2��2,
werenotkilled“by thepoliceor
thearmy”but“byourownmen”.
It didn't gowellwith somesep-
aratists, who tagged him an
“Indianagent”.

In 2�12, his own colleagues

in Hurriyat -- Shabir Ahmad
ShahandNayeemKhan--called
for his expulsion over his state-
mentthatUNresolutionsareno
longer practically imple-
mentable in J&K. The remark
was a deviation from the
Hurriyat stand that the UN res-
olutionwas the bedrock of any
solution to thedispute.

Anadvocateof dialogueand
reconciliation, Bhatwas part of
theHurriyatdelegationthatmet
thenprimeminister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, and then deputy
primeminister, L K Advani, in
NewDelhi despite stiff opposi-
tion from the hardline Hurriyat
campledbyseparatistpatriarch
SyedAli ShahGeelani.

When Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed passed away in January
2�16, Bhat visited Mehbooba
MuftiatherGupkarresidenceto
condole thedeath. Thiswas the

firsttimethataseparatistleader
visited a high-profile main-
stream political leader's resi-
dence.

Thatyear,whenthekillingof
militant commander Burhan
Wani'skillingtriggeredunrestin
the Valley, Bhat distanced him-
self from street protests, even
criticising separatists for their
shutdowncalendars.

Bhat again defied the
Hurriyat line in 2�17, when he
met Centre's interlocutor
Dineshwar Sharmadespite stiff
opposition separatist leaders --
moderate as well as hardline
camps.

However, with the abroga-
tion of J&K’s special status in
2�19 and downgrading of the
state into two union territories,
Bhathadsteppedawayfromthe
Hurriyatanditspolitics–mainly
due toadvancingage.

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBERěō

THECAGplans to launchadigi-
tal platform that will act as a
unified digital interface for
nearly1�lakhauditeeentitiesto
directly respond to queries, ob-
servations and inspection re-
ports, an official said on
Wednesday.

DeputyCAGKSSubramanian
said, “We have created a portal
called CAG-Connect, where ac-
cesswouldbeprovidedto1�lakh
auditeeentitiesacross thecoun-
try...Iteasestheprocessforthem,
as they do not have to send
throughemailorhardcopiesand
it speeds up action from their
side,makingmonitoringeasier.”

Subramaniansaidtheportal
is ready and has been tested in
threeoffices already.

He said officials prepare in-
spection reports before taking
upanaudit.Everyyear,2�,���-
25,��� inspection reports are
prepared and shared with the
auditee entities, which share
their observations and replies
through emails or files, he said.
Withitslaunch,thisprocesswill
becomeeasierastheycanshare
their replies there, headded.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
HYDERABAD,SEPTEMBERěō

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh onWednesday virtually
rejected US President Donald
Trump’sclaimsof interveningto
stop the Indo-Pak conflict after
thePahalgamterrorattack, say-
ing the action against terrorists
was not suspended due to any
third-partymediation.

Speaking at the ‘Hyderabad
LiberationDay’ celebrations or-
ganisedbytheUniongovernment
here, he said ‘OperationSindoor’
would resume if any terrorist at-
tack took place in the future.
“Therearesomepeoplewhoask
whether the ceasefire between
IndiaandPakistanhappenedbe-
causeoftheinterventionofsome-
one. Iwould like tomake it clear
—theoperationagainstterrorists
was not suspended because of
someone’sintervention,”hesaid.

“Someclaimtohavestopped
theoperation...Nobodystopped
it. I would like to clarify that
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, who is
Pakistan’s Deputy PM and
Foreignminister, also made it
clearthatIndiarejectedthethird-
partyroleinmediation,”hesaid.

PM Modi has also made it
clearthatitisabilateralissueand

a thirdparty cannot interfere, he
said. Singh said a Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) commander
hasadmittedtothedeathsof the
terrorgroupchiefMasoodA}har’s
familymembers in themissile
strikesbyIndiaduring‘Operation
Sindoor’.Hesaidavideoconfirm-
ingithasalsobeenreleased.

SpeakingaboutIndia’sgrow-
ingstrength,heassertedthatno
one can challenge the country’s
sovereignty. Singh highlighted
thatinthelast11years,underthe
leadershipofPMModi,thecoun-
tryhasrepeatedlydemonstrated
its resolve through actions like
surgicalstrikein2�16,Balakotair
strike in 2�19 and Operation

Sindoor this year. He said these
operations prove that India
knows how to respond to those
whodonotunderstandpeace.

Notonlyengagingindialogue,
today’sIndiaiscapableofdirectly
confrontingitsenemies,hesaid.

Singhsaid‘OperationSindoor’
was suspended after Pakistan
maderepeatedpleas foracease-
fire, emphasising that theopera-
tionisonly“paused”andnotover.

“Today’s India does not take
dictation from anyone. India
writesitsownscript.TodayIndia
is ready towrite a script of such
aworld order, which the entire
world will follow happily and
willingly,” theminister said.

ASADREHMAN
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBERěō

WITH AN eye on the Bihar
Assembly elections which are
just round the corner, the
Congressisgoingtoholdameet-
ing of the extended Congress
Working Committee (CWC) in
PatnaonSeptember24.

Theagendaofthismeetingof
theCWC, theCongress's topde-
cision-makingbody,will be de-
liberations on the Bihar poll
campaignandissueslikealleged
“vote chori” and the Election
Commission's ongoing Special
IntensiveRevision (SIR)of Bihar
electoral rolls.

Besides Congress president
MallikarjunKhargeandLeaderof
theOpposition (LoP) in the Lok
SabhaRahulGandhi,theextended
CWChuddlewill beattendedby
thebody'spermanentandspecial
invitees, Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) chiefs and
Congress LegislatureParty (CLP)
leaders includingChiefMinisters
fromacrossthecountry.

The last extended CWC
meeting was held in
Ahmedabad in April this year
during the All India Congress
Committee(AICC)sessionthere.

The Congress's Patna con-
claveistakingplacethreeweeks
after Rahul Gandhi's 16-day
“VoterAdhikarYatra”againstthe
rulingBJP and theECover “vote
chori” and the SIR came to an
end after covering 25 of Bihar's
38 districts, which was said to
have drawn crowds and en-
thused theparty's rankand file.

It is also being held amid
seat-sharing discussions for
Bihar's 243 Assembly seats be-
tween the allies of the
OppositionMahagathbandhan
ledby theRJD.

CongresssourcessaidaCWC
meetingisbeingheldinBiharaf-
terdecades.“Theideaofholding
theextendedCWCmeetinBihar
is to give amessage to theparty
leadersandworkers in thestate
that the entire AICC is behind
them,”aCongress insider said.

“Among themain issues to
betakenupduringtheextended

CWCmeetingwillbe'votechori'
andSIR–andhowthepartywill
takethemtothepeopledownto
thegrassroots level. Thiswill be
agreatmomentforworkersand
leadersofBihartoexpressthem-
selves in front of the Congress
top leadership,”hesaid.

“Otherissuesthatwillbedis-
cussed at the CWCwill include
how the Congress and its allies
in the Opposition INDIA bloc
stood united during the
MonsoonSessionof Parliament
and stalled its proceedings in
protestagainsttheBiharSIR,”the
party insider said.

Soon after holding a press
conferencelastmonthwherehe
accusedtheECandtheBJPofal-
legedlyperpetrating“votechori”
in elections, citing the “theft” of
1,��,25� votes in the
Mahadevapura Assembly seg-
ment in the Bangalore Central
constituency in the 2�24 Lok
Sabha polls, Rahul had under-
taken his Bihar Yatra during
which he used a slogan “vote
chor, gaddi chhodh”, targeting
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi.

ABiharCongress leader said
itwas a “good decision” to hold
the CWC in the state on the eve
of the elections. “Not just our
party,butother INDIAallieswill
also get a message that the
CongressisseriousaboutBihar.It
will yieldgood results,” said the
leader.

Congress whip in the Lok
Sabha,ManickamTagore,aCWC
member,toldTheIndianExpress
thattheextendedCWCmeeting
would “galvanise” the party
cadreinthestate.“Wedidanex-
tendedCWCmeetinHyderabad
beforetheTelanganaelectionsin
2�23. It will be a message to
every leader in Bihar that the
party’s top leadership from
acrossIndiastandswiththepeo-
pleof Bihar,” saidTagore.

The newly-created Bihar
Congress Pradesh Election
Committee (PEC) is holding its
firstmeetingThursdaytodiscuss
seat-sharing and the names of
probable candidates for theup-
coming polls. The PECwill then
submititsreporttotheCongress
highcommand.

Rajnath: Op Sindoor paused
without 3rd-party intervention

UnionDefenceMinisterRajnathSinghpaĀs floral tributesat
theWarMemorialduring ‘HĀderabadLiberationDaĀ’
celebrations, inTelangana’sSecunderabad,WednesdaĀ.PTI

EXTENDEDMEETONSEPū4 CAG-Connect
portal ‘ready
for launch’

Bhatwas
founding
memberof
separatist
group

Ex-Hurriyat chief, ‘voice of moderation’ Abdul Gani Bhat dies at 90

BƊeƉemħlifƊiĄg Şhe
ħiĄĄacleĒfhaľdƈĒľk

ŞhľĒűgheƉŞľaĒľdiĄaľƊ
leadeľŅhiħ, ƊĒűhaƇe
iĄŅŞilled a cűlŞűľe Ēf
achieƇiĄggľeaŞ gĒalŅĹ

—DROUPADIMURMU
PRESIDENT

UĄdeľ ƊĒűľ ƇiŅiĒĄaľƊ
leadeľŅhiħ, IĄdia iŅ

makiĄg amaľk ĒĄ Şhe
glĒbal ŅŞage aĄdmĒƇiĄg
ŅŞeadilƊ ŞĒƈaľdŅ ŞhegĒal
Ēf a deƇelĒħedĄaŞiĒĄĹ

—CPRADHAKRISHNAN
VICE-PRESIDENT
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MISSION CHARDI KALA

Together, let’s rebuild Punjab

CSR contributions as well as contributions from NGOs, NRIs, OCIs and foreign citizens can be received under this Mission.

CHIEF MINISTER'S RANGLA PUNJAB FUND
Contribute to

Just as “Chardi Kala” signifies the eternal

spirit of strength and optimism, especially in

the face of adversity, Mission Chardi Kala is a call

to action for all Indians, especially Punjabis,

globally to rise together as one family in the

time of Punjab’s greatest adversity.

Please donate generously — so that together,

we can rebuild our great state of Punjab.

A disaster that affected all 23 districts of
Punjab & 2,300+ villages

20 lakh people affected & 56 lives lost

3,200+ schools & 1,400+ healthcare centres
damaged

Over &8,500 km of roads
destroyed2,500 bridges/culverts

Over of crops destroyed5 lakh acres

To Donate Visit

Scan QR Code to donate

rangla.punjab.gov.in

rangla.punjab.gov.in
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MISRULE OF LAW
Wilful lapses—andlackofaccountability—ofpolice

inDelhiriotscasesunderminedueprocess

F
IVEYEARSAFTERmorethan5�peoplewerekilledinoneoftheworstcommu-

nalriotsinthenationalcapital,thewheelsofjusticeappeartobemovingslowly.

As of August 2�25, of the 695 cases of rioting, arson, and unlawful assembly

filed byDelhi Police, verdicts have been pronounced only in 116,with 97 ac-

quittals. In themselves, these figurespaintadismalpictureof investigativeandprosecu-

torialfailuresandjudicialdelays.Theyare,unfortunately,onlyaprologuetoamoredisturb-

ingstory.Aninvestigationbythisnewspaperhasfoundthatinatleast93ofthe97acquittals,

courtspointedoutprocedural lapsesand, insomecases,outright fabricationof evidence

andwitnessstatementsbytheDelhiPolice.Judgeshavepulledupinvestigatingofficersfor

“paddingevidence”,preparingfalsestatementsto“belatedlysolvethecase”,and“dictat-

ing”witnessstatements.Both in themselvesandaspartof abroaderpattern intheDelhi

riotscases, theactionsof thepolicedentthecredibilityof the justicesystem.

DuringtheDelhiriots,questionswereraisedaboutthepolice's lackofaction.Attimes,

theconductofitspersonnelinvitedevenmoreseriousallegations.Lastyear,forinstance,the

DelhiHighCourtaccusedthepoliceofbeing“drivenbyabigotedmindset”afternoaction

wastakenagainstpolicemenwhowereseeninvideosbeatingupayoungmanduringthe

riots. Intimeswhentensionbetweencommunitiesrunshigh, thepolicemustnotbeseen

asdoinganythingthatshowsitasprejudiced—anything lessalso threatenstoviolate the

fundamentalpromiseof theConstitutionandthe ruleof law.TheDelhiPolicewasnotal-

waysfaithfultothatprincipleduringtheriotsinthecity.AsAdditionalSessionsJudgeParveen

Singhpointedoutwhile acquitting sixpeople, therehasbeen “a serious tramplingof the

rightsoftheaccused...Suchinstancesleadtoseriouserosionofthefaithofthepeopleinthe

investigatingprocessandtheruleof law.”Thatnoneof theofficershavefacedcriminalac-

tionforlyingtothecourtpointstothelackofenforcementofanti-perjurylaws,andabroader

lackofaccountabilitywhereit isneededmost—amongthosemeanttoupholdthelaw.

The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act has been deployed in several of the riots

cases. TheAct's stringent provisions relax theburdenof proof andmakebail for the ac-

cused extremelydifficult. In somecases, thepolice andprosecutionhave sought, ques-

tionably,tolinktheDelhiriotswiththe2�2�protestsagainsttheCiti}enshipAmendment

Act(CAA),andevenequatedthelatterwithterrorism.Atthesametime,thepoorconvic-

tionrateinthefractionofcasesinwhichaverdicthasbeenpronouncedisamarkerof the

deficiencies and inefficiencies of the criminal justice system as awhole.With a cloud

over the investigations, amodicumof closure for the victimswill remain elusive. The

DelhiPolicemustbeheldaccountable for its shortcomings. Itmust coursecorrect.

CHECK THE DELUGE
Flood-proofingshouldbecome

ayear-roundexerciseinPunjab

P
UNJABHASBEENravagedbyfloodsforthesecondtimeinthreeyears.Swollen

rivers have inundated areas once considered flood-proof, jolting thosewho

earlierblamedseasonaldelugessolelyontopographyornature’sfury.Thede-

structionthreatenstosetbackthestate’seconomybyyears.Asthewatersre-

cede, the stench of rotting crops and carcasses suffocates locals, fertile fields lie under a

thickcrustof silt, andthe fearofdiseasehangsheavy intheair. Thestatewasbatteredby

floods in2�19,when theCongresswas inpower, andagain in2�23, ayearafter theAam

Aadmi Party took charge. Then therewere extreme rain events such as those of August

2�17,whenanhour’sdownpour leftMohali, Punjab’seducationandstart-uphub,under

chest-deepwater.Then,asnow,expertsspokeof theneedformitigationandprevention.

Talkhas, however, rarely translated intoaction. The riverbedsof theSutlej, Beas, Ravi

andrivuletssuchastheGhaggarandChakkihaverisenby5to12feetatseveralpointsdue

to siltation, reducing theirwater-carrying capacity to a third. Embankments, or dhussi

bundhs,areoftenweakandpoorlymaintained.TheRavibreacheditsbundhsat42places

this year, thehighest ever in recordedhistory. Twogates of themore than a century-old

Madhopur barragewerewashed away. Rainfall, too,was extraordinary. Punjab experi-

enced itswettest August in 26 years,while the firstweek of September brought nearly

2��percentabove-normalrainfall.AddingtothestrainweretheBhakra,Pong,andRanjit

Sagar dams, pushed to their limits by heavy inflows fromHimachal Pradesh, itself bat-

teredbytorrential rainsandcloudbursts.

Climate change is a reality that cannot bewishedaway. The state,which allowed it-

self just 17 days to prepare for themonsoon,must do far better. Not long ago, both the

Centre andstatewould call their first flood-preventionmeetings inFebruary,withdes-

ignatedofficersspendingsleeplessnightsthroughtheseason.Thatcultureofearlyprepa-

rationandvigilancehaswithered.Ascommunitiesnowbandtogethertorepairembank-

ments and raisenewones, thegovernmentmustmovebeyond firefighting toplugging

glaringholes in its flood-prevention strategy. Barrages, sluice gates, and embankments

needurgentstrengthening,whiledesiltingriversshouldbecomeayear-roundexercise.

Thechoice is stark:Punjabcaneither continue spendingcolossal sumsonrelief and re-

habilitationevery fewyears,or investa fractionof that inprevention.Thedamage isnot

just economic— recurring floods carry a social and emotional cost, fuelling fears that

theywill only hasten the exodus of young people from the state. As Punjab counts its

losses, the lesson isunmistakable—prepareorperish.

A STAR, AN IDEALIST
RobertRedfordbroughtnuancetostardom,gravity

toromance,andindependencetosilverscreen

S
HESEESHIMwithhisfriendsatthedinersheworksin—uppercrust,politically

agnostic— attractive and infuriating in the samebreath. If there’s amoment

that captures theessenceof TheWaĀWeWere (1973)—twopeopledrawnto-

getherbylove,dividedbytheweightofwhotheyare—itcouldwellbethis.The

tender and tumultuous romancebetweenBarbraStreisand’s idealistic andpoliticalKatie

MoroskyandRobertRedford’s talented, carefreeHubbellGardiner spanswartime,black-

lists and the slowerosion of idealism. But gettingRedford to agree to the Sydney Pollack

classic, Streisandwrote in hermemoirMĀName is Barbra, was anything but easy: “Bob

(Redford)askedSydney,‘Whoisthisguy(hischaracter)?He’sjustanobject…’InBob’sopin-

ion,hewas ‘shallowandone-dimensional.’”Andso, thecharacterwas redrafted, fleshing

outtheHubbellGardinerthatRedfordwouldeventuallysparktounforgettablelifeonscreen.

In an industry dominated bypageantry, it is this artistic integrity thatmadeRedford,

whodiedonTuesdayat89,standapart.Overacareerspanningsixdecades,Redford’scon-

tributionswentfarbeyondhisluminouspresenceasamatineeidol.Fromthemoralambi-

guityof ThreeDaĀsof theCondor (1975) to thecharismaofButchCassidĀand theSundance

Kid (1969), to the intensityofAll thePresident’sMen (1976),Redfordcapturedthe tensions

ofachangingAmericawithnuanceandsensitivity.

Butit isbehindthecamerathatRedford’struecinematiclegacylies.Hebelievedinsto-

rytelling thatwas intimate, urgent, and often uncomfortable. In founding the Sundance

Institute, he reshaped the trajectory of independent film.His directorialworksOrdinarĀ

People(198�)andARiverRunsThroughIt(1992)reflectafilmmakerdrawntothequietcom-

plexitiesofhumanconnection.Inhisrefusaltosugar-coatreality,Redfordreimaginedwhat

cinemacouldbe—notjustentertainment,butaplatformfortruth,beautyandchange.

PARTNERS IN TURBULENT TIMES

PMModi’s Japanvisitreaffirmedsharedstakeininnovation,multilateraldiplomacĀ

THEDEVASTATINGFLOODSinDehradunhave
onceagainlaidbarethefragilityofourmoun-
tainstates.Monsoon2�25hasaffectedJammu
andKashmir,Himachal Pradesh, Punjab and
Uttarakhandinwaysthatremindusofchang-
ing climate and an unforgiving terrain.
Cloudbursts, landslides, and floods have
brought tragedy tohundredsof families, dis-
ruptedpilgrimagesanddevastatedcrops.

Amid thegrief, thedisastermanagement
apparatushasrespondedwithspeed,coordi-
nation,andinnovation.Soldiers,airmen,engi-
neers, paramilitary forces, disaster response
professionals, and—perhapsmost inspiring
— local volunteers, have stood shoulder to
shoulder tosave lives. Localgovernmentoffi-
cialshavenotbeenfarbehind.InUttarakhand,
adeputycommissionerwalkedover36hours
toreachflash-flood-ravagedDharali.

In J&K, extreme rain in late August un-
leashed floods across the Chenab and Tawi
basins, claimingover14� lives.Withinhours,
theArmy laid emergencyBailey bridges, the
AirForcedeployedhelicoptersfromJammuair-
field, and theNDRF surged inwith specialist
teams.Army,localpolice,CRPF,andSDRFper-
sonnelevacuatedyatrisfromMachailandVais-
hnoDevi. Army communication teams and
serviceprovidersworkedhand inhand to re-
vivedamagedfibreandmobiletowers.

Punjab faced a swollen Ravi, Beas and
Sutlej,withrecordinflowsatBhakraandPong
dams. NDMAcoordinatedwith the Central
WaterCommission, IMDandBBMB to regu-
late releases and prevent catastrophic
breaches. The savingof livesnearMadhopur
Headworks—whereArmyAviation airlifted
CRPFpersonnelminutesbeforeabuildingcol-
lapsed—wasemblematicof theagilityof re-
sponders.InHimachalPradesh,torrentialrains
triggered slope failures and flash floods, par-
ticularly in Chamba, Kullu and Lahaul-Spiti.
Many liveswere lost, butmore than1�,���
strandedpilgrims of theManimaheshYatra
wereevacuatedsafely.TheArmy,IAF,ITBPand
SDRFmounteddifficultoperations in treach-
erousterrain,whiletheBROworkedtirelessly
torestorebrokenroadsandbridges.Droneim-

agerywasusedextensivelyfordamageassess-
mentandtoguidereliefefforts.

InUttarakhand,theArmybuilta4��-foot
aerialcableway,restoredbridges,anddeployed
engineers and SAR dogs. The Air Force’s
Chinooksliftedheavyequipment,andUCADA
supplemented itwith civil helicopters. SDRF
and ITBP, supported by drones and satcom
links, ensured swift evacuations. Temporary
Incident CommandPosts enabled real-time
coordinationacrossagencies.

India’s disaster response today is layered
andprofessional. Theuseof drones, satellite
communication, OneWeb links, Doppler
radars,andtheIMD’snowcastingcapabilities
reflectanembraceof innovation.Technology
is the bu}}wordwith the HomeMinister,
HomeMinistryandtheNDMA.Nodoubtthe
response by the governmentwas agile and
professionalbutwiththeintensitywitnessed,
morehereisactually less. If disastermanage-
ment in theHimalaya is to be future-ready,
technologyhastobescaledupmassively.The
GeologicalSurveyof India(GSI)mustexpand
landslidemappingbasedonsoil soakingand
slope gradient, while theNational Remote
SensingCentre (NRSC)mustmonitor glacial
lakesanddebrisflowsona24x7basis.

GIS-based (Geographical Information
Systems) riskmapping is no longer optional.
Theroleofdronesmustexpandintopredictive
surveillance of slopes, rivers, and glaciers.
Artificialintelligence,fedwithlocalisedhydro-
met data, can help forecast flash floods and
cloudburstswith greater accuracy. Initiatives
such as theGorakhpurModel of urban flood
controlareworthstudyingandreplicating.

Yet, thereare limits towhatgovernments
can achieve on their own. Despite lakhs of
warningsissuedthroughSMSandtheSachet
app, toomany citi}ens remain unaware of
whattodowhenalertsarrive.Pilgrimagecor-
ridorslikeMachailorGangotriremainvulner-
ablebecausefootfallcontinuesevenduringred
alerts.Construction inriverbeds, slopedesta-
bilisationbyuncheckeddevelopment,anddis-
regardofbuildingnormsexacerbatetherisk.

Everyciti}enshouldknowthelocalevac-

uation routes if alarmsare soundedor alerts
received, the location of their nearest relief
shelter, and the steps to takewhenwarnings
arrive. TheNDMA’sAapdaMitra (Friends in
Disaster) programme is a good start, but it
needsdeeper penetration into schools, pan-
chayats and residentwelfare associations.
Mockdrills shouldnotbeseenastokenexer-
cises, but as essential community training.
State governments need to demand regular
disastertrainingandawarenesseventsbythe
NDMA. Fortunately, theArmed Forces have
comeonboardtoseekbetterprofessionalun-
derstandingofdisastermanagement.

Responseisonlythefirstchapter.Recovery
and reconstruction—the “buildbackbetter”
phase—areequallycrucial.Roadsmustbere-
builtwithslopestabilisationinmind.Riverem-
bankmentsmustbereinforcedwhilecontrol-
ling illegalmining. The network of doppler
radarsmustbemademoredenseacrossval-
leys, and earlywarning systems for cloud-
bursts, landslides, and glacial lake outbursts
mademorelocalised.Forthis,atechnicallyori-
ented disastermanagement community of
professionalswilleventuallybeneeded.

Civilsociety,withitslocalknowledge,must
be integrated into district disastermanage-
ment authorities. Sustainable buildingprac-
tices,adherencetoseismiccodes,andstricten-
forcement of “no-build }ones” along
riverbanksarelife-savingmeasures.Resilience
must be the cornerstone of future develop-
mentintheecologically-fragileHimalaya.

Thismonsoonhasrevealedthestrengthof
India’sdisasterresponseandthegapsthatre-
main.Our soldiers, responders, and civil ad-
ministrators have done their duty, often at
greatrisktothemselves.Butdisastermanage-
ment is not the government’s burden alone.
Everyciti}enmusttreatdisasterpreparedness
asseriouslyasvotingorpayingtaxes.Onlythen
canIndiatrulyberesilientinthefaceofclimate
changeandinfrastructuredevelopment.

Thewriterisaformercorpscommanderofthe
Srinagar-based15Corpsandmemberof

NDMA.Viewsarepersonal

PRIMEMINISTERNARENDRAModi’s recent
visit to Japan reaffirmed the enduring part-
nership between our two nations. It deep-
ened mutual trust and cooperation and
chartedavisionofapartnershipdesignedto
lastfordecades.Thespiritofthisvisitwasher-
aldedinGujaratafewdaysearlier,whenPM
ModiinauguratedMarutiSu}uki’sfirstMade-
in-India global strategic Battery Electric
Vehicle production line in Hansalpur on
August26.Heremindedusthatourpartner-
ship is rooted in culture, anddecadesof col-
laboration. Companies likeMaruti Su}uki
havebecome“brandambassadorsof‘Makein
India’”,continuingtostrengthenthefounda-
tionof “ViksitBharat2�47”.

PMModi’svisittoJapantookplaceatacrit-
icaljunctureforbothIndiaandJapan.Amidto-
day’sgeopoliticalvolatility,ourpartnershipis
not just desirable but indispensable. Among
themostsignificantoutcomesofthevisitwas
the transformation of our “Special Strategic
andGlobal Partnership” intoone that is truly
strategic in substance: There are no areas
whereourtwocountriescannotcooperate.

During the two-day visit, PMModi and
PrimeMinister Shigeru Ishiba delved into a
widerangeofareas—fromdefenceandsecu-
ritytobusinesscooperation,fromcutting-edge
technologyandinnovationtopeople-to-peo-
pleexchange.Thevisitembodiedthebreadth
and depth of our bilateral cooperation and
highlightedtheimportanceofJapanasIndia’s
trustedstrategicpartner.

ThevisitalsopavedthewayforwhatPrime
MinisterModicalled“agoldenchapter”inour
relationship.Thetwoleadersissuedfiveleader-
level documents and recognised over 18�
Memorandumsof Cooperation (MoCs), set-
tingoutaroadmapforfuturecooperationand
announcing concrete initiatives across fields.

Thesetangibleoutcomes,inPMModi’swords,
“built a strong foundation for a newgolden
chapter” in the India–Japanpartnership, sig-
nallingrenewedmomentuminourties.

Anotherhighlightwas thevisit toMiyagi
Prefecture. The two leaders travelled by
Shinkansen,Japan’siconicbullettrain,under-
scoringitsroleasaflagshipIndia–Japanproj-
ectaimedatbringingtheShinkansentoIndian
soil. At Tokyo ElectronMiyagi Ltd, a leading
semiconductor company, theywitnessed its
advancedmanufacturingcapabilitiesandcol-
laborativeprojectswithIndia.Thesemoments
illustrated the growing significance of
India–Japancooperation in critical technolo-
giesandindustrieswhereourpartnershipcan
delivertransformativeresults.

Lookingahead,therearefiveareaswhere
sustained effort is particularly needed,
among others. First, economic security:
Under the new “Economic Security
Initiative,”wemustacceleratecollaboration
inareassuchassemiconductors,criticalmin-
erals,AI, andsupplychains.

Second, Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs): JapaneseMSMEs are
key to accelerating “Make in India,Make for
theWorld”.Japanremainscommittedtosup-
porting themas our two countrieswork to-
wardthenew1�-trillion-yen(approx.$68bil-
lion) investment target and continued
improvement of the business environment.
India-Japancooperationextendsbeyondcen-
tral governments, encompassing amultifac-
etedpartnership includingbusiness collabo-
rationandstate–prefecturalexchanges.

Third, defence equipment: The “Joint
DeclarationonSecurityCooperation”wasre-
visedforthefirsttimein17years,reflectingthe
rapidly changing geopolitical landscape,
strengthened security dialogues, and ex-

panded joint exercises. Basedon the revised
declaration,wewill intensify cooperationon
defence equipment and technology transfer,
developingprojectstofollowUNICORN(naval
unifiedcomplexradioantenna).

Fourth, people-to-people exchange:
The two leaders announced the
“Japan–India Human Resource Exchange
Initiative,”whichsetsanewtarget forpeo-
ple-to-people exchanges to promote the
development, exchange, andcirculationof
mutually complementary human re-
sources between our two countries.

Fifth,multilateralandminilateralcooper-
ation:Our close partnership in the interna-
tionalarena—asnationssharingfundamental
values and interests—plays a critical role in
addressingglobalchallenges. Japanfullysup-
ports India’s hosting of theQuadSummit to
promotepeace,stability,andprosperityinthe
Indo-Pacific region, andwill continuework-
ingalongsideIndiainmultilateralforasuchas
theG2�,theUnitedNations,andglobalcoun-
terterrorismefforts.

PMModi’svisittoJapanremindedusthat
theIndia–Japanpartnershiphasneverbeenas
crucialasitistoday.Lookingaheadtothe75th
anniversaryofdiplomaticrelationsin2�27,we
are celebrating September andOctober as
“JapanMonth,” with events that promote
India–Japan ties. This year alsomarks the
Japan–India Science, Technology, and Inno-
vationExchangeYear. These initiatives bring
the people of our two countries even closer
andstrengthenourstrategicpartnership.

Asweembarkonthisnewgoldenchapter,
I amconfident that our cooperationwill not
onlystrengthenournationsbutalsoshapethe
futureoftheIndo-Pacificandthewiderworld.

ThewriterisambassadorofJapantoIndia

No doĭbĥ ĥhe Ĕeęponęe bķ
ĥhe goĴeĔnmenĥ ĵaę agile
and pĔofeęęional bĭĥ ĵiĥh
ĥhe inĥenęiĥķ ĵiĥneęęed,
moĔe heĔe ię acĥĭallķ leęę. If
dięaęĥeĔ managemenĥ in ĥhe
Himalaķa ię ĥo be fĭĥĭĔe-
Ĕeadķ, ĥechnologķ haę ĥo be
ęcaled ĭp maęęiĴelķ. The
Geological SĭĔĴeķ of India
(GSI) mĭęĥ eĶpand
landęlide mapping baęed on
ęoil ęoaking and ęlope
gĔadienĥ, ĵhile ĥhe Naĥional
Remoĥe Senęing CenĥĔe
(NRSC) mĭęĥ moniĥoĔ
glacial lakeę and debĔię floĵę
on a ī4Ķĝ baęię.

PM ModiĐę Ĵięiĥ ĥo Japan
ĥook place aĥ a cĔiĥical
jĭncĥĭĔe foĔ boĥh India and
Japan. Amid ĥodaķĐę
geopoliĥical Ĵolaĥiliĥķ, oĭĔ
paĔĥneĔęhip ię noĥ jĭęĥ
deęiĔable bĭĥ indiępenęable.
Among ĥhe moęĥ ęignificanĥ
oĭĥcomeę of ĥhe Ĵięiĥ ĵaę ĥhe
ĥĔanęfoĔmaĥion of oĭĔ
ĊSpecial SĥĔaĥegic and Global
PaĔĥneĔęhipČ inĥo one ĥhaĥ ię
ĥĔĭlķ ęĥĔaĥegic in ęĭbęĥance:
TheĔe aĔe no aĔeaę ĵheĔe oĭĔ
ĥĵo coĭnĥĔieę cannoĥ
coopeĔaĥe.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA

B E C A U S E T H E T R U T H I N V O L V E S U S A L L

§ §

THEINDIANEXPRESS,THURSDAY,SEPTEMBERě8,ūƓū5

WORDLYWISE
The single raindrop never feels

responsible for the flood..

— DOUGLAS ADAMSTHEEDITORIALPAGE

BID TO END WAR

INDIAISLIKELYtotakeafreshinitiativetoend
the Iran-Iraqwar. At thebehest of the Prime
Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, theMinister of State
forExternalAffairs,KhurshedAlamKhan,who
isleavingforNewYorkonFridaytoattendthe
UNGeneralAssemblysession, isexpectedto
contact Iranianand Iraqidelegations inabid
tofindacommongroundtoendthewar.

ENLF TALKS TO PM
REPRESENTATIVESOF THE EelamNational
LiberationFront(ENLF)conveyedtoPMRajiv

Gandhi,theirapprehensionthatthedraftpro-
posalsevolvedbytheSriLankangovernment
wouldnotmeettheaspirationsof theTamils.

INDO-BANGLA TIES

THEBANGLADESHMILITARYPresident, Lt-
GenHMErshad,expressedthehopethatsome
of theoutstanding issuesbetween India and
Bangladeshwouldbe solvedwithin thenext
twomonths. ThePresidentwasaddressinga
newsconference at Bangabhaban. “Themist
isclearing,”hesaidregardingIndo-Banglare-
lations.Hesaidhisgovernmentwasdoing its
besttomaintainagoodrelationshipwithIndia.

DRAFT SEVENTH PLAN

THE PLANNING COMMISSION has ap-
proved the draft Seventh Plan. The com-
mission which met under the chairman-
ship of the Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi,
envisageda total public sectoroutlayof Rs
18�,��� crore. Apart from the full-time
members of the commission, themeeting
was attendedby theDefenceMinister, P V
Narasimha Rao, the Minister of State for
Planning, K R Narayanan, V P Singh, the
Finance Minister, and Buta Singh, the
Agriculture Minister, who is also a mem-
ber of the planning body.

SEPTEMBER 18, 1985, FORTYYEARSAGO

Keiichi Ono

Afuture-readydisastermanagement inHimalaya
requiresamassive technologyscale-up

Securing valleys and slopes

SyedAtaHasnain

Jaipur Jaipur
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ĊThe inĥeĔim goĴeĔnmenĥ, inheĔenĥlķ ĵeak aę iĥ ię, cannoĥ pĔoĴide ĥhe long-ĥeĔm
ęĥabiliĥķ needed ĥo ĥackle ĥheęe challengeę. Pĭblic confidence in goĴeĔnance in
geneĔal ęeemę ăĭiĥe loĵ. The coęĥ of a delaķed democĔaĥic ĥĔanęiĥion haę alęo been
eĴidenĥ in Ĕięing ęocial ĭnĔeęĥ.Č — THEDAILYSTAR,BANGLADESHTHE IDEASPAGE
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When a poet
is cancelled

RESPECT NATURE

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Heedthe
hills’(IE,September17).ThePunjaband
Himachalfloodshavealreadycausedse-
veredevastationtohumansandwildlife
alike, and now the flash floods at
Dehradunhaveonlyaddedinsulttothe
crisis.Recklessdeforestation,population
explosion, rapid urbanisation andpoor
implementationoflawsareallaccount-
ableforclimatechangeandtheconcomi-
tant calamities. These incidentsmust
shake theconscienceof thepeopleand
thegovernmentsandareawake-upcall
to get their acts together. Playingwith
natureisakintoplayingwithfire.

AanĀaSinghal,Noida

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Heedthe
hills’ (IE, September 17). The recent
floodsinDehradunweren’t justanatu-
ral disaster, they were a human one.
Familieswadedthroughwaist-deepwa-
ter,heritagesites likeTapkeshwartem-
plestoodsubmerged,andtheMaldevta
bridgecrumbledlikeaforgottenprom-
ise. Locals shared foodwith strangers,
rescued pets, and clung to hopewhile
waiting for help. But hope alone isn’t a
strategy.Uncheckedconstruction,poor
drainage, andmissing earlywarnings
turnedadownpourintodevastation.We
oweit tothoseaffectedtodemandbet-
ter,strongerinfrastructure,transparent
planning,andrealaccountability.Letthis
not be another headlinewe scroll past.
Letitbethemomentwechoosetocare,
act, andrebuildwithconscience.

IshaGogia,Ludhiana

TRADE & SOVEREIGNTY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Ease of
trade’ (IE, September17).Whilethedis-
cussions highlight the importance of
strengtheningbilateralrelations,certain
US demands raise concerns for India’s
economicsovereignty.TheUShasurged
IndiatoreduceitsimportsofRussianoil
andopensensitive sectors suchasagri-
culture and dairy.Trade partnerships
must indeed grow, but they shouldnot
comeat thecostof India’s strategic and
economicindependence.Abalancedap-
proachwhere Indiaprotects its core in-
terestswhile engaging constructively
withglobalpartners isneeded.

AarchiVerma,Rajpura

CULTURAL EXCHANGE

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘A different
ballgame’ (IE, September 16). The
Pahalgam attack has understandably
heightenedtensions,nowvisibleonthe
cricket field.Yet, in thesedifficult times,
wemust ask: Shouldcultural exchange
between India and Pakistan continue?
Despitepoliticaldivides,oursharedher-
itage,music, language,andart remaina
powerful bridge. Cultural dialogue fos-
tersempathy,countersmisinformation,
andremindsusofourcommonhuman-
ity.Suspendingsuchexchangesmayof-
fer momentary relief, but long-term
peace demands connection, not isola-
tion.Letusnotallowviolencetosilence
thevoicesofpeace.Culturalexchangeis
notweakness; it isresilience.

DeepikaKataria,Chandigarh

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

Sĥill, ĥhe dięęaĥięfacĥion ię
Ĕeal. When ķoĭng people in
Noida oĔ Neĵ YoĔk ăĭeęĥion
capiĥalięm, ĥheķ aĔe noĥ
neceęęaĔilķ calling foĔ
collecĥiĴięed faĔmę oĔ fiĴe-
ķeaĔ planę. Theķ aĔe
eĶpĔeęęing a ķeaĔning foĔ
faiĔneęę, foĔ digniĥķ, foĔ a
ęķęĥem ĥhaĥ doeę noĥ leaĴe
ĥhem behind. When ĥheķ
inĴoke ęocialięm, ĥheķ ofĥen
mean a ęocieĥķ ĵheĔe baęic
needę aĔe meĥ ĵiĥhoĭĥ
anĶieĥķ, ĵheĔe oppoĔĥĭniĥķ ię
noĥ hoaĔded, and ĵheĔe pĔofiĥ
doeę noĥ eclipęe people.

regulation, and redistribution.
In India, the debate is further compli-

cated by cultural and political factors. Our
economicdiscourseisoftenentangledwith
identity politics, regional aspirations, and
historicalgrievances.Theideaof “social jus-
tice”carriesdifferentmeanings indifferent
states.Theroleofcaste,community,andre-
ligioninshapingeconomicopportunitycan-
not be ignored. Nor can the legacy of colo-
nialism, which left deep scars on our
institutional fabric.

Andyet,thereissomethinghopefulinthe
veryfactof thisdebate. Itreflectsarefusalto
accept the status quo. It signals that people
believe society canbebetter, that the econ-
omycanservemorethan just shareholders,
andthatconstructivechangeispossible.The
magicof themarketwillnotappealtothose
whocannotaffordtoenterthemarketplace.
Theyknowwhat it feels like tobeexcluded,
andtheyknowwhat itmeans todream.

Intheend,thelabelsmatterlessthanthe
lived experience. Most societies today are
hybrids—capitalist instructure, socialist in
spirit. The challenge is not to choose one
over the other, but to design systems that
balance efficiency with empathy, innova-
tionwithinclusion. India,withitspluralism
and pragmatism, is uniquely positioned to
lead this conversation.

Aswemoveforward, letusembracethe
moral complexityof oureconomicchoices.
Letus resist theallureof purity and instead
strive forbalance. Letus recognise thatdis-
satisfactionisnotathreat—it isasignofen-
gagement. And let us remember that the
goal isnottowinanideologicalbattle,butto
build a society where fewer people fall
through thecracks.

In that spirit, the debate between capi-
talism and socialism is not a binary – it is a
continuum. And India, like the rest of the
world, must find its place along that spec-
trum,guidednotbydogma,butbythelived
realitiesof its people.

Tharoor, fourth-termMP(LokSabha),
is the SahitĀaAkademiAward-winning

authorof 27books, includingTheBattleof
Belonging:OnPatriotism,Nationalism

andWhat itMeans tobe Indian

ARECENTGALLUPpoll in theUnitedStates
revealedastrikingshift:Only54percentof
Americans now express a positive view of
capitalism, the lowest since the survey be-
gan. Meanwhile, support for socialism has
crept upward, particularly among younger
voters. The “poster child” for this change is
the front-runner for Mayor of New York,
Zohran Mamdani, a self-proclaimed
Democratic Socialist who swept the
Democratic primary and speaks for immi-
grant communities and the under-class in
thatteemingcity.Thepartisandivideispre-
dictable—Republicans largely favour capi-
talism,Democrats aremoreopen to social-
ism — but the deeper story is one of
generational discontent. For many young
Americans,capitalismfeelslikeasystemde-
signedfortherichandthefew,notthemany.

This debate, though rooted inAmerican
politics,echoesglobally—includinginIndia,
where the terms “capitalism” and “social-
ism”carry theirownhistorical baggage. For
decades, India’s economic identity was
shapedbyNehruviansocialism,amodelthat
sought to combine democratic governance
with state-led development. Public sector
undertakings, planned economies, and a
cautiousapproachtoforeigninvestmentde-
finedtheearlydecadesof independence.The
goalwasnot ideologicalpurity,butnational
self-relianceandsocial equity.

Yet, by the early 199�s, the crackswere
visible. Bureaucratic inefficiency, fiscal
deficits, and a balance-of-payments crisis
forcedIndiatoliberaliseits“licence-permit-
quota Raj”. The 1991 reforms ushered in a
new era of market-driven growth, foreign
investment, and private enterprise.
Capitalism,onceviewedwithsuspicion,be-
cametheengineof India’seconomic resur-
gence.Themiddleclassexpanded,technol-
ogy boomed, and India began to stake its
claimon theglobal stage.

But as in theUnited States, the sheen of
capitalism has begun to dull for many
Indians. Rising inequality, jobless growth,
and the concentrationofwealth in ahand-
fulofcorporatehouseshavesparkedunease.
Thepromiseof liberalisationwasprosperity
for all; the reality, for many, has been pre-
carity. Farmers protest against corporate
controlof agriculture.Gigworkersdemand
basic protections. Youth face unemploy-
mentdespitedegrees.Thesystem,theyfeel,
is rigged in favourof thewealthy.

And yet, as in the American debate, the
terms themselves— capitalism and social-
ism—oftenobscuremore thantheyreveal.
Indiatodayisneitherapurecapitalistecon-
omynorasocialistone. It isahybrid,amessy
amalgam of market forces and state inter-
vention.Wehaveprivatehospitalsandpub-
lic health schemes,multinational corpora-
tionsandsubsidisedfoodgrains,billionaires
and welfare programmes. The Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), one of the
world’s largestsocialsecurityinitiatives,co-
exists with stock market exuberance and

start-upculture.
This blend is not accidental. It reflects a

pragmaticrecognitionthatneitherextreme
—unfetteredcapitalismnordoctrinaireso-
cialism— canmeet the needs of a diverse,
populous, and aspirational society. The
Indian state, like its American counterpart,
has long socialised certain public goods —
education, healthcare, food security — not
out of ideological commitment, but out of
necessity.Thegoal isnottoabolishmarkets,
but to temper themwithcompassion.

Still,thedissatisfactionisreal.Whenyoung
people inNoida orNewYork question capi-
talism,theyarenotnecessarilycallingforcol-
lectivised farms or five-year plans. They are
expressingayearningforfairness,fordignity,
forasystemthatdoesnotleavethembehind.
Whentheyinvokesocialism,theyoftenmean
asocietywherebasicneedsaremetwithout
anxiety,where opportunity is not hoarded,
andwhereprofitdoesnoteclipsepeople.

This yearning is not new. The welfare
statesofpost-warEuropewerebuiltnotjust
to rebuild economies, but to rebuild trust.
The National Health Service in Britain, for
instance, was founded on the belief that
healthcare should not be a commodity.
Aneurin Bevan, its architect, argued that a
capitalistsocietymustsocialisecertainserv-
ices to remainmoral. In India, similar im-
pulses shaped our early commitment to
public education, rural development, and
cooperative institutions.

What’s changed is the vocabulary.
Today’sdebatesare lessabout ideologyand
moreaboutoutcomes.Doesthesystemde-
liver?Doesitprotectthevulnerable?Doesit
reward effort without punishing misfor-
tune?Thesearequestionsthattranscendla-
bels.Andtheyarequestionsthat Indiamust
confront as it charts its path forward.

Thecurrentframingofcapitalismversus
socialism is historicallymyopic.When the
rightwarnsthatsocialismleadstodictator-
ship, pointing to Vene}uela or Stalinist
Russia, they collapse awide spectrum into
its most extreme endpoint. When the left
condemnscapitalismasinherentlyexploita-
tive, theyoverlook theways inwhichmod-
ern economies have already absorbed so-
cialist principles — through safety nets,

Between profit and promise

THEWEST BENGAL Urdu Academy has
postponed, perhaps cancelled, a literary
eventthatwastobeattendedbytheUrdu
writerandpoetJavedAkhtar.Newspapers
reported that the eventwas shelvedafter
pressure from a section of Muslimswho
objected to Akhtar’s past remarks. This
mindless cancellation is particularly dis-
heartening since it comes fromKolkata, a
city with a long, proud tradition of argu-
mentandart.

Akhtar’spersonalviewsonreligionare
well known, but they have nothing to do
with Urdu as a language. To link them to
IslamorMuslimsisacontinuingfollypro-
motedbyright-wingintereststhatbelieve
thatUrdu'spromotioninsomewayispro-
moting Islamic culture and is a continua-
tionof thepolicyofMuslimappeasement
that such groups believe successive gov-
ernmentsof Indiahave followedsince in-
dependence. Therefore, the signal from a
publicly funded body is chilling for cura-
tors,artists,poets,writers,publicmenand
women. It is a tacit reminder of such
groups protesting the writer Taslima
Nasreen, participating in events in India,
or, far worse, Hindu right-wing groups
forcingMFHusain into exile. In this case,
however, the loss is greater for Muslims
who need greater civic and intellectual
presence in themainstream,not less. The
communityor thosewhostandby it can-
not be left to constantly fight rear-guard
actionsagainst self-inflictederrors.

TheKolkataepisodecomesagainstthe
backdrop of some individuals, Muslim
clerics,reachingouttotheHinducommu-
nity, and theRSSChief coming forward to
meet these groups. The latter’s speeches
at a three-day conclave in NewDelhi re-
centlydealtsignificantlywithmovingfor-
ward on Hindu-Muslim relations.
However, his answer to one of the ques-
tions in theQ&A that followed -- thatRSS
members were free to follow their own
wishwhen it came to act on the two dis-
putedmosquesatKashiandMathuradis-
appointed many, in fact, causing much
consternation among Muslims.
Nonetheless, his initiative to improve the
much-disturbedrelationsis laudatoryand
significantlydifferentfromthephilosophy
propagatedbySangh ideologuesover the
past 1�decades.

ThetimeisnighforMuslimstocorrect
established opinions on the community.
Theymust fight the impression that the
communityisconservative,parochialand
lacks education, political andmoral lead-
ership.Today, thereisnosinglevoicefrom
thecommunity inIndiathatMuslimswill
listento.Therefore, theonusisonacollec-
tivegrouptokeepspeaking,keepwriting.
The way forward is to keep its own con-

trarianwriters, to keep the doors open to
fight the so-called “leaders”who assume
that role in view of the paucity of sane
voices.Thecommunityisnotamonolith-
- it includes the devout, the doubting re-
formists and the traditionalists; theUrdu
wallahs and tech professionals and
women’srightsactivists; left-orientedhis-
torians and intellectuals. They are all part
of amagnificent collage that is struggling
today because of its own contradictions.
Theyfaceanunassailablegovernmentthat
seems committed tomajoritarian domi-
nance. Therefore, when an academy
fundedbyasecularstateactsasifonlyone
theological reading confers the right to
shareastage, it reducesUrdu’scosmopol-
itan soul andmakes the tent smaller for
the community.

Protectingfreespeechcanfeeluncom-
fortable when such speech offends. But
even then, there is a pragmatic case for
hostingcontentiousvoices. JavedAkhtar’s
presenceattheKolkatafestivalwouldgive
people an opportunity to question him
with vigour. A firm ground would have
been set for fair, uninterrupted, tough
questions,andhewouldhaveanopportu-
nity to reply to critics and theologians
point by point. Instead, nowwe have an
unnecessary controversy andmisgivings
about theMuslimcommunity,painting it
with the same tainted brush as before. It
bearsrepeatingherethatmostof thepow-
erful defences of Muslims’ constitutional
rightshavecomefromalargeliberalHindu
community,which isalsoembarrassedat
suchpointlessandrecklessactions.Ifmod-
erate Hindus are to keep speaking up
against discrimination, then Muslims
must furnish themwith adequate ballast
to robustlydefend their community.

The immediate falloutof this incident
isanembarrassmentforMuslimsinIndia,
Muslims inWest Bengal and for the gov-
ernmentofWestBengal that let thishap-
pen. This was a time when there was
space–howevercontested-- fornational
cultural power centres. Bhagwat’s inter-
actions with clerics and scholars may or
maynot bear fruit, and scepticism is rea-
sonable. But engagingwith those spaces,
armed with data, case studies, and the
moralauthorityof acommunitythatper-
mitsdebateswithinandwithout,givesre-
formers leverage. Stepping away from
such engagement while simultaneously
narrowingculturalparticipationwithin is
a doublemistake.

Here I am reminded of a couplet from
Javed Akhtar's father, the late Jan Nisar
Akhtar:“Apnetareekmakaanosetobaahar
jhanko/ Ąindagi shama liĀe dar pe khadi hai
Āaaro” (Peep out of your dark homes/ life
standswitha lampatyourdoor).

The choice before Muslims is stark.
Oppose obscurantism, resist nonsensical
diktats and walk the path of modernity.
Or, asGeorge Santayana said: Thosewho
cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.

Thewriter is formervice chancellor,
JamiaMillia Islamia, former LtGovernor,

Delhi, andcurrentlĀ chairman,
AdvancedStudĀ InstituteofAsia

WestBengalUrduAcademyshould
haveengagedwith JavedAkhtar,

notclosed itself off

CR Sasikumar

Withroots insocialismandastake incapitalism, India’s
economic future lies inpragmatic reinvention

RECENTLY,TWOINDIANfilms,bothdirected
bywomen, captured theattentionof global
audiences—AllWeImagineasLightbyPayal
Kapadia and Songs of Forgotten Trees by
AnuparnaRoy.Both filmscentre the livesof
single women inMumbai. That they res-
onated so widely is telling. Stories about
womenlivingunattached,outsidethetradi-
tionalstructuresofmarriageandfamily,are
finallyfindingtheirplaceontheworldstage.

Forwomenfilmmakers,thisrecognition
is deeply rooted in the experience of exclu-
sion, invisibility, and discrimination, espe-
cially as a migrant in a city. When I first
movedtoMumbaiadecadeandahalfagoas
a singlewoman, I had little idea that some-
thing as ordinary as house huntingwould
becomeoneof thedefining struggles ofmy
life. Landlords’ suspicions, intrusive ques-
tions, and outright refusals weren’t just lo-
gisticalhurdles—theywerehumiliatingre-
mindersofhowurbanIndiapoliceswomen
whodare to livealone.Thatpersonalordeal
eventually became the subject ofmydocu-
mentary Bachelor Girls (2�16), echoing the
voices of countless women navigating the
samebattle.

Privacy is never truly private. Single
women are often stalked, watched, and
noted. Theirmovements become commu-
nal property—what time they return,who
theymeet, where they go. A womanwho

earnshersalary,paysher rent, andbuysher
groceriesshouldbeinsulatedfromsociety’s
intrusions.Inpractice,thereverseoftenhap-
pens.Neighbours, landlords,colleagues,and
even strangers feel entitled to ask: “Why is
shealone?Whovisitsherflat?Whydoesshe
returnlateatnight?”Afriendonceconfessed
that shekept apair ofmen’s slippersbyher
front door, simply toward off workers and
deliverymenfromassumingshelivedalone.
Even theactof callingaplumberorcarpen-
ter can feel unsafe. Another friend talked
about being blamedby the housing society
forherhaircloggingthedrainagepipes.The
urban woman may be economically au-
tonomous,buthersocialstandingisstillsub-
ject toconstantaudit.

Given the scrutiny, many independent
womendevelopasurvivalstrategy:Stayun-
seen, not confrontational; blend in, don’t
standout;minimiseexposure.

Perhapstheoutsiders—migrantwomen
who arrive in India’s metro cities like
Mumbai, to build their lives fromscratch—
areable tounravel thehiddencodesbehind
its cosmopolitan charade. They see the fis-
sures, the blind spots and the dualities,
throwing lightonsubtlebutexhaustingne-
gotiations women make every day: The
struggle forprivacy, fordignity, for the right
simply to exist in public andprivate spaces.
It isthereforenosurprisethatsuchnuanced

stories, unburdened by the “male ga}e” —
one-upmanship,competition,orviolence—
areresonatingmorestronglywithaudiences.

Amid these expressions, how much
agency dowomen truly possess? Cities are
dottedwith so-called “safe }ones” — pink
buses,women-onlycompartments,women-
drivencabs—thataremeanttoprotect.But,
infact, theyreinforceamoretroublingidea:
That thepublic sphere belongs tomen, and
that womenmust carve out their safety in
cordonedspaces.

The2�2�-21PeriodicLabourForceSurvey
revealed that nearly 47.9 per cent of Indian
womenwere classified asmigrants, com-
paredtojust1�.7percentofmen.Butscratch
beneath the surface, and one discovers the
uncomfortable truth: Over 87 per cent of
women reportedmarriage as the reason for
migration, while only about 1.9 per cent
movedforemploymentorhigherstudies.

In an era of economic growth anddi}}y-
ingtechnologicalchange,thesenumbersraise
anunsettlingquestion:Dowomentrulypre-
fertheknownsafetyoftheirfamilyhomes,or
are they simplymore risk-averse when it
comestoshiftingbases?Oris it thattherisks
of survival in a new city— safety, housing,
loneliness—ultimatelyoutweigh theprom-
iseof opportunity?Migration forwork, after
all,israrelyframedasambitionwhenitcomes
towomen;instead,itcanbejudgedasselfish,

unbecomingofthosewhoareexpectedtore-
mainthefamily’scaregivers.

Womenwho domigrate for jobs often
describe living with an invisible armour:
Scanningcabnumbers,sharinglivelocations,
rehearsingexcusestoplacateintrusiveland-
lords. The question isn’t whether awoman
can support herself, butwhether society is
ready toacceptherdecisions andself-suffi-
ciency. On social media, women— and in-
creasinglymen—areragingagainstpatriar-
chal norms, crafting bold newnarratives of
independence.Butbeyondtheelectricpulse
of Instagramreels,hasthescrutinyofoffline
life really loosened itsgrip?

SevenyearsafterBachelorGirls,beingsin-
glemayno longer be an anomaly—but the
perceptionsaround ithavebarelyshifted. “I
would still chooseMumbai over anywhere
else,”youoftenhearwomensay.Aswomen
creators bring their intimate relationship
with the city to the screen, cinema may
broaden both the experience and the con-
versation.Yettheparadoxremains:Canacity
thatpromisesfreedomeverdeliverituncon-
ditionally?ForevenaswomeninurbanIndia
livemoreindependentlivesthantheirmoth-
ers ever imagined, they remain tethered to
aga}e theymaynever fullyescape.

Makan isa filmmakerand
writerbased inMumbai

Carving out safety

ShikhaMakan

Cinemacanhighlightsinglewomen’sexperiencesincities,broadenconversation

Najeeb Jung
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UMMEED HOUSING FINANCE PVT. LTD
Registered ofice at : Unit 2009-14, 20th Floor, Magnum Global Park,
Golf Course Extension Road, Sec-58, Gurugram (Haryana)-122011

CIN: U64990HR2016PTC057984
APPENDIX IV [See rule 8(1)] POSSESION NOTICE

Whereas, The undersigned being the authorized oficer of the UMMEED HOUSING FINANCEPVT. LTD under the “Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcementof Security interest (Act, 2002(54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section13(12) read with [rule 3] of the security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued demandnotices to the Borrower/s as details herein under, calling upon the respective Borrowers torepay the amount mentioned in the notice with all costs ,charges and expenses till actual dateof payment within 60 days from the date of the receipt of the said notice.The said Borrower/Co-borrower/Guarantor/Mortgagor having failed to repay the amount,notice is hereby given to the borrower//Co-borrower/Guarantor/Mortgagor and the publicin general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession of the property describedherein below in exercise the powers conferred on him under sub-section (4) of section 13of the said act read with rule 8 of the security interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 on this date.The Borrower/Co-borrower/Guarantor/Mortgagor in particular and the public in general ishereby cautioned not to deal with the property and dealings with the property will be subjectto the charge of the UMMEED HOUSING FINANCE PVT. LTD. For the amount speciied thereinwith further interest, costs and Chagares from respective dates thereon until full payment.The Borrower’s attention is invited to provision of sub section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, inrespect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.Details of the Borrowers, Co-borrowers and Guarantors, Securities, Outstanding Dues,Demand Notice sent under Section 13(2) and Amount claimed thereunder and Date ofPossession is given as under:
Sr.
No

Name And Address Of The Borrower, Co Borrower
Guarantor Loan Account No. And Loan Amount

Demand Notice
Date

Symbolic
Possession Date

1 1. Dharmraj Gurjar S/o Ramkaran
(Borrower), 2. Ramkaran S/o Prabhu (Co-
Borrower), 3. Bari Bai W/o Ramkaran (Co-
Borrower) All Above Residing At- Ranipura,
Main Market, Bundi, Rajasthan – 323024
Loan No. LXDEO02823-240033716
Loan Agreement Date- 14-Feb-24
Loan Amt. Rs.8,50,000/-

14-APR-25 12-SEP-2025
Amount Due In Rs.

Rs. 8,71,502/- (Rupees EightLacs Seventy-One Thousand FiveHundred Two Only) As On 14-Apr-2025 + Further Interest And OtherCharges From 15-Apr-2025

Details Of The Secured Asset:- All That Part And Parcel Of Property Bearing Patta No.1061 Dated 17.07.2023, Sankalp No.07(II) Dated 23.05.2023, Admeasuring Area1813 Sq. Ft., Khasra No. 1370, Situated At-Gram Ranipura, Gram Panchayat Ranipura,Panchayat Samiti Hindoli, District- Bundi, Rajasthan. Bounded As: East- Land Of ShankarLal Gurjar, West - Bada Of Kalyan, North - Self Land, South - Road.
2 1. Suresh Meena S/o Bajrang Meena

(Borrower), 2. Durga Kumari Meena W/o
Suresh Meena (Co-Borrower) Both Above
Residing At Mata Ji Ka Khera, Gram Topa
Nayagaon, Bhilwara Rajasthan-311404
Loan No. LXSHP02824-250036002
Loan Agreement Date- 16-Apr-24
Loan Amt. Rs. 5,20,000/-

14-MAY-25 16-SEP-2025
Amount Due In Rs.

Rs. 5,35,977/-(Rupees Five LacsThirty Five Thousand Nine HundredSeventy Seven Only) As On 14-May-2025 + Further Interest AndOther Charges From 15-May-2025
Details Of The Secured Asset:- All That Part And Parcel Of Residential Patta No. 20,Book No. 595, Dated 05.10.2021, Sankalp No.01 Dated 20-09-2021, Admeasuring Area1300 Sq. Ft. I.e. 144 Sq.yds., Situated At- Gram Topa, Gram Panchayat Mataji Ka Khera,Panchayat Samiti Shahpura, District- Bhilwara, Rajasthan. Bounded As East - Self, West-Aam Rasta, North - Hemraj Meena, South - Shivram Meena.
Date: 18-Sep-2025
Place: Gurugram, Haryana

Authorized Oficer, Mr. Gaurav Tripathi Mobile- 9650055701
Ummeed Housing Finance Pvt. Ltd

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,SEPTEMBERěō

THE VICE Chancellor of
Udaipur’s Mohanlal Sukhadia
University, Sunita Mishra, ten-
dered an apologyWednesday
after facing backlash over call-
ingMughalemperorAurang}eb
as the “best administrator.”

Issuingavideoandawritten
apology,Mishrasaidsheapolo-
gises to Shri Rashtriya Rajput
Karni Sena, the people of
Mewar, Rajasthan, and espe-
ciallytheRajputcommunityfor
herwords.

“This land of Mewar is not
justageographical region,buta
symbol of valor, self-respect,
and sacrifice. It is this sacred
landthatgavebirthtoimmortal

heroes like Maharana Pratap
andPrithvirajChauhan,whore-
mainedsteadfast inthedefence
of theirmotherlandandreligion
even under the most difficult
circumstances. Their glorious
saga will always be a source of
inspiration for all of us,”Mishra
wrote inher apology.

“In a recent speech at an in-
ternational conference in
Udaipur, IdescribedAurang}eb
as a capable ruler. This deeply
hurt the sentiments of
Maharana Pratap's followers
andtheRajputcommunity.This
ismymistake.Myintentionwas
never to insult this immortal
land of heroes or its great he-
roes. Iwholeheartedlyapologise
to all the people of Mewar,
Rajasthan, and especially the
Rajput community formymis-

take,” Mishra said. “I consider
myself fortunatetohavehadthe
opportunity to work and serve
onthislandofMewar,sanctified
by the feet ofMaharana Pratap.
Respect and loyalty to this glo-
riouslandwillalwaysremainin
myheart.Therefore, Ionceagain
requestyoutoforgivemeforany
pain caused bymy statement,”
she said.

Speaking at the ‘Indian
KnowledgeSystem:ARoadmap
to Viksit Bharat 2�47’ confer-
ence on September 12, Mishra
hadsaid, forAurang}eb,that“as
(an) administrator, he is the
best.”

She had also ‘equated’
MaharanaPratapandPrithviraj
ChauhanwithAkbar,sayingthat
fromahistoricalperspective,we
keep hearing about all these

rulers.
Herstatementshadledtoin-

tense protests on the campus,
with students also locking her
chamber from outside for sev-
eral hours, burning her effigy,
smearingherphotoswithblack
ink, sitting on a protest calling
for her boycott and demanding
herresignation,andwritinglet-
ters to the Governor, with stu-
dent organisations ABVP, NSUI
and some caste outfits protest-
ingher statements.

Deputy CM and Higher
EducationMinisterPremChand
Bairwa had also taken cogni-
sanceof theissue,sayingthat“it
has come tomy notice, wewill
get a factual investigation done
andtakeactionbasedonthere-
port of thedepartment and the
District Collector.”

Udaipur varsity V-C apologises for
calling Aurangzeb ‘best administrator’

Jaipur:Twobrotherswerekilled
aftertheirmotorcyclewashitby
a truck hereWednesday after-
noon,police said.

A few hours later, their fa-
ther, shockedbythenewsofhis
sons' deaths, also passed away.
The incident occurred near a
dairy on the Chomu-Renwal
Roadunder theKaladerapolice
station area.

The victims, identified as
Lalchand Kumawat and
Rameshwarlal, residents of
Hasteravillage.Bothdiedonthe
spot. On receiving the news of
the accident, their father
Durgalal Kumawat fell uncon-
scious and died in the evening,
police said. PTI

2 brother killed
in road accident

ANANDMOHANJ
BHOPAL,SEPTEMBERěō

THE MADHYA Pradesh High
Court, while hearing a petition
filedbyaconstructioncompany
thathaschallengedbeingblack-
listed by the Madhya Pradesh
government over the infamous
right-angle railway overbridge
in Bhopal, has remarked that
“somebody's headwould roll”
nowthat the“scapegoat isout”.

Chief Justice Sanjeev
SachdevaandJusticeVinaySaraf
were hearing thematter when
the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment, which is a respondent in
the case, prayed for additional
time.

Chief JusticeSachdevaorally
remarked, "Blacklisting cannot
sustain in view of the report;
rather, the blacklisting had to
go.”

"Wewill give you as much
time as you want. But why
should he (the company) suffer
the blacklist? Now you have to
withdraw this order. Because
somebody'sheadhastorollnow
that this scapegoat is out.
Somebody’s headwill roll,” he
said.

Duringtheprevioushearing,
the court was told the bend in
thebridgewasactuallyatanan-
gleof118-119degrees.Anexpert
opinedthattheangleof theturn
at the site is comparable to the
general arrangement drawing
(GAD). In view of the findings,
the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment had sought time fromthe

court to reconsider its decision
againstthecompany,M/sPuneet
Chadha.

The company had ap-
proached the High Court after
the government blacklisted it
amidthecontroversyandback-
lashover thebridge.

Accordingtothepetitioner's
lawyer,advocatePraveenDubey,

it got the contract for the con-
structionofaflyoverinAishbagh
in 2�21-22. The GAD of the
bridgewas issued by a govern-
ment agency, andworkwas to
becompleted in18months.

The GADwas amended be-
tween 2�23 and 2�24, and the
bridge was constructed under
the supervision of the govern-
mentagency,saidthepetitioner.

However, the images of the
bridgewithasharpturnwentvi-
ral on social media, drawing
ridicule and criticism that it
could cause accidents. The gov-
ernment then formed a five-
member committee to investi-
gate thematter.

As reported by The Indian
Express, therewas a lack of co-
ordination between the state
governmentandtheRailwaysin
thematter,theprobecommittee
found. It also noted that the rail
track passes under the bend on
thebridge.Besides,thepillarsof
the overpass have not been in-
stalled at the prescribed dis-
tance, it said.

The petitioner claimed that
the government blacklisted it
basedonthereportof theprobe
committeewithout giving it an
opportunity forahearing.

Somebody’s head has to roll, warns
HC on Bhopal’s right-angle bridge

The infamousright-anglerailwaĀoverbridge inBhopal. File

ARUNJANARDHANAN&
LIZMATHEW
CHENNAI,NEWDELHI,

SEPTEMBERěō

AIADMK GENERAL secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami, who
met Union HomeMinister and
senior BJP leader Amit Shah in
NewDelhilateTuesdayevening,
hasrefusedtogiveintopressure
to take back rebel leaders O
Panneerselvam and T T V
Dhinakaranintothepartyahead
of the2�26Assemblyelections.

Accordingtomultiplesources,
Shahurged“unity”, arguing that
the AIADMK-BJP alliance lost at
least 23 seats in 2�21 because
Dhinakaran fought separately.
However, Palaniswami or EPS
held firm, suggesting that any
suchmovewoulddestabilisethe
AIADMK organisation, while
telling the BJP that itwould not
object to theNDA including the
rebels inits fold.

Theclosed-doormeetingre-
vealed thecentraldilemmafac-
ing the BJP-AIADMK alliance:
how to manage old rivals and
new allies, and a leader deter-
minednot tocedeground.

EPSmet Shah at the latter’s
residence, along with senior
AIADMK leaders such as S P
Velumani, K PMunusamy, C Ve
Shanmugam, and M
Thambidurai.While the official

reason was “a charter of de-
mandsforTamilNadu’swelfare”,
party insiders said EPSwanted
to address the pressure coming
from Delhi to induct back ex-
pelledAIADMKleaders.

TopsourcessaidthatShahar-
guedpassionatelyforreconcilia-
tion,sayingthathadDhinakaran
foughtaspartof theAIADMKin
2�21, “the party would have
crossed1��seats”.“Sothistime,
we should unite all,” the BJP
leader said. The DMK-led al-
liance had won the 2�21
Assembly elections, with 159
seatsinthe234-memberHouse.

After AIADMK supremo J
Jayalalithaa’sdeath in2�16,EPS
hadgraduallyextendedhiscon-
trolovertheparty,withthemar-
ginalisedPanneerselvamorOPS
– who saw himself as
Jayalalithaa’s true successor –

and Dhinakaran quitting even-
tually. The BJP was believed to
haveplayedakeyrole inthede-
velopments in the AIADMK at
the time.

In the 2�24 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the BJP had an arrange-
ment with both OPS and
Dhinakaran, with the AIADMK
contestingseparately.

At Tuesday night’smeeting,
EPS is said to have reminded
Shah that Dhinakaran, the
nephew of Jayalalithaa’s close
aide V K Sasikala, had publicly
declaredhewouldneveraccept
EPS as the NDA’s chief ministe-
rial candidate. “How can I take
himintheparty,whenhedoes-
n’t accept the CM candidate of
theNDA?”EPSasked.

Healso reportedly toldShah
that Dhinakaranwas neither as
influential nor as popular as in
thepast,andadded:“TheNDAis
freetokeepTTV(Dhinakaran)in
the alliance… Iwon’t object to
their (Dhinakaran and OPS’s)
presence.”EPSsaidtheAIADMK
was also ready for seat-sharing
within theNDAaccordingly.

ArguingforthereturnofOPS
totheAIADMK,Shahreportedly
pressedwhy EPSwas objecting
to OPS’s offer to return even as
“an ordinary cadre”. The
AIADMK chief said that given
thatOPSisaformerchiefminis-
terandpartycoordinator,hisre-
turnasamerecadrewas“unre-

alistic”, and would invariably
lead toapower tussle.

Shahislearnttohavealsoad-
visedEPSandhisteamtorethink
their election strategy. Top BJP
sources in Delhi said the Home
MinistertoldtheAIADMKleader
that his ongoing statewide tour
was not creating “the desired
impact”.

Apart from his 15-minute
meetingwith the AIADMKdel-
egation, Shah held a separate
one-on-onewithEPS,aidedbya
translator, forabout2�minutes,
sources said. AIADMK sources
saidthatEPSbriefedpartycadre
on his return to Chennai about
his discussionswith the BJP. He
also addressed the issue of sen-
ior AIADMK leader K A
Sengottaiyan, who had been
promptly removedbyEPS from
all party posts soon after he
talkedof “unity”.

On whether Sengottaiyan
may see further action, a senior
leader close to EPS told The
Indian Express: “There is no
need for that. He has no influ-
ence. The 1�-day ultimatum
given by him (to include ex-
pelled leaders) has ended, and
therehasbeennoimpactonthe
ground… He will not be re-
movedfromtheparty'sprimary
membership–hemayleaveifhe
wishes. Hewill not be anMLA
again, but an ordinary AIADMK
cadreas longashecontinues.”

AIADMK chief stands firm against
BJP ‘pressure’ to take back rebels

UnionHomeMinisterAmit
ShahwithAIADMKleader
EdappadiKPalaniswami in
NewDelhionTuesdaĀ.ANI

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
JAIPUR,SEPTEMBERěō

AWOMANallegedlykilledher3-
year-old daughter by throwing
her into the Ana Sagar Lake in
Rajasthan'sAjmer,afterspending
several hourswith her near the
lake,policesaidWednesday.

The incident occurred on
Tuesdaynightwhenthewoman,
identified as Anjali Singh (28),
took her daughter Kavya for a
walkaroundthe lake.

Anjali, anativeofUP,was ina
live-inrelationshipwithamanin
Ajmer.CircleofficerRudraprakash
Sharmasaidthatshehadinitially
misledherpartnerbyconcocting
afalsestoryaboutherdaughter's

disappearance. "Awomanwas
walkingonthechaupatilatenight.
Whenapoliceteampatrolling in
the area enquired, she said her
daughter had gonemissing and
shewassearchingforher.Shealso
denied help from the police in
searchingthechild,"policesaid.

Thepolice teamthen left and
examinedCCTVfootagefromthe
area.Inonefootage,shewasseen
with the girl, and in another
footage,shewasalone.Following
this,policestartedasearchoper-
ationandfoundthegirl'sbodyin
thelakeonWednesdaymorning.

Police arrestedAnjali. During
questioning,shesaidthatherlive-
inpartner,Akhilesh,oftentaunted
her about the child, saying that
Kavyawasfromherfirstmarriage.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BUNDI, SEPTEMBERěō

LEADER OF Opposition in
Rajasthan Assembly Tikaram
JullyonWednesdaydemandeda
probebyanall-partycommittee
headed by a retired judge into
the installation of PTZ cameras
ontheassemblypremises,alleg-
ingthattheyaremainlyusedfor
spying.

Jullyclaimedtheinstallation
ofPan-Tilt-Zoom(PTZ)cameras
tokeepaneyeonCongressMLAs
isacriminaloffenceandabreach
of privacy, and threatened to
move court if no action is taken
in thematter.

"PTZ cameras, which are re-
mote-controlled and mainly
used for spy and surveillance,
were purchased for Rs 18.5�
lakh,"Jullysaidatapressconfer-
ence and claimed that the
Speakerhadgivenfalseinforma-
tion on queries about these de-
vices.

"Thereareatotalof25�cam-
eras installed in the Rajasthan
state assembly and nine others

are in the House. These nine
cameras are controlled by the
control room in the assembly
andtheygo live forproceedings
of theHouse," Jully said.

He claimed that two addi-
tional cameras with their live
streamingintheSpeaker'sroom
have been installed in the area
wheretheCongressMLAsspend
time.

TheCongressleadersaidthat
it is a violation of privacy and
against the rulesof theHouse.

Jully was accompanied by
Pradesh Congress Committee
(PCC) chief Govind Singh
Dotasara, MLAs Harimohan
Sharma, and C L Premi and the
party's women's wing leader
RakhiGautam.

"A tender of Rs 3� lakh for
new cameras was floated on
August21anditwilltakearound
sixmonths to start thework as
theorderhasnotbeenissuedso
far," Jully said.

Hedemandedtheformation
of an all-party committee
headed by a retired judge and
comprising technical experts to
probe thematter.

Rajasthan: Jully demands
probe into installation of
cameras in Assembly

Ajmer woman held for
killing 3-year-old daughter
by throwing her in lake

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
JAIPUR,SEPTEMBERěō

AWOMANwasbeaten todeath
allegedlybyherhusbandandin-
laws in a village in Rajasthan's
Deeg district, police said on
Wednesday. They said the ac-
cusedandsomevillagersclashed
with policewhen they tried to
stopthewoman'scremation.

SHOKhoh,MahendraSharma
saidSarla,aresidentofKakdavil-
lage,was beaten todeathbyher
husband,hisbrothers,fatherand
mother on Tuesday. After Sarla
died, her in-laws, along with
somevillagers, rushedherbody
to cremation ground. Police
reached the spot and tried to
stopthecremation,theSHOsaid.

"The villagers present there
clashedwiththepoliceteam,tear-
ingtheiruniforms.Additionalpo-
licemenwere rushed to the spot
and thehalf-burnt bodywas re-
covered. Itwas taken to the dis-
tricthospital'smortuaryforpost-
mortem,"Sharmasaid.

Rajasthan woman
‘beaten to death’
by husband,
in-laws, villagers
clash with cops
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Govt’s ‘LiberationDay’ celebration forHyderabad holds legacy of another PM
VIKASPATHAK
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBERěō

AS THENarendraModi govern-
ment marks September 17,
when the Hyderabad State be-
came a part of India in 1948, as
‘Liberation Day’, it is another
PrimeMinisterwhose legacy is
closely tied to it.

For that leader, the fight for
India’s freedomdid not end on
August15,1947.Itonlyfinisheda
yearlater,onSeptember17,1948.

ThatfreedomfighterwasPV
NarasimhaRao,whoabandoned
his legal practice to become a
partof theresistanceagainstthe
Ra}akars – the private armies
promotedbyHyderabadNi}am

Mir Osman Ali Khan, whose
atrocities against the people
wereontherise.

On March 28, 1976, Rao
spoke about this episode of his
life in an interview given to the
NehruMemorial Museum and
Library, now the Prime
Ministers’MuseumandLibrary.

Hisinvolvementstartedwith
his association with known
Congress leader Burgula
Ramakrishna Rao, Rao recalled.
“... somehow,while I was going
onwithmy(law)practice, itwas
becomingmoreandmoreobvi-
ouswitheverypassingday that
we, in the old Hyderabad State,
wouldnotbeable tokeepoutof
activepolitics,”Raosaid.

As the atrocities of the

Ra}akarsincreased,and“evenin
legal practice, there was com-
munal discrimination”, the
Congress leader said: “... it was
notpossibleforanypatrioticcit-
i}en to keep out… and sit back
lookingonjustasanobserver…
I jumped into the fray when it
was no longer possible to keep
out.”

Rao joined an underground
movement started by the state
Congress, called the ‘Border
Movement’. “I was attached to
the Chanda tehsil… and it be-
camedifficult forus to carryon.
Wewerepersonaenongratae.In
the villages also, the Ra}akar
depredationsbecamemoreand
more intolerable.”

After hewas identified as a

part of the movement, the
Congress leader said, “itwas no
longerpossible formy family to
remain in the village, sowe just
shifted to Chanda”. “... we all
went, leavingeverything,allour
lands and properties to the ser-
vants… I had taken up the
courseof thebordercampactiv-
ities,whichmeantattackingpo-
lice stations and securing arms,
ammunition and things like
that.”

He was deputed to get
weapons,Raosaid. “Thesedeal-
ingswerecarriedoutatJabalpur,
Katni and all those places… I
stayed in Jabalpur incognito for
more than seven or eight
months.” Recalling the danger
heplayedwith,hesaid thepeo-

plehedealtwith“mightbevery
friendlywithyoutonightandcut
your throat tomorrow night”.
“But somehow, because I had
some friends, who also had
equally tough characters with
them, Iwassaved.”

Rao nextmoved to Chennai,
thencalledMadras, fromwhere
HyderabadStateCongress'scen-
tral office operated, and was
given the taskof handlingnews
coming from ‘border camps’.
“From the newspapers of those
days, we could easily see how
the atrocities were mounting,
how public pressure was
mounting because the
Governmentof India, according
to us, was taking a longer time
than necessary to intervene in

Hyderabad.”
Headded,“Ultimately,when

the 'police action' started on 13
September, Iwas inMadrasand
I went back to Chanda… and,
alongwithotherworkersof the
Chanda camp, came to
Karimnagar. I was immediately
placed in charge of my taluka
town.Thenitbecamequiteclear
thatIcouldnotgobacktomyle-
galpractice.”

Hewould remain inpolitics,
going on to become the Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh,
thenmoving to the Centre and
holding consequential posts in
the government and the
Congress, before becoming the
PM and steering India through
economic liberalisation.

Ex-PMPVNarasimhaRaoabandonedhis legalpractice tobe
apartof theresistanceagainst theRa}akars—theprivate
armiespromotedbyHyderabadNi}amMirOsmanAliKhan

RemĎƃeCĎĀgķŁ AI ƃideĎ ĎfMĎdi,
mĎŚheĺ: HC ŚĎ ŁĎcialmedia ŁiŚeŁ
HIMANSHUHARSH
PATNA,SEPTEMBERěō

THE PATNA High Court on
Wednesdaydirectedtheimme-
diateremovalofa36-secondAI-
generatedvideofeaturingPrime
MinisterNarendraModiandhis
late mother, Heeraben Modi,
posted by the Bihar Congress
fromall socialmediaplatforms,
citing violations of privacy and
dignity rights.

A Bench comprising Acting
Chief Justice P B Bajanthri and
JusticeAlokKumarSinhapassed
the interimorderwhilehearing
a Public Interest Litigation filed
by one Vivekanand Singh on
September15. Thecourt specif-
ically directedMeta Platforms
(Facebook), Google India
(YouTube),andX(Twitter)India
to halt the circulation of the
videocontent.

"Toavoidfurtherdamages, if
any,respondents6-8arehereby
directednottocirculatethesub-
jectvideoclippingfromhereaf-

terwards until further orders to
be passed by this Court," the
Bench ordered, referencing the
social media platforms as re-
spondents in thecase.

Theimpugnedvideo,posted
by the Bihar Congress on
September1�andmarkedas‘AI-
generated’, depicted Modi
dreaming about his deceased
mother, who appeared to criti-
cisehimoverhispolitics inpoll-
boundBihar.

ThePILdescribedthiscontent
as containing "statements al-
legedtobedefamatoryandper-
sonally directed against the
Hon’blePrimeMinisterof India."
Thepetition,filedthroughadvo-
catePraveenKumar,soughtadi-
rection“toforthwithremoveand
block the impugned video from
allplatforms”and“todeclarethat
the impugnedvideoconstitutes
acorruptpracticeunderSection
123(4) of the Representation of
PeopleAct,1951.”

The PIL also highlighted the
timingofthevideo'srelease,not-
ingthatitcoincidedwith“thesa-

credperiodofPitraPaksha,when
theHon'ble PrimeMinisterwas
engagedinpersonalceremonies
for his latemother,” which the
petitionerargued“aggravatesthe
impactoftheallegeddefamatory
content.”

Italsodescribedthevideoas
constituting "malicious propa-
ganda" that could "vitiate free
andfairelections,whicharepart
of the basic structure of the
Constitution," given its circula-
tionduringanelectionperiod.

Thecourt'sdecisionreliedon
established Supreme Court
precedents, recognisingprivacy
and dignity as fundamental
rightsunder theConstitution.

Italsoissuednoticestoseveral
respondentsmentionedinthePIL,
includingtheUnionGovernment,
theBiharGovernment, theBihar
PradeshCongressCommittee,the
ElectionCommissionofIndia,and
CongressleaderRahulGandhi,re-
quiring them to file their re-
sponses within the stipulated
timeframe.

Advocate Ratnesh

Kushwaha, representing the
Union of India through the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology, wel-
comedthecourt'sdecision."The
honourable bench of Acting
Chief JusticePBBajanthri,hear-
ing on the PIL filed on the AI
video, ordered that Congress
should stop the live stream of
that video until further orders
andgaveCongresstwoweeksto
file their response," Singhsaid.

"Wewelcome this decision.
In public space,making suchAI
videos or comments about the
mother of any such dignitaries
and political leaders is not ac-
ceptable,"hesaid.

The video had been up-
loadeddays after a personused
abusive language towards the
PM and his mother during a
Congress rally in Darbhanga. It
had been criticised by the BJP
and NDA allies, which accused
the Congress of resorting to
"shameful"tacticstotargetModi
ahead of the polls scheduled
later thisyear.

Citing court’s ruling on
Adani,ministry sends
takedownnotices
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBERěō

THE INFORMATION and
Broadcasting (I&B)Ministryhas
issued a notice to 12 independ-
entjournalistsandnewsoutlets,
seeking the takedown of al-
legedly defamatory content on
AdaniEnterprises, citingaDelhi
courtorderdatedSeptember6.

Thenoticehasbeensenttoon-
linepublishers,includingnewsor-
ganisations NewslaundrĀ, The
Wire,HWNewsEnglish; journal-
ists Ravish Kumar, Ajit Anjum,
Abhisar Sharma, ParanjoyGuha
Thakurta; satirist Akash
Banerjee’s The Deshbhakt, and
content creator Dhruv Rathee.
Others includeDeepak Sharma,
PragyakaPanna, andNewDelhi
Post. Overall, the I&Bministry is
understood to have ordered the
removalof138YouTubelinksand
83Instagramposts,seekingcom-
pliancewiththeDelhicourtorder.
Statingthatthecourthadordered
theremovalofalldefamatoryma-
terialfromarticlesandsocialme-

dia postswithin five days of the
order, the I&B Ministry notice
dated September 16 stated that
theorderhadnotbeencomplied
withwithinthestipulatedtime.

“Accordingly,youaredirected
to take appropriate action for
compliancewith the aforemen-
tionedorder, andsubmit theac-
tiontakentotheMinistrywithin
36hoursoftheissueofthiscom-
munication,” theordernoted.

On September 6, a Delhi
courtpassedanexparteinterim
orderrestrainingjournalistsand
news organisations from pub-
lishing defamatory content
against businessman Gautam
Adani’sAELandalsoorderedthe
removal of defamatory content
publishedonline.

This was in response to a
defamation suit filed by Adani
Enterprises alleging that a few
journalists,activistsandorgani-
sations have damaged its repu-
tation and cost its stakeholders
billionsofdollars.,addingthat it
caused loss to the image, brand
equity, and credibility of India’s
brandasacountry.

NIRBHAYTHAKUR
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBERěō

JOURNALIST PARANJOY Guha
Thakurta challenged an order
passed by a Delhi court on
September 6,which restrained
himandothers frompublishing
alleged defamatory content on
Adani Enterprises Limited (AEL)
anddirectedthemtoremoveun-
verifiedposts.Thecourthadclar-
ified that verified reportingwas
permissible and that therewas
no blanket ban on reporting on
AdaniEnterprises.

SenioradvocateTrideepPais,
whoappearedforThakurta,told
thecourtonWednesday:“It’slit-
erally like the plaintiff (AEL)
wants to control thewholeme-
dia. This order is completely
overboard.”

Senior advocate Anurag
Ahluwalia,whorepresentedAEL
in court, responded: “This is
defamatory.We take strong ob-
jectiontothis.”

District JudgeRakeshKumar
Singhof RohiniCourt said, “Iwill
record this in the order. Please
don’tusesuchwordsagain.”

Judge Singhwashearing the
matterasJudgeSunilChaudhary,
beforewhomitwaslisted,wason
leave. “I won’t repeat it, sir...
they’reenjoyinganinterimorder.
This is going to create aproblem
forallwebsites. I’manindepend-
ent journalist. I also publish on
otherwebsites,”saidPais.

“Aninjunctionispassedwith-
out referring towhat is defama-
tory... There is no application of
mindinthisorder,andthereisab-
solutelyno indicationofwhat is
defamatory... that’stheflawofthe
impugnedorder,”headded.

Posting the matter for
Thursday, the Judge asked Pais,
“I’mjusttryingtounderstandthe
urgency.Itcanbeheardtomorrow
morning...will yourclient’sbusi-
nessstopinaday?Isthisamatter
of life and death?” “Pursuant to
thejudgment,allURLsthataren’t
evenmentioned intheplaintare

being removed by the govern-
ment,” said Pais, adding that in a
fewhours,alllinkswillbedeleted.

“I’ve pursued this matter
everyday.I’vedraftedmyappeal
overnight.Withalotofdifficulty,
I’vegotahearingtoday.I’vebeen
pursuing this for seven days
straight,”hesaid.

Following the court order
referredtobyPais, theMinistry
of Information and
Broadcasting (MIB) had issued
takedown notices to several
journalists.

TheSeptember6 ordersaid:
“... at this stage, instead of issu-
ing ablanket orderon restrain-
ing defendants No. 1 to 9 from
fair, verified and substantiated
reporting and from hosting,
storing/ circulating such arti-
cles/ posts/ URLs, it would suf-
fice the interest of justice to re-
strain defendants No. 1 to 1�
from publishing/ distributing/
circulating unverified, unsub-
stantiatedandex-faciedefama-
tory reports about the plaintiff
(Adani Enterprises Limited) al-
legedly tarnishing the reputa-
tion of the plaintiff till the next
date of hearing.”

Paranjoy
Guha
Thakurta

Journalist challenges Delhi court’s
gag order on Adani group content

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,SEPTEMBERěō

A VIDEO clip on social media
shows aman perched on a sta-
tionary apple truck, holding up
twofruits. The fruitheholdsare
crumbling,theirrotten,blacken-
ing flesh falling apart with the
slightest touch.

OnWednesday, the Jammu-
Srinagar stretch of National
Highway-44 reopened after 2�
days— a development thatwill
allowhundreds of the stranded
apple trucks tomake their way
across thecountry.

Thiscomesafterprotestsover
theclosureoftheroadlinkfollow-
ing heavy rain. But for Kashmir,
which leansmainly on this road
connectivity topropup its apple
mainstayeconomy, the roadclo-
sure has alreadyhad an adverse
fallout.As truckloadsof freshap-
pleswaitforpassagebytheshut-
tered road,more andmore fruit
goesbad,withapplegrowersnow
staringatmassivelosses.

According to Faya} Ahmad
Malik, president of the Sopore

FruitMandi, some 5,��� trucks
lined the road. Nicknamed the
‘AppleTownofKashmir’,Sopore
has India’s second largest fruit
market. “Fruit is rotting in these
trucks.Afruittruckcostsaround
Rs1�-12lakh,andtherearehun-
dredsof trucks thatwereoff for
Bangladesh. Each of them costs
around Rs 2�-25 lakh,” he said,
claimingthatneither“theCentre
nor the J&K government is con-
cernedaboutthehugelossesin-
curred by the fruit growers and
traders in theValley”.

As fruit markets remained
closed inKashmir to protest the
closureofthehighway,Lieutenant
GovernorManojSinhaflaggedoff
adirectSrinagar-Delhiparceltrain
forapplesMonday.Thetrainhasa
capacitytocarry23tonnesofap-
plesinitseightbogies.

On X, Sinha called it “a big
step”forapplegrowersofJammu
andKashmir.“Itwillsignificantly
reducetransit timeandincrease
income opportunities for thou-
sands of farmers and boost the
agricultural economy of the re-
gion,”Sinhasaid inhispost.

But apple growers said the

trainwas inadequate, accusing
boththeCentreandOmargovern-
ment of not doing enough to re-
solvetheproblem.“Thefruitthat
thefreighttrainwillcarryisbarely
the loadof1�trucks,”Maliksaid.
“FromSopore fruitmandi alone,
4��apple trucks leave fordiffer-
ent parts of the country these
days. In another 15-2�days, this
numberwillreach1,���trucks.If
thisisn’tajoke,thenwhatisit?”

As pressuremounted on his
government,ChiefMinisterOmar

AbdullahspokeMondaytoUnion
Minister of Road Transport and
HighwaysNitinGadkari.Thiswas
after Adbullah demanded that
theCentre “handover” thehigh-
waytohisgovernment“if itcan’t
restoreit”.“Thefrustrationoffruit
growersisunderstandable.They
havebeenverypatientforthefirst
fewdaysbutwatchingtheirhard
work rot becauseNHIDCL is un-
abletostabilisethehighway,their
patience hasworn thin& that is
totallyunderstandable,”hesaid.

He went on to say: “Some
concrete steps will be taken
within the next 24 hours to ad-
dressthisproblembutIwillwait
for that to happen before I say
any more about the proposed
planof action”.

Even before it was fully re-
opened, the governmenthadal-
ready allowedaround2,��� ap-
ple trucks to take the alternate
MughalRoadthatpassesthrough
Shopian-Poonch-Rajouri-Jammu.

Apple is the backbone of
Kashmir’s economy, accounting
for75percentof India’s totalap-
ple production. The J&K’s
Economic Survey 2�17 reveals
thatsevenlakhfamiliescompris-
ing33lakhpeoplearedirectlyor
indirectlyassociatedwithhorti-
culture, themajor part ofwhich
comprises theapple industry.

The latest official figures,
however,saythatfigureiscloser
to 5� lakh people and pegs the
apple economy at Rs 1,����
crore.Over1.45 lakhhectaresof
land in the Valley are under the
cultivation of apple, most of it
the ‘Delicious’ variety followed
by ‘American’ and ‘Maharaji’.

Workersseparaterottenapples inPulwama.ANI

Bitter harvest: NH reopens after 20 days, but
Kashmir apple growers stare at massive losses

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, SEPTEMBERěō

THE CONGRESS has asked the
Election Commission to take
noteandsaiditisplanningtofile
apolicecomplaintagainstanAI-
generated video posted by the
Assam BJP on X, captioned
‘Assamwithout BJP’, and sug-
gesting that the statewould be
overrun by theminority com-
munity if thishappened.

Thevideowaspostedby the
handle ‘BJPAssamPradesh’ late
onMonday.Underneaththetext
‘Assamwithout BJP’, a series of
AI-generatedimagesappear, in-
cluding of aman in a skull cap
cuttingmeat by the road that is

labelled ‘beef legali}ation’; of
Assam Congress chief Gaurav
Gogoi and senior Congress
leaderRahulGandhistandingin
front of the flag of Pakistan; of
meninskullcapsandwomenin
burqasandhijabsatdifferentlo-
cations such as tea gardens, the
airport, an amusement park, a
stadiuminGuwahati, theAhom
dynastymonumentRangGhar;
and lastlywalking across a bor-
der fence, with this image la-
belled ‘illegal immigrants’.

The video ends with a text
saying‘9�%Muslimpopulation’,
followed by ‘Choose your vote
carefully’. Thevideowasshared
by theBJPwith the tagline: ‘We
can’t let thisdreamof Paijaan to
be true!” Paijaan is a name the

BJPhascoinedandhasbeenus-
inginsocialmediapoststorefer
to Gogoi, ever since Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
started alleging that he was a
“Pakistani stooge”.

On Wednesday, Congress
leader Supriya Shrinate shared
the BJP’s post and, tagging the
EC’sofficialhandle,said:“Doyou
have any objection to such
posts?... BJP is spreadingvenom
in this manner – Gyanesh ji (a
reference to Chief Election
CommissionerGyaneshKumar),
will you continue to be amute
spectator as usual by calling it a
conspiracy?”

Assam Congress leader
Bedabrata Bora said the party
will file a complaint against the

post at the Bhangagarh Police
Station in Guwahati on
Thursday.

AIMIMpresidentAsaddudin
Owaisi slammed theBJP for the
“disgustingAI video that shows
a Muslim-majority Assam if
therewasnoBJP”. “Theyarenot
fear-mongering just for votes,
this is the repulsive Hindutva
ideology in true form. The very
existenceofMuslimsinIndiaisa
problem for them, their dream
is a Muslim-mukt bharat.
Besides this constant whining,
they’ve no vision for India,”
Owaisi saidonX.

Defending the video, Assam
BJP spokesperson Rupam
Goswami said itwas “picturisa-
tionofafact”.

Congress tags EC onAssamBJP
post, Owaisi slams ‘fear-mongering’

Karnataka: Gunmen rob SBI branch,
escapewith `1.04 crore, 20 kilo gold

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,SEPTEMBERěō

SEVERALMASKEDmen,dressed
in military-style fatigues and
wieldingcountry-madepistols,
robbed a State Bank of India
(SBI) branch in Karnataka’s
Vijayapura district on Tuesday
evening.

Police said the robbers
threatened and restrained the
manager,cashierandotherstaff
members at the SBI branch in
Chadchan before fleeing with
`1.�4 crore in cash and 2� kg
goldworth`2�crore.Policesaid
the robbery took place at 6.3�
pmwhen the bankwas closed
tocustomersandtheguardwas
away. The FIR said there were
three robbers inside the bank

while twowaitedoutside.
Policesaidacoupleofbullets

were fired inside the branch. A
few people were standing out-
side to withdrawmoney from
the ATM kiosk when the heist
tookplace.LaxmanBNimbargi,
Vijayapura SP, told reporters:
“Werespondedimmediatelyaf-
ter receiving informationabout
the theft. The exact amount of
stolencashandgoldornaments
remainsunclearpendingthear-
rival of seniorbankofficials.”

According to the FIR,
Tarakeshwar,thebankmanager,
said that a fewminutes before
therobbery,amanaged25to3�
years,wearingamask, cap, and
glasses, enteredhis chamber.

“He wanted to open a cur-
rent account, and he produced
theformwiththewrongdetails.

I asked him to correct it.
Meanwhile, my colleague
MahantheshandIwenttowards
the strong room to close the
day’saccount.Themanfollowed
us,andatgunpoint toldus ‘cash
nikalo warna jaan se maar
doonga’ (take out the cash, or
else we will kill you),”
Tarakeshwarsaid.Hesaidmore
men cameand tied their hands
and legs, according to theFIR.

Apoliceofficer said the rob-
bers also tied up some cus-
tomers,packedthevaluables in
sacks before locking the prem-
ises from outside. The events
were capturedonCCTV.

Police suspect theperpetra-
torsfledtowardMaharashtravia
the Hulajanti route, suggesting
a possible interstate coordina-
tion.

ANDHRAPRADESH

TeeĄageľamĒĄg
ōĒffamilƊkillediĄ
Şľűck-caľcĒlliŅiĒĄ

Sangam:Sevenmembersofa
family,includinga15-year-old
girl,werekilledwhenasand-
ladentruckcollidedwiththeir
carinNelloreWednesday,po-
licesaid.Theincidentoccurred
near Sangammandalwhen
thetruckcomingintheoppo-
sitedirectioncrashedintothe
car, killing the seven on the
spot. Efforts areunderway to
tracetheaccusedtruckdriver.
A casewas registered. YSRCP
president Y S JaganMohan
Reddy has expressed grief
overthemishap. PTI

CHHATTISGARH

PĒlice:ěūMaĒiŅŞŅ
ŅűľľeĄdeľ,ciŞe
ĺhĒllĒƈĻideĒlĒgƊ

NaraĀanpur: TwelveMaoists
—nineofthemcarryingacol-
lectivebountyofRs18lakh—
have surrendered in
Narayanpur district, a senior
police officer said on
Wednesday. The cadres, in-
cluding fivewomen, turned
themselves in before police
and ITBP officials here,
Narayanpur SP Robinson
Guria said. They cited disap-
pointment with “hollow”
Maoist ideology, “atrocities”
committedbyMaoists on in-
nocenttribals,andgrowingin-
ternal differenceswithin the
bannedoutfit,hesaid. PTI

KARNATAKA

SITfiĄdŅŅkeleŞĒĄŅ
ĄeaľfĒľeŅŞiĄ
DhaľmaŅŞhala

Mangaluru:ASITprobing the
Dharmasthalacasehasreport-
edly recovered skeletal re-
mainsduringasearchopera-
tion in Banglegudda forest,
near the Netravati bathing
ghats in Dakshina Kannada
Wednesday.Officials said the
areawaspreviouslymarkedas
apossibleevidencesiteduring
witness depositions. The
boneshavebeen sent for the
forensicexam.Sowjanya,a17-
year-old college student,was
allegedly raped andkilled in
Dharmasthala in 2�12.
Officials said further details
would bemade public after
theresultsareavailable. PTI

BRIEFLY

Bhubaneswar:A25-year-oldtraf-
fic constable, who had been
missing since September 6,was
foundkilledandburied ina jun-
gle in Odisha’s Keonjhar, police
saidWednesday.

SubhamitraSahoo,whowasa
nativeofParadipinJagatsinghpur
andposted inBhubaneswar, dis-
appearedafterleavingfordutyon
September6.HermotherSukanti
Sahoo lodgedamissingperson’s
report here on September 7.
During the probe, police found
thatSubhamitrahadmarriedone
Deepak Rout in July 2�24, said
Bhubaneswar-Cuttack Police
CommissionerSDevDattaSingh.

Rout,apoliceconstable,isthe
primesuspectwhoisontherun.
He allegedly killed Subhamitra
“due to financial disputes” and
buried her body in a jungle in
Keonjhar, Singhsaid. PTI

Odisha: Body of
missing woman
constable found
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JM FINANCIAL ASSET RECONSTRUCTION
COMPANY LIMITED

Corporate Identiication No.: U67190MH2007PLC174287
Regd. Oice: 7th Floor, Cnergy, Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Prabhadevi,

Mumbai – 400025
Authorised Oicer: Prashant Monde Email- queries.arc@jml.com,

Phone + 022 6224 1676 Website: www.jminancialarc.com

E-auction sale notice for sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
(“SARFAESI Act”) read with proviso to Rules 8(6), and proviso to Rule 9(1) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (“Enforcement Rules”).

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to Giriraj Nagar
(“Borrower(s)”), Nandkishor Dhakad & Ganesh Ram,Geeta Bai, (“Co-borrower(s)”)
that the below described immovable mortgaged to JM Financial Asset Reconstruction
Company Limited, acting in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 -
Trust (“Secured Creditor”), the Physical Possession of which has been taken over
by the Authorised Officer of Tyger Capital Private Limited (formerly Adani Capital
Private Limited) (“Tyger”) (subsequently assigned to JMFARC) on 28-Jan-25 will
be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” basis, for
outstanding of Rs.2012714/- as on 15-Nov-24 due to the Secured Creditor (for the
loans assigned by Tyger against the properties mentioned in the table below, together
with interest at contractual rate and expenses, costs, charges, etc. due thereon till the
date of final payment (reducing the recoveries made till date) from the Borrower(s)/
Co-borrower(s).

Detailed description of the secured immovable their reserve price, and the earnest
money deposit is as mentioned in the table below:

(Note: above properties are owned by (1. Geeta Bai , 2. Ganesh Ram)

Encumbrances known, if any: Not known to the Secured Creditor to the best of its
knowledge

Date of Inspection: 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025.

Last date for submission of online application for bids (along with earnest money
deposit as mentioned above).

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided
on the Secured Creditor’s website i.e. https://www.jmfinancialarc.com/Home/
AssetsForSale OR https://www.bankauctions.in

Date: 18-Sep-25
Place: Rajasthan

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
[See proviso to Rule 8(6), provision to Rule 9(1) of Security Interest

(Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

Loan No. 106MSM001053011

Description of the
secured immovable

Property-I : All that pieace and parcel of land along
with structure standing there on being The residen-
tial House/Patta No. 6609, situated at Khasra No.
182, Village Miyara & Gram Panchayat Bagher, Teh-
sil Khanpur, District Jhalawar, Rajasthan, admeasur-
ing 966 Square Feets Bounded as East - H/O Tej Pal
& Sonu, West - H/O Ram Bharosh, North - Road,
South - H/O Om prakash.
Property-II : All that pieace and parcel of land along
with structure standing there on being The residen-
tial House/Patta No. 21403, situated at Khasra No.
205, Village Miyara & Gram Panchayat Bagher, Te-
hsil Khanpur, District Jhalawar, Rajasthan, admeas-
uring 2430 Square Feets Bounded as East - H/O
Dhanraj, West - H/O Tej Pal, North - Self Part than
Gadarwara Nur Ji Road, South - Plot of Mohan Lal

Reserve price (In Rs.) Property-I : Rs. 803000/-
Property-II : Rs.527000/-

EMD (In Rs.) Property-I : Rs.80300/-, Property-II : Rs.52700/-

Date of Inspection 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025

Last date for submission of
online application for bids
(along with EMD deposited
as mentioned above)

13-Oct-25

Date of E-auction 14-Oct-25 (11:00 PM to 4.00 pm)

Sd/-
Authorised Officer

JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company Limited
(Acting in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 – Trust

JM FINANCIAL ASSET RECONSTRUCTION
COMPANY LIMITED

Corporate Identiication No.: U67190MH2007PLC174287
Regd. Oice: 7th Floor, Cnergy, Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Prabhadevi,

Mumbai – 400025
Authorised Oicer: Prashant Monde Email- queries.arc@jml.com,

Phone + 022 6224 1676 Website: www.jminancialarc.com

E-auction sale notice for sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
(“SARFAESI Act”) read with proviso to Rules 8(6), and proviso to Rule 9(1) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (“Enforcement Rules”).

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to Sethu Lal Tejaram
(“Borrower(s)”), Teja Ram, Lila Sethu Lal (“Co-borrower(s)”) that the below
described immovable mortgaged to JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company
Limited, acting in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 - Trust (“Secured
Creditor”), the Physical Possession of which has been taken over by the Authorised
Officer of JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company Limited (JMFARC) on 04-
May-2025 will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there
is” basis, for outstanding of Rs. 752030/- as on 15-Nov-24 due to the Secured
Creditor (for the loans assigned by Tyger against the properties mentioned in the table
below, together with interest at contractual rate and expenses, costs, charges, etc. due
thereon till the date of final payment (reducing the recoveries made till date) from the
Borrower(s)/Co-borrower(s).

Detailed description of the secured immovable their reserve price, and the earnest
money deposit is as mentioned in the table below:

(Note: above properties are owned by Leela Sethu Lal)
Encumbrances known, if any: Not known to the Secured Creditor to the best of its
knowledge

Date of Inspection: 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025.
Last date for submission of online application for bids (along with earnest money
deposit as mentioned above).

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided
on the Secured Creditor’s website i.e. https://www.jmfinancialarc.com/Home/
AssetsForSale OR https://www.bankauctions.in
Date: 18-Sep-25
Place: Rajasthan

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
[See proviso to Rule 8(6), provision to Rule 9(1) of Security Interest

(Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

Loan No. 115MSM001132436

Description of the
secured immovable

All That Piece And Parcel Of Land Along With Structure
Standing There On Being Property Situated At Kh. No.
51, Gram Moukheri, Phalodi, Jodhpur Admeasuring
14810 Sq. Feet Bounded As East - Land Of Teja Ram,
West - Rasta & House Of Ramku Devi, North - Land Of
Teja Ram Then Krishna Ram, South - Land Of Jhamu
Devi Lakhara

Reserve price (In Rs.) Rs. 503500/-

EMD (In Rs.) Rs. 50350/-

Date of Inspection 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025

Last date for submis-
sion of online appli-
cation for bids (along
with EMD deposited as
mentioned above)

13-Oct-25

Date of E-auction 14-Oct-25 (11:00 PM to 4.00 pm)

Sd/-
Authorised Officer

JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company Limited
(Acting in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 – Trust

JM FINANCIAL ASSET RECONSTRUCTION
COMPANY LIMITED

Corporate Identiication No.: U67190MH2007PLC174287
Regd. Oice: 7th Floor, Cnergy, Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Prabhadevi,

Mumbai – 400025
Authorised Oicer: Prashant Monde Email- queries.arc@jml.com,

Phone + 022 6224 1676 Website: www.jminancialarc.com

E-auction sale notice for sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
(“SARFAESI Act”) read with proviso to Rules 8(6), and proviso to Rule 9(1) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (“Enforcement Rules”).

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to Prema Ram
(“Borrower(s)”), Vimala Devi & ,, (“Co-borrower(s)”) that the below described
immovable mortgaged to JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company Limited, acting
in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 - Trust (“Secured Creditor”),
the Physical Possession of which has been taken over by the Authorised Officer of
Tyger Capital Private Limited (formerly Adani Capital Private Limited) (“Tyger”)
(subsequently assigned to JMFARC) on 27-Jun-25 will be sold on “As is where is”,
“As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” basis, for outstanding of Rs.1571774/- as
on 15-Nov-24 due to the Secured Creditor (for the loans assigned by Tyger against the
properties mentioned in the table below, together with interest at contractual rate and
expenses, costs, charges, etc. due thereon till the date of final payment (reducing the
recoveries made till date) from the Borrower(s)/Co-borrower(s).

Detailed description of the secured immovable their reserve price, and the earnest
money deposit is as mentioned in the table below:

(Note: above properties are owned by (Prema Ram)
Encumbrances known, if any: Not known to the Secured Creditor to the best of its
knowledge

Date of Inspection: 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025.
Last date for submission of online application for bids (along with earnest money
deposit as mentioned above).

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided
on the Secured Creditor’s website i.e. https://www.jmfinancialarc.com/Home/
AssetsForSale OR https://www.bankauctions.in
Date: 18-Sep-25
Place: Rajasthan

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
[See proviso to Rule 8(6), provision to Rule 9(1) of Security Interest

(Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

Loan No. 103MSM001052952

Description of the
secured immovable

All That The Piece Or Parcel Of Land Along With Stri-
ucture Standing Thereon Being Property Situated At
Khasra No. 622/12, Admeasuring 50 X 60 = 3000
Sq. Ft. At Grama Pratap Nagar, Tehsil Osian, District
Jodhpur, Rajasthan, 342006 And Bounded As: East:
Land Of Channa Ram S/O Suja Ram, West: Land Of
Lali & Others, North: Way & Nika, South:Land Kistur
Ram & Others

Reserve price (In Rs.) Rs. 701000/-

EMD (In Rs.) Rs. 70100/-

Date of Inspection 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025

Last date for submission of
online application for bids
(along with EMD deposited
as mentioned above)

13-Oct-25

Date of E-auction 14-Oct-25 (11:00 PM to 4.00 pm)

Sd/-
Authorised Officer

JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company Limited
(Acting in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 – Trust

JM FINANCIAL ASSET RECONSTRUCTION
COMPANY LIMITED

Corporate Identiication No.: U67190MH2007PLC174287
Regd. Oice: 7th Floor, Cnergy, Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Prabhadevi,

Mumbai – 400025
Authorised Oicer: Prashant Monde Email- queries.arc@jml.com,

Phone + 022 6224 1676 Website: www.jminancialarc.com

E-auction sale notice for sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
(“SARFAESI Act”) read with proviso to Rules 8(6), and proviso to Rule 9(1) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (“Enforcement Rules”).

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to Kalu Hamira Ram
(“Borrower(s)”), Mukesh Kalu Ram & Papudi Mota Ram,, (“Co-borrower(s)”) that
the below described immovable mortgaged to JM Financial Asset Reconstruction
Company Limited, acting in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 -
Trust (“Secured Creditor”), the Physical Possession of which has been taken over
by the Authorised Officer of Tyger Capital Private Limited (formerly Adani Capital
Private Limited) (“Tyger”) (subsequently assigned to JMFARC) on 24-Jun-25 will
be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” basis, for
outstanding of Rs.312557/- as on 15-Nov-24 due to the Secured Creditor (for the
loans assigned by Tyger against the properties mentioned in the table below, together
with interest at contractual rate and expenses, costs, charges, etc. due thereon till the
date of final payment (reducing the recoveries made till date) from the Borrower(s)/
Co-borrower(s).

Detailed description of the secured immovable their reserve price, and the earnest
money deposit is as mentioned in the table below:

(Note: above properties are owned by (Papudi)
Encumbrances known, if any: Not known to the Secured Creditor to the best of its
knowledge

Date of Inspection: 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025.
Last date for submission of online application for bids (along with earnest money
deposit as mentioned above).

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided
on the Secured Creditor’s website i.e. https://www.jmfinancialarc.com/Home/
AssetsForSale OR https://www.bankauctions.in
Date: 18-Sep-25
Place: Rajasthan

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
[See proviso to Rule 8(6), provision to Rule 9(1) of Security Interest

(Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

Loan No. 103MSM001042592

Description of the
secured immovable

All That Piece And Parcel Of Land Along With
Structure Standing There On Being At Patta No.
015, Missal No. 26, Gram Panchayat Lavera Bawa-
di, Panchayat Samiti Bawadi Distt Jodhpur Total
Admeasuring 244.38 Sq. Yrds Bounded As East -
Rasta, West - Agg Land Of Manohar Singh, North
- Bhanwra Ram Lavar, South - Hamir Ram Ka Bada

Reserve price (In Rs.) Rs. 501500/-

EMD (In Rs.) Rs. 50150/-

Date of Inspection 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025

Last date for submission of
online application for bids
(along with EMD deposited
as mentioned above)

13-Oct-25

Date of E-auction 14-Oct-25 (11:00 PM to 4.00 pm)

Sd/-
Authorised Officer

JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company Limited
(Acting in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 – Trust

JM FINANCIAL ASSET RECONSTRUCTION
COMPANY LIMITED

Corporate Identiication No.: U67190MH2007PLC174287
Regd. Oice: 7th Floor, Cnergy, Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Prabhadevi,

Mumbai – 400025
Authorised Oicer: Prashant Monde Email- queries.arc@jml.com,

Phone + 022 6224 1676 Website: www.jminancialarc.com

E-auction sale notice for sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
(“SARFAESI Act”) read with proviso to Rules 8(6), and proviso to Rule 9(1) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (“Enforcement Rules”).

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to Dinesh Kumar
(“Borrower(s)”), Akash Parihar & Indra Devi, (“Co-borrower(s)”) that the below
described immovable mortgaged to JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company
Limited, acting in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 - Trust (“Secured
Creditor”), the Physical Possession of which has been taken over by the Authorised
Officer of Tyger Capital Private Limited (formerly Adani Capital Private Limited)
(“Tyger”) (subsequently assigned to JMFARC) on 26-Jun-25 will be sold on “As
is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” basis, for outstanding of
Rs.1461120/- as on 15-Nov-24 due to the Secured Creditor (for the loans assigned
by Tyger against the properties mentioned in the table below, together with interest
at contractual rate and expenses, costs, charges, etc. due thereon till the date of final
payment (reducing the recoveries made till date) from the Borrower(s)/Co-borrower(s).

Detailed description of the secured immovable their reserve price, and the earnest
money deposit is as mentioned in the table below:

(Note: above properties are owned by (Dinesh Kumar)
Encumbrances known, if any: Not known to the Secured Creditor to the best of its
knowledge

Date of Inspection: 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025.
Last date for submission of online application for bids (along with earnest money
deposit as mentioned above).

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided
on the Secured Creditor’s website i.e. https://www.jmfinancialarc.com/Home/
AssetsForSale OR https://www.bankauctions.in
Date: 18-Sep-25
Place: Rajasthan

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
[See proviso to Rule 8(6), provision to Rule 9(1) of Security Interest

(Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

Loan No. 103MSM001111680

Description of the
secured immovable

All That Piece And Parcel Of Property Situated At
Patta No. 04, Ward No. 17, Meghwalo Ka Bada Bas,
Bilara, Tehsil Bilara, Dist - Jodhpur (Raj) Measuring
420 Sq. Fts Bounded As East - House Of Amra Ram
Bochawat, West - Road, North - House Of Kailash
Parihar, South - House Of Ashok Parihar

Reserve price (In Rs.) Rs. 694000/-

EMD (In Rs.) Rs. 69400/-

Date of Inspection 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025

Last date for submission of
online application for bids
(along with EMD deposited
as mentioned above)

13-Oct-25

Date of E-auction 14-Oct-25 (11:00 PM to 4.00 pm)

Sd/-
Authorised Officer

JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company Limited
(Acting in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 – Trust

JM FINANCIAL ASSET RECONSTRUCTION
COMPANY LIMITED

Corporate Identiication No.: U67190MH2007PLC174287
Regd. Oice: 7th Floor, Cnergy, Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Prabhadevi,

Mumbai – 400025
Authorised Oicer: Prashant Monde Email- queries.arc@jml.com,

Phone + 022 6224 1676 Website: www.jminancialarc.com

E-auction sale notice for sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
(“SARFAESI Act”) read with proviso to Rules 8(6), and proviso to Rule 9(1) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (“Enforcement Rules”).

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to Ram Chandra
Ram (“Borrower(s)”), Kamla Bai & ,, (“Co-borrower(s)”) that the below described
immovable mortgaged to JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company Limited, acting
in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 - Trust (“Secured Creditor”),
the Physical Possession of which has been taken over by the Authorised Officer of
Tyger Capital Private Limited (formerly Adani Capital Private Limited) (“Tyger”)
(subsequently assigned to JMFARC) on 26-Jun-25 will be sold on “As is where is”,
“As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” basis, for outstanding of Rs.729570/- as
on 15-Nov-24 due to the Secured Creditor (for the loans assigned by Tyger against the
properties mentioned in the table below, together with interest at contractual rate and
expenses, costs, charges, etc. due thereon till the date of final payment (reducing the
recoveries made till date) from the Borrower(s)/Co-borrower(s).

Detailed description of the secured immovable their reserve price, and the earnest
money deposit is as mentioned in the table below:

(Note: above properties are owned by (Kamla Bai & Ram Chandra)
Encumbrances known, if any: Not known to the Secured Creditor to the best of its
knowledge

Date of Inspection: 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025.
Last date for submission of online application for bids (along with earnest money
deposit as mentioned above).

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided
on the Secured Creditor’s website i.e. https://www.jmfinancialarc.com/Home/
AssetsForSale OR https://www.bankauctions.in
Date: 18-Sep-25
Place: Rajasthan

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
[See proviso to Rule 8(6), provision to Rule 9(1) of Security Interest

(Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

Loan No. 103MSM001051333

Description of the
secured immovable

All That Piece And Parcel Of Property/Land Area
186.22 Sq. Mtrs.,Part Of Khasra No.388/10 Rakba
0.0162 Hector, Situated At Gram: Nandiya Khurd,Te-
hsil: Baori, District: Jodhpur,Jodhpur,Rajast-
han-342037 Admeasuring Area 93.11 Sq. Mtr And
Bounded As :- East:- Damar Road & Nikal, West-
Land Of Khasra No.388, North- Land Of Khasra
No.388, South:- Rest Land Of This Khasra

Reserve price (In Rs.) Rs. 338000/-

EMD (In Rs.) Rs. 33800/-

Date of Inspection 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025

Last date for submission of
online application for bids
(along with EMD deposited
as mentioned above)

13-Oct-25

Date of E-auction 14-Oct-25 (11:00 PM to 4.00 pm)

Sd/-
Authorised Officer

JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company Limited
(Acting in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 – Trust

JM FINANCIAL ASSET RECONSTRUCTION
COMPANY LIMITED

Corporate Identiication No.: U67190MH2007PLC174287
Regd. Oice: 7th Floor, Cnergy, Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Prabhadevi,

Mumbai – 400025
Authorised Oicer: Prashant Monde Email- queries.arc@jml.com,

Phone + 022 6224 1676 Website: www.jminancialarc.com

E-auction sale notice for sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
(“SARFAESI Act”) read with proviso to Rules 8(6), and proviso to Rule 9(1) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (“Enforcement Rules”).

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to Manohar Lumbha
Ram (“Borrower(s)”), Tipu Lumba Ram & ,, (“Co-borrower(s)”) that the below
described immovable mortgaged to JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company
Limited, acting in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 - Trust (“Secured
Creditor”), the Physical Possession of which has been taken over by the Authorised
Officer of Tyger Capital Private Limited (formerly Adani Capital Private Limited)
(“Tyger”) (subsequently assigned to JMFARC) on 26-Jun-25 will be sold on “As
is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” basis, for outstanding of
Rs.607262/- as on 15-Nov-24 due to the Secured Creditor (for the loans assigned
by Tyger against the properties mentioned in the table below, together with interest
at contractual rate and expenses, costs, charges, etc. due thereon till the date of final
payment (reducing the recoveries made till date) from the Borrower(s)/Co-borrower(s).

Detailed description of the secured immovable their reserve price, and the earnest
money deposit is as mentioned in the table below:

(Note: above properties are owned by (Tipu Lumba Ram)
Encumbrances known, if any: Not known to the Secured Creditor to the best of its
knowledge

Date of Inspection: 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025.
Last date for submission of online application for bids (along with earnest money
deposit as mentioned above).

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided
on the Secured Creditor’s website i.e. https://www.jmfinancialarc.com/Home/
AssetsForSale OR https://www.bankauctions.in
Date: 18-Sep-25
Place: Rajasthan

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
[See proviso to Rule 8(6), provision to Rule 9(1) of Security Interest

(Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

Loan No. 103MSM001085114

Description of the
secured immovable

All That Piece And Parcel Of Land Along With Struc-
ture Standing There On Being Property Situated At
Khasra No. 388/10, Gram Nandiya Khurd, Tehsil
Bawadi, District Jodhpur Admeasuring 93.11 Sq.
Mtr Bounded As East - Nikal And Road, West - Land
Of Khasra No. 388 (Chhater Singh), North - Land
Of Same Khasra (Ram Chandra), South - Land Of
Khasra No. 388 (Chhater Singh)

Reserve price (In Rs.) Rs. 204000/-

EMD (In Rs.) Rs. 20400/-

Date of Inspection 23-09-2025 & 03-10-2025

Last date for submission of
online application for bids
(along with EMD deposited
as mentioned above)

13-Oct-25

Date of E-auction 14-Oct-25 (11:00 PM to 4.00 pm)

Sd/-
Authorised Officer

JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company Limited
(Acting in its capacity as trustee of AC Retail September 2024 – Trust

UMMEED HOUSING FINANCE PVT. LTD
CIN: U64990HR2016PTC057984

Regd. Off.: 2009-2014, 20th Floor, Magnum Global Park, Golf Course
Extn. Road, Sector 58, Gurugram-122011

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
Sale notice for sale of immovable assets under the securitisation and reconstruction
of inancial assets and enforcement of security interest act, 2002 under rule 8(5)

read with rule 8 (6) of the security interest (enforcement) rule, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the borrower (s) and
guarantor (s) whose details are given in below mentioned table that the below described
immovable property mortgaged/charged to the secured creditor the Physical Possession
of which has been taken by the Authorised Oficer OfM/S Ummeed Housing Finance Pvt.
Limited Secured Creditor On 12.09.2025, Pursuant to assignment of debt in UHFPL,
will be sold on 24.10.2025 “As Is Where Is”, “As Is What Is”, And “Whatever There Is”
Basis For Realization Of Company’s Dues.
DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY WITH KNOWN ENCUMBRANCE, IF ANY
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: Property Bearing Patta No.48, Book No.18, Misal No.200,
Sankalp No.04, Dated-23-11-2021, Measuring Area 348 Sq.ft. Situated At- Village
Singhpur, Gram Panchayat Singhpur, Panchayat Samiti Kapasan, Tehsil- Kapasan District
Chittorgarh Rajasthan. Bounded As- East- Aam Rasta, West- Self Plot, North- Mangi Bai
W/o Udau Ram Mali, South- Brothers Rasta

Borrower/s
& Guarantor/S Name & Address

1. Date & Time of Auction 1. Reserve Price
2. Last Date of Submission of EMD 2. EMD of The

Property3. Date & Time of The
Property Inspection 3. Bid Increment

1. Prabhu Lal Mali S/o Uday Lal
Mali (Borrower)
2. Dhapu Bai W/o Prabhu Lal
Mali (Co-Borrower) Both Above
Residing At- Singhpur ChittorgarhRajasthan-312207.
LAN. Nos.
LXCGH04122-230017378 &
LXCGH04723-240026917
Loan Agreement Date: 16-Jun-
2022 & 29-Jul-2023

1) Auction Date: 24.10.2025
Between 12:00 PM To
1:00 PM With Unlimited
Extension Of 5 Minutes

1. Reserve Price:
Rs.3,76,000/-

2. Earnest Money
Deposit:
Rs.37,600/-2) Last Date Of Submission Of

Emd With KYC Is 20.10.2025
Up To 7:00 P.M. (Ist.) 3. Bid Increment

Rs.15,000/-
& In Such
Multiples.3) Date Of Inspection:

17.10.2025 Between 11:00
AM To 4:00 PM (Ist)

Loan Amount Rs. 2,60,000/- & Rs.1,04,000 /- Total Amount Dues Of Rs. 4,84,549/- As
On 10-09-2025+ Further Interest And Other Charges From 11-09-2025
Place : Gurgaon
Date : 18.09.2025

Authorise Oficer, Gaurav Tripathi Mobile- 9650055701
UMMEED HOUSING FINANCE PVT.LTD.
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Whereas, On account of the amalgamation between Aditya Birla Finance Ltd. and Aditya Birla
Capital Ltd. vide the Scheme of Amalgamation dated 11.03.2024 duly recorded in the Order
passed by the National Company Law Tribunal - Ahmedabad on 24.03.2025, all SARFAESI
actions initiated/to be initiated by Aditya Birla Finance Ltd. in relation to the mortgaged property
mentioned below, stands transferred to Aditya Birla Capital Ltd., the amalgamated company.
The undersigned being the authorized officer of Aditya Birla Capita Limited (herein after
referred to as “ABCL”) Having its Branch Address at,under the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of
2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice dated 19.03.2025
calling upon the borrowers namely M/s Gatii Arts through its Proprietor, Mr. Mukesh Kumar
, Mrs. Rekha Devi, to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs 44,00,183.07/-
(Rupees Forty-Four Lakh One Hundred Eighty Three and Seven Only) within 60 days from
the date of receipt of the said notice.
The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers
and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Physical Possession of the property
described herein below in exercise of the powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4)
of the said act read with rule 8 the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this 17
day of September of the year 2025.

th

The borrowers in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Aditya Birla
Capital Limited for an amount of Rs 44,00,183.07/- (Rupees Forty-Four Lakh One Hundred
Eighty Three and Seven Only) and interest thereon.
The borrower’s attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section 8 of Section 13 of the act,
in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Description of the Immovable Property
All that part and parcel of the Property : “Plot No-94(According to PT Servey No-
105),Khasara No-89/13, Ekta Nagar, Inside Ramner Road, Madanganj, Tehsil-Kishangarh,
District-Ajmer, Rajasthan Admeasuring Area-142 Sq. Yards owned by Mr. Mukesh Kumar”
together with the buildings and structures constructed/ to be constructed thereon, if any and
all the Mortgagor/s plant and machineries, if any, attached to the earth or permanently
fastened to anything attached to the earth, bounded and butted as under:- East- Plot No-
93(According to PT Survey No-106), West- Plot No-95(According to PT Survey No-104),
North- 15 Feet Road, South- 76(According to PT Survey No-112)

LOANS INVESTMENTS INSURANCE PAYMENTS

ADITYA BIRLA CAPITAL LIMITED

APPENDIX- IV [See Rule 8 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002]
Possession Notice (for Immovable Property)

DATE : 17/09/2025, PLACE : Ajmer Authorised Officer, (Aditya Birla Capital Limited)

Registered Office : Indian Rayon Compound, Veraval, Gujarat-362266. Branch Address at : :
3rd Floor, GS-Trade Centre,534-535-536,Nemi Sagar Colony, Vaishali Nagar,Jaipur-302021

UMMEED HOUSING FINANCE PVT. LTD
Registered ofice at : Unit 2009-14,20th Floor, Magnum Global Park,
Golf Course Extension Road,Sec-58, Gurugram (Haryana)-122011)

CIN: U64990HR2016PTC057984
NOTICE FOR REMOVABLE OF HOUSE HOLD ARTICLE

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the borrower (s)/co-borrower(s) and guarantor (s) whose details are given in below mentioned that the below describedimmovable property mortgaged/charged to the secured creditor the physical possession ofwhich has been taken on 12.09.2025 by the authorised oficer of M/S Ummeed Housing
Finance Pvt. Limited
Borrower(s)/Co-borrower(s) &Guarantor(s) Property Discription
1. Prabhu Lal Mali S/o UdayLal Mali (Borrower)2. Dhapu Bai W/o PrabhuLal Mali (Co-Borrower)Both Residing At- SinghpurChittorgarh Rajasthan-312207

All That Part And Parcel Of Residential Property BearingPatta No.48, Book No.18, Misal No.200, Sankalp No.04,Dated-23-11-2021, Measuring Area 348 Sq.ft. Situated At-Village Singhpur, Gram Panchayat Singhpur, Panchayat SamitiKapasan, Tehsil- Kapasan District Chittorgarh Rajasthan.Bounded As- East- Aam RastaWest- Self Plot North- MangiBai W/o Udau Ram Mali South- Brothers Rasta
Loan Details-Lan No. LXCGH04122-230017378 & LXCGH04723-240026917,Loan Agreement Date: 16-Jun-2022 & 29-Jul-2023, Loan Amount. RS. 2,60,000 & 1,04,000/-
We further hereby informing you to remove your belongings/Household articles from theabove said premises within 07 days from the date of receipt of this notice and well before toinform to us in written communication when you willing to remove your household articleson receipt of such notice in any mode within schedule time, failing which Ummeed HousingFinance shall not be responsible for any loss or damage or stolen whatsoever and same willbe disposed of/sold on “As is where is”, As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” basis as perprovisions of law to the proposed highest successful bidder/s
Date: 18-SEP-2025Place: Gurugram, Haryana Authorized Oficer, Mr. Gaurav Tripathi Mobile- 9650055701Ummeed Housing Finance Pvt. Ltd

Jaipur Jaipur
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E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Asset(s) under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to rule 8 and 9 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and to the borrowers/guarantors/mortgagors in particular, that the under
mentioned property mortgaged to Phoenix ARC Private Limited pursuant to assignment of debt by Motilal Oswal Home
Finance Limited (Earlier Known as Aspire Home Finance Corporation limited -Assignor) will be sold on “AS IS
WHERE IS, AS IS WHATEVER THERE IS AND WITHOUT RECOURSE BASIS”, by way of “online e-auction” for recovery of
dues and further interest, charges and costs etc. as detailed below in terms of the provisions of SARFAESI Act read with Rules
8 & 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002) through website : www.phoenixarc.co.in/ as per the details given below.
Date and time of E-Auction - 14-10-2025 11:00 Am to 02:00 Pm (with unlimited extensions of 5 minute each)

Borrower(s) /Co-Borrower (s)/
Guarantor(s) / Loan Account

Demand Notice
Date and Amount

Description of the
Immovable property

Reserve Price, EMD & Last Date of
Submission of EMD

LAN: LXMOSHAHPU721-
220626766
Branch: Shahpura
Borrower: Omprakash Yogi
Co-Borrower: Mamta Devi

12-10-2023
For Rs: 8,58,202/-
(Rupees Eight Lakh
Fifty Eight Thousand
Two Hundred & Two

Only)

Patta No. 47, Gram
Panchayat-Bhabroo,
Tehsil-Virat Nagar,
Dist-Jaipur, Rajasthan
303119

Reserve Price: Rs.3,20,000/-
(Three Lakh Twenty Thousand Only)

EMD: Rs. 32,000/-
(Thirty Two Thousand Only)

Last date of EMD Deposit:13-10-2025
LAN: LXJOD00417-180068458
Branch: Jodhpur
Borrower: Prakash Phularam
Phularam
Co-Borrower: Pushpa
Prakash Prakash

07-12-2020
For Rs: 6,33,251/-

(Rupees Six Lakh Thirty
Three Thousand Two
Hundred & Fifty One

Only)

PattaNo - 44,MissalNo
- 181, Gram Panchayat
Bhopalgarh, Jodhpur,
Rajasthan - 342603

Reserve Price: Rs.6,97,474/-
(Six Lakh Ninety Seven Thousand Four

Hundred & Seventy Four Only)
EMD: Rs. 69,747/- (Sixty Nine Thousand
Seven Hundred & Forty Seven Only)
Last date of EMD Deposit:13-10-2025

LAN: LXALW00417-180067713
Branch: Alwar
Borrower: Rakesh Kumar
Co-Borrower: Madhu Bai

24-05-2019
For Rs: 6,14,215/-
(Rupees Six Lakh
Fourteen Thousand

Two Hundred & Fifteen
Only)

Plot(Patta No.018),
Vill-Ajijpur,
Grampanchayat
Behroj, Panchayat
Samiti Mundwar, Alwar,
Rajasthan - 301404

Reserve Price: Rs.4,54,040/-
(Four Lakh Fifty Four Thousand & Forty
Only) / EMD: Rs. 45,404/- (Forty Five
Thousand Four Hundred & Four Only)
Last date of EMD Deposit:13-10-2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
FOR E-AUCTION

CUM SALE

Phoenix ARC Private Limited
Regd. Ofice:3rd Floor, Wallace Tower 139-140/B/1, Crossing of Sahar Road and Western Express

Highway Vile Parle (East) Mumbai-400 057 Tel: 022- 6849 2450, Fax : 022- 6741 2313
CIN: U67190MH2007PTC168303 Email: info@phoenixarc.co.in, Website: www.phoenixarc.co.in.

1. The Auction is conducted as per the further Terms and Conditions of the Bid document and as per the procedure
set out therein. Bidders may visit to the Web Portal: https://www.auctionbazaar.com/ of our e-Auction Service
Provider, M/s. ARCA EMART PRIVATE LIMITED for bidding information & support, the details of the secured
asset put up for e-Auction and the Bid Form which will be submitted online. The interested buyers may go through
the auction terms & conditions and process on the same portal and may contact to Bhawani Singh Sisodiya
8779419135 & Sonu Bhati 9891457656, Sailesh Iyengar 9833801159, details available in the above mentioned
Web Portal and may contact their Centralised Help Desk: + 91 83709 69696, E-mail ID: contact@auctionbazaar.
com. 2.All the intending purchasers/ bidders are required to register their name in the portal mentioned above as
https://www.auctionbazaar.com/ and get user ID and password free of cost to participate in the e-auction on the
date and time as mentioned aforesaid. 3.For participating in the e-auction, intending purchasers/ bidders will have
to submit the details of payment of refundable Earnest Money Deposit of 10% of the Reserve Price of the Secured
asset along with copies of the PANCARD, Board Resolutions in case of Company and Address Proof on or before
the Last date for submission of EMD mentioned above. Intending purchasers/bidders are required to submit separate
EMDs for each of the Items/Properties detailed herein above. 4.At any stage of the auction, the Authorised Oicer
may accept/reject/modify/cancel the bid/ofer or post-pone the auction without assigning any reason thereof and
without any prior notice. 5.The successful purchaser/bidder shall bear any statutory dues, taxes, fees payable,
applicable GST on the purchase consideration, stamp duty, registration fees, etc. that is required to be paid in
order to get the secured asset conveyed/delivered in his/her/its favour as per the applicable law. 6.The intending
bidders should make their own independent enquiries regarding encumbrances, title of secured asset put on auction
and claims/rights/dues afecting the secured assets, including statutory dues, etc prior to submitting their bid. The
auction advertisement does not constitute and will not constitute any commitment or any representation of Phoenix.
The authorized oicer of Phoenix shall not be responsible in any way for any third-party claims/rights/due.7.The
prospective/intending bidder shall furnish an undertaking that he/she is not dis-qualiied as per provisions of Sec.29
(A) of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code,2016 and failure to furnish such undertaking along with the KYC documents,
shall automatically disqualify or he/she bid will be rejected. Sd/-

Authorized Oicer,
Phoenix ARC Private LimitedPlace : Rajasthan

Date : 18.09.2025

PPuubbll iicc NNoottiiccee FFoorr EE --AAuuccttiioonn FFoorr SSaallee OOff IImmmmoovvaabbllee PPrrooppeerrttiieessPublic Notice For E-Auction Cum Sale (Appendix - IV A) (Rule 8(6))

Borrower(s) /
Co-Borrower(s)
/ Guarantor(s)

Demand Notice
Date and Amount

Description of the Immovable
property/ Secured Asset

Date of Symbolic
Possession
29/07/2025

Earnest Money Deposit
(EMD) Rs.56200/-
(Rupees Fifty Six

Thousand Two Hundred
Only)

Reserve Price

Mr. Kunal
Solanki

Mrs. Harshita
Raghav

(Prospect No-
IL10570831)

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:-
1. For participating in e-auction, Intending bidders required to register their details with the Service Provider https://www. iiflonehome.com well in

advance and has to create the login account, login ID and password. Intending bidders have to submit / send their "Tender FORM" along with the pay-
ment details towards EMD, copy of the KYC and PAN card at the above mentioned Branch Office.

2. The bidders shall improve their offer in multiple of amount mentioned under the column "Bid Increase Amount". In case bid is placed in the last 5 min-
utes of the closing time of the auction, the closing time will automatically get extended for 5 minutes.

3. The successful bidder should deposit 25% of the bid amount (after adjusting EMD) within 24 hours of the acceptance of bid price by the AO and the balance 75%
of the bid amount within 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale by the secured creditor. All deposit and payment shall be in the prescribed mode of payment.

4. The purchaser has to bear the cess, applicable stamp duty, fees, and any other statutory dues or other dues like municipal tax, electricity charges, land
and all other incidental costs, charges including all taxes and rates outgoings relating to the property.

5. The purchaser has to pay TDS application to the transaction/payment of sale amount and submit the TDS certificate with IIFL HFL.
6. Bidders are advised to go through the website https: //www.iiflonehome.com and https://www.iifl.com/home-loans/properties-for-auction for detailed

terms and conditions of auction sale & auction application form before submitting their Bids for taking part in the e-auction sale proceedings.
7. For details, help procedure and online training on e-auction prospective bidders may contact the service provider E mail ID:- care@iiflone-

home.com, Support Helpline Numbers:@1800 2672 499.
8. For any query related to Property details, Inspection of Property and Online bid etc. call IIFL HFL toll free no. 1800 2672 499 from 09:30 hrs to

18:00 hrs between Monday to Friday or write to email:- care@iiflonehome.com
9. Notice is hereby given to above said borrowers to collect the household articles, which were lying in the secured asset at the time of taking physical

possession within 7 days, otherwise IIFL-HFL shall not be responsible for any loss of property under the circumstances.
10. Further the notice is hereby given to the Borrower/s, that in case they fail to collect the above said articles same shall be sold in accordance with Law.
11. In case of default in payment at any stage by the successful bidder / auction purchaser within the above stipulated time, the sale will be cancelled and

the amount already paid will be forfeited (including EMD) and the property will be again put to sale.
12. AO reserves the rights to postpone/cancel or vary the terms and condition of tender/auction without assigning any reason thereof. In case of any dis-

pute in tender/Auction, the decision of AO of IIFL-HFL will be final.
15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER THE RULE 9 SUB RULE (1) OF SARFAESI ACT, 2002

The Borrower are hereby notified to pay the sum as mentioned above along with upto dated interest and ancillary expenses before the date of
Tender/Auction, failing which the property will be auctioned/sold and balance dues if any will be recovered with interest and cost.
Place:- Alwar, Date: 18-Sep-2025 Sd/- Authorised Officer, IIFL Home Finance Limited.

Mode Of Payment:- EMD payments are to be made vide online mode only. To make payments you have to visit https://www.iiflonehome.com and pay
through link available for the property/ Secured Asset only. Note: Payment link for each property/ Secured Asset is different. Ensure you are using link of
the property/ Secured Asset you intend to buy vide public auction.
For Balance Payment - Login https://www.iiflonehome.com >My Bid >Pay Balance Amount.
Important Information: This auction is published basis possession vide Sec 13 (4) of SARFAESI Act. Physical possession will be offered post receiving
of Section -14 order as per process laid down under SARFAESI Act and as and when physical possession will be taken. Bidder shall do necessary due-
diligence in respect of documents and legality before participating in auction proceedings

21/01/2025
Rs. 792672/-

(Rupees Seven Lakh
Ninety Two Thousand
Six Hundred and
Seventy Two Only)

Bid Increase Amount
Rs. 20,000/- (Rupees
Twenty Thousand Only)

All that part and parcel of the property bearing
Flat No. N 207, Floor No. 2, Tower N, Shubh
Grah, Khasra No 194,195,197 And 198,
Villageneemran A, Tehsil Neemrana, Alwar Raj
301705 area admeasuring (in sq. ft.): Property
Type: Saleable_Area, Carpet_Area,
Super_Built_Up_Ar ea Property Area: 433.00,
322.27 , 449.17

Total Outstanding
As On Date
08/09/2025

Rs. 870406/- (Rupees Eight
Lakh Seventy Thousand Four

Hundred and Six Only)

Rs.562000/- (Rupees Five
Lakh Sixty Two Thousand

Only)

Sale of Immovable property mortgaged to IIFL Home Finance Limited (IIFL HFL) Corporate Office at Plot No.98, Udyog Vihar, Phase-IV, Gurgaon-
122015. (Haryana) and Branch Office at:- Plot No. 93-94, First Floor, Jai Complex, Road No. 2, Alwar - 301001 under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 ( hereinafter "Act"). Whereas the Authorized Officer ("AO") of IIFL-
HFL had taken the possession of the following property/ies pursuant to the notice issued U/S 13(2) of the Act in the following loan accounts/prospect
nos. with a right to sell the same on ''AS IS WHERE IS BASIS, AS IS WHAT IS BASIS AND WITHOUT RECOURSE BASIS'' for realization of IIFL-
HFL's dues, The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the website: www.iiflonehome.com

Date of Inspection of property
03-Oct-2025 1100 hrs -1400 hrs.

EMD Last Date
06-Oct-2025 till 5 pm.

Date/ Time of E-Auction
08-Oct-2025 1100 hrs-1300 hrs.

U GRO Capital Limited
4th Floor, Tower 3, Equinox Business Park, LBS Road, Kurla,

Mumbai 400070
DEMAND NOTICE

UnDEr thE PrOVIsIOns OF thE sECUrItIZatIOn anD rECOnstrUCtIOn OF FInanCIaL assEts anD En-
FOrCEMEnt OF sECUrItY IntErEst aCt, 2002 (“thE aCt”) anD thE sECUrItY IntErEst (EnFOrCEMEnt)
rULEs, 2002, (“thE rULEs”)

The undersigned being the authorised officer of UGrO Capital Limited under the Act and in exercise of the powers
conferred under Section 13(2) of the Act, read with the Rule 3, issued Demand Notice(s) under Section 13(2) of the Act,
calling upon the following borrower(s) to repay the amount mentioned in the respective notice(s) within 60 days from the
date of receipt of the said notice. The undersigned reasonably believes that the borrower(s) are avoiding the service of the
demand notice(s), therefore the service of the demand notice is being effected by affixation and publication as per the Rules.
The contents of the demand notice(s) are extracted herein below:

name of the Borrower(s) Demand notice Date and amount
1. ManOj COMMUnICatIOn 2. KrIshana

3. narEnDra
Lan – hCFDDWsEC00001026593 & UGDDWth0000013383

Demand notice Date: 15/09/2025
notice amount: rs. 39,26,248.00/-

as on 15/09/2025

sl.no.
1.

Description of secured asset(s):- Property (Shop) without roof situated at First Floor, Bus Stand in Patta No. 8 File No.
22/68-69, Plot No. 7 & 8, Didwana Tehsil – Didwana, District – Nagaur Total Measuring 226.625. Sq. Feet Boundaries north:-
Way south:- Main Road Bus Stand East:- Nanu Ram ChoudharyWest:- Shri Ram Gopal Swami
The borrower(s) are hereby advised to comply with the demand notice(s) and pay the demand amount mentioned therein
and hereinabove within 60 days from the date of this publication together with applicable interest, late payment penalty,
bounce charges, cost and expenses etc. till the date of realization of the payment. The borrower(s) may note that UGRO
Capital Limited is a Secured Creditor and the loan facility availed by the borrower(s) is a secured debt against the immovable
property(ies) being the secured asset(s) mortgaged by the borrower(s) with UGrO Capital Limited.
In the event, the borrower(s) are failed to discharge their liabilities in full within the stipulated time, UGrO Capital Limited
shall be entitled to exercise all the rights under Section 13(4) of the Act to take possession of the Secured Asset(s) including
but not limited to transfer the same by way of sale or by invoking any other remedy available under the Act and the Rules
thereunder in order to realize the dues in the loan account of the borrower(s). UGRO Capital Limited is also empowered to
attaChanD/Or sEaL the SecuredAsset(s) before enforcing the right to sale or transfer. Subsequent to the sale of the Se-
cured Asset(s), UGRO Capital Limited also has a right to initiate separate legal proceedings to recover the balance dues, in
case the value of the Secured Asset(s) is insufficient to cover the dues payable by the borrower(s) to UGRO Capital Limited.
This remedy is in addition and independent of all other remedies available to UGRO Capital Limited under any other law.
The attention of the borrower(s) is invited to Section 13(8) of the Act in respect of time available, to redeem the Secured
Asset(s) and further to Section 13(13) of theAct, whereby the borrower(s) are restrained/prohibited from disposing or dealing
with the Secured Asset(s) or transferring the same by way of sale, lease or otherwise (other than in ordinary course of busi-
ness) any of the Secured Asset(s) without prior written consent from UGrO Capital Limited and non-compliance of the
above is an offence punishable under Section 29 of the Act. The copy of the demand notice(s) is available with the under-
signed and the borrower(s) may, if they so desire, collect the same from the undersigned.
Place: rajasthan sd/- (authorized Officer)
Date: 18.09.2025 For UGrO Capital Limited, authorised.officer@ugrocapital.com

UMMEED HOUSING FINANCE PVT. LTD
Registered ofice at : Unit 2009-14, 20th Floor, Magnum Global Park,
Golf Course Extension Road, Sec-58, Gurugram (Haryana)-122011

CIN: U64990HR2016PTC057984
APPENDIX IV [See rule 8(1)] POSSESION NOTICE

Whereas, The undersigned being the authorized oficer of the UMMEED HOUSING FINANCE
PVT. LTD under the “Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security interest (Act, 2002(54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section
13(12) read with [rule 3] of the security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued demand
notices to the Borrower/s as details herein under, calling upon the respective Borrowers to
repay the amount mentioned in the notice with all costs ,charges and expenses till actual date
of payment within 60 days from the date of the receipt of the said notice.
The said Borrower/Co-borrower/Guarantor/Mortgagor having failed to repay the amount,
notice is hereby given to the borrower//Co-borrower/Guarantor/Mortgagor and the public
in general that the undersigned has taken Physical Possession of the property described
herein below in exercise the powers conferred on him under sub-section (4) of section 13
of the said act read with rule 8 of the security interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 on this date.
The Borrower/Co-borrower/Guarantor/Mortgagor in particular and the public in general is
hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and dealings with the property will be subject
to the charge of the UMMEED HOUSING FINANCE PVT. LTD. For the amount speciied therein
with further interest, costs and Chagares from respective dates thereon until full payment.
The Borrower’s attention is invited to provision of sub section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in
respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.
Details of the Borrowers, Co-borrowers and Guarantors, Securities, Outstanding Dues,
Demand Notice sent under Section 13(2) and Amount claimed thereunder and Date of
Possession is given as under:
Name And Address Of The Borrower, Co Borrower Guarantor

Loan Account No. And Loan Amount
Demand

Notice Date
Physical

Possession Date
1. Sandesh Soni S/o Manik Chand (Borrower)
2. Munni Devi W/o Manik Chand (Co-Borrower)
3. Sandeep Soni S/o Manik Chand (Co-Borrower)
All Above Residing At Plot No.4 Gayatri Colony
Jaisinghpura Khore, Jaipur Rajasthan-302027 Also
At- 251, Purohit Pada, Koli Basti, Brahmpuri, Jaipur,
Rajasthan-302002 Also At- 157, Kushal Pal Singh
Power House, Chhota Akhada, Brahmpuri, Jaipur,
Rajasthan-302002
Loan No. LXJPR02922-230017105 &
LXJPR04423-240027510
Loan Agreement Date-31-May-2022 & 19-Aug-2023
Loan Am. Rs.7,25,000/ + Rs.69,000/-

12-Nov-2024 17-Sep-2025
Amount Due In Rs.

Rs. 7,29,994/-& Rs.64,743/-Total Aggregate Amount OfRs.7,94,737/-(Rupees SevenLacs Ninety Four ThousandSeven Hundred Thirty SevenOnly) As On 12-Nov-2024 +Further Interest And OtherCharges From13-Nov-2024

Details Of The Secured Asset:- All That Part And Parcel Of Residential Property BearingPlot No.338, Measuring 50 Sq.yds. Situated At Residential Scheme Rohit Nagar-V, KeshavVidhyapith Road, Jaisinghpura Khor, District Jaipur Rajasthan., Bounadries: East- 25’FtWide Road, West- Plot No. 313, North- Plot No. 337, South- Plot No.339
Date: 18.09.2025
Place: Gurugram, Haryana

Authorized Oficer, Mr. Gaurav Tripathi Mobile- 9650055701
Ummeed Housing Finance Pvt. Ltd

REGIONAL OFFICE

RAJASTHAN STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

1st Floor, Sahkari Bhumi Vikas Bank, College Road, Opposite

Police Line, District- Nagaur 341001, email: rorpcb.nagaur@gmail.com

REGISTERED POST/E-MAIL

´f¹ffÊUSX¯fe¹f ÀUeIÈYd°f WXZ°fb »fûIY Àfb³fUfBÊ IZY d»fE Af¸f Àfc̈ f³ff
1. ÀfUÊ Àff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W` dI "¸fZÀf³fSe ÀMû³f J³f³f ´fdS¹fûþ³ff ¸f`ÀfÀfÊ ßfe dÀfðf±fÊ VfÔI S dÀfÔW ´fbÂf ßfe dU¿¯fb U²fÊ³f dÀfÔW, E¸f.E»f.

³fÔ. 27/2023. ´fiÀ°ffdU°f ÃfZÂf 2.9815 WZ¢MZ¹fS, ´fiÀ°ffdU°f C°´ffQ³f Ãf¸f°ff IZ Àff±f 236625 Me´feE (Sû¦f) (dUIi ¹f ¹fû¦¹f ¸fZÀf³fSe ÀMû³f 224794
Me´feE EUÔ A´fdVfá 11831 Me´feE) d³fI M ¦ffÔU »fûOÀfS, °fWÀfe»f »ffO³fc dþ»ff- OeOUf³ff-Ib ¨ff¸f³f (Sfþ.) þû dI ¸fZÀf³fSe ÀMû³f J³f³f,
I »fÀMS ³fÔ. 1-E¨f (E¸f.E»f. ³fÔ. 27/2023, 29/2018, 28/2018, 14/2020 SZR SZÔÀf ³fÔ¶fS- 202410000115304, 202410000114556,
202410000114583), Ib »f I »fÀMS ÃfZÂf- 12.1904 WZ¢MZ¹fS °f±ff Ib »f I »fÀMS C°´ffQ³f Ãf¸f°ff 1669605 Me´feE (Sû¸f) ¸fZÔ dÀ±f°f W`, ¸fZÔ ¸fZÀf³fSe
ÀMû³f J³f³f I e ´f¹ffÊUS¯fe¹f ÀUeIÈ d°f ¶ff¶f°f ´fiÀ°ffU Sfª¹f À°fSe¹f ´f¹ffÊUS¯fe¹f Ad²f´fi·ffU AfI »f³f ´fifd²fI S¯f, SfþÀ±ff³f IZ Àf¸fÃf ´fiÀ°fb°f dI ¹fZ W`Ü

2. AüS ¨fcÔdI ¸f`ÀfÀfÊ ßfe dÀfðf±fÊ VfÔI S dÀfÔW ´fbÂf ßfe dU¿¯fb U²fÊ³f dÀfÔW I û U³f EUÔ ´f¹ffÊUS¯f ¸fÔÂff»f¹f, ·ffS°f ÀfSI fS ³fBÊ dQ»»fe õfSf þfSe Ad²fÀfc¨f³ff
dQ³ffÔI 14.09.2006 EUÔ °f°´f›f°f ÀfÔVfûd²f°f Ad²fÀfc¨f³ffAûÔ IZ A³fbÀffS Cö J³f³f ´fdS¹fûþ³ff I û ´f¹ffÊUS¯fe¹f ÀUeIÈ d°f WZ°fb þ³f Àfb³fUfBÊ I e
AfUV¹fI °ff W`Ü

3. AüS ¨fcÔdI C´fSûö »feþ ²ffSI ³fZ SfþÀ±ff³f Sfª¹f ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹f³Âf¯f ¸f¯O»f I û Cö ´fdS¹fûþ³ff I e ´f¹ffÊUS¯fe¹f ÀUeIÈ d°f WZ°fb þ³f Àfb³fUfBÊ IZ
d»fE AfUZQ³f dI ¹ff W`Ü

4. AüS ¨fbdI Cö ´fdS¹fûþ³ff WZ°fb U³f EUÔ ´f¹ffÊUS¯f ¸fÔÂff»f¹f, ·ffS°f ÀfSI fS, ³fBÊ dQ»»fe õfSf þfSe Ad²fÀfc¨f³ff dQ³ffÔI 14:09 2006 IZ A³fbÀffS
þ³f Àfb³fUfBÊ WZ°fb ¸f¯O»f õfSf BÀf AfVf¹f I e Àfc¨f³ff þfSe I S 30 dQUÀf I f ³fûdMÀf dQ¹ff þf³ff AfUV¹fI W`Ü

5. Cö ´fdS¹fûþ³ff ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ÀfÔdÃf~ Ad·f»fZJ (´f¹ffÊUS¯f ´fi·ffU AfI »f³f EUÔ ÀffS dS´fûMÊ) d³f¸³ffÔdI °f I f¹ffÊ»f¹fûÔ ´fS AU»fûI ³ff±fÊ C´f»f¶²f W`Ô-
1. SXfþÀ±ff³f SXfª¹f ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹fÔÂf¯f ¸f¯OX»f, ¸fb£¹ff»f¹f, 4 ÀfÔÀ±ffd³fIY ÃfZÂf, Óff»ff³ff OXcÔ¦fSXe, þ¹f´fbSXÜ
2. ´f¹ffÊUSX¯f dU·ff¦f, SXfþÀ±ff³f ÀfSXIYfSX, VffÀf³f Àfd¨fUf»f¹f, þ¹f´fbSXÜ
3. ÃfZÂfe¹f IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f, U³f EUÔ ´f¹ffÊUSX¯f ¸fÔÂff»f¹f, þ¹f´fbSXÜ
4. dþ»ff IY»f¢MXSX EUÔ ¸fdþÀMÑZMX, OXeOXUf³ff-IbY¨ff¸f³f Ü
5. Ad°fdSXöY dþ»ff ¸fdþÀMÑZMX, IbY¨ff¸f³f dÀfMXeÜ
6. ¸fb£¹f IYf¹fÊIYfSXe Ad²fIYfSXe, dþ»ff ´fdSX¿fQÐ, ³ff¦füSXÜ
7. ÃfZÂfe¹f ´fi¶f³²fIY, dSXIYû, ³ff¦füSXÜ
8. dþ»ff CXôû¦f IZY³Qi, ³ff¦füSXÜ
9 CX´fJ¯OX Ad²fIYfSXe, »ffOX³fcÜ
10. °fWXÀfe»fQfSX, »ffOX³fcÜ
11. dUIYfÀf Ad²fIYfSXe, ´fÔ¨ff¹f°f Àfd¸fd°f »ffOX³fcÜ
12. ¦fif¸f ´fÔ̈ ff¹f°f, °fÔUSXf, °fWXÀfe»f »ffOX³fc, dþ»ff- OXeOXUf³ff IbY¨ff¸f³f Ü
13. AMX»f ÀfZUf IZY³Qi, ¦fif¸f ´fÔ¨ff¹f°f °fUSXf, °fWXÀfe»f »ffOX³fc, dþ»ff- OXeOXUf³ff-IbY¨ff¸f³f Ü

6. Cö ´fdS¹fûþ³ff I e ´f¹ffÊUS¯fe¹f ÀUeIÈ d°f ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f þ³f Àfb³fUfBÊ dQ³ffÔI 18.10.2025 I û Qû´fWS 12:15 ¶fþZ ÀfZ Qû´fWS 01:15 ¶fþZ °fI ,
À±ff³f- Àf³ff¦ffS, AM»f ÀfZUf IZ ³Qi, ¦fif¸f ´fÔ¨ff¹f°f °fÔUSf, °fWÀfe»f »ffOÐ³fb, dþ»ff OeOUf³ff Ib ¨ff¸f³f ¸fZÔ Af¹fûdþ°f I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ

AÔ°f: ÀfUÊÀff²ffS¯f I û ³fûdMÀf IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ E°fQÐ õfSf Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W` dI Cö dQ³ffÔI I û ´fiÀ°ffdU°f þ³f Àfb³fUfBÊ À±f»f ´fS C´fdÀ±f°f WûI S A´f³fZ
d»fdJ°f/¸füdJI AfÃfŹ f ´fiÀ°fb°f I S ÀfI °fZ WỒÜ BÀf Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZÔ d»fdJ°f AfÃfŹ f/ÀfbÓffU BÀf Àfc̈ f³ff IZ ´fiI fVf³f I e d°fd±f ÀfZ þ³f Àfb³fUfBÊ dQUÀf °fI SfþÀ±ff³f
Sfª¹f ´fiQc¿f¯f d³f¹fÔÂf¯f ¸f¯O»f, ´fi±f¸f ¨fS¯f ÀfWI fSe ·fcd¸f dUI fÀf ¶fỒI , I fg»fZþ SûOÞ, ´fbd»fÀf »ffB³f IZ Àff¸f³fZ, ³ff¦füS ¸fZÔ dQ¹fZ þf ÀfI °fZ WỒÜ

WXÀ°ff/-
(SXfþIbY¸ffSX ¸fe¯ff) ÃfZÂfe¹f Ad²fIYfSXe
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WITH THE procurement of a range of ad-
vanced air defence (AD) radars, the Indian
Armyhasbeguntheprocessofplugginggaps
in its air defence network along the north-
ernandwesternborders.

This comes fourmonthsafterOperation
Sindoor,duringwhichhundredsofPakistani
UnmannedAerialVehicles(UAVs)wereable
tobreach Indianairspace.

TheArmyhassoughttoprocureupto45
LowLevel LightWeightRadars (Enhanced),
up to 48 Air Defence Fire Control Radar-
Drone Detectors (ADFCR-DD), and 1� Low
Level LightWeightRadars (Improved).

TheseADradarscandetect,track,anden-
gage aerial objects with small radar cross-
sections (RCS), like the Pakistani drones
which infiltrated Indianairspace inMay.

How radarswork
Radar is theacronymforRAdioDetection

AndRanging. It isaspecialisedelectronicsys-
temthatusesradiowavestodeterminethedi-
rection,distance,andvelocityoftargetobjects.
AD radars areusedby themilitary to search,
detect,identify,andhelpdestroyaerialthreats.

In simple terms, a radar comprises two
basic components: a transmitter which
sendsoutradiosignals,andareceiverwhich
collects any reflected signals from a target.
The angular direction of a target is deter-
mined based on the direction fromwhich
thereflectedsignalsarereceived;themeas-
urementof thelocationofatargetatsucces-
sivemomentshelpscalculate its trajectory.

Radarsweredevelopedinthe193�sand
194�s, primarily formilitary use. Amid the
increasing importance of airpower inwar-
fare,radarsbecameessentialdefensive(and
lateroffensive) systems formilitaries.

ThereareprimarilytwokindsofADradars:
surveillanceradarsandfirecontrolradars.

Theformerconstantlysurveilltheskiesto
detectaerialobjects.Thesedetectionsarethen
analysedbyanoperator(increasinglywiththe
help of computers) to identify the objects
spotted. Surveillance radars are not directly
connectedtoanyanti-aircraftweaponsystem
unlikefirecontrolradars,whichhelpsurface-
to-airgunsormissilestargetaerial threats.

Currentlywith forces
Both theArmy and the IndianAir Force

(IAF) have both surveillance and fire con-

trol radars.
The IAF controls most of the high and

medium power radars (HPRs andMPRs)
whichhaverangesof uptoseveralhundred
kilometres and can track aerial threats at
higher altitudes. These are used to tackle
larger threats such as fighter jets, enemy
transport aircraft, orAirborneWarning and
Control System(AWACS).

Both the IAF and the Army also have
some Low Level Light Weight Radars
(LLLRs). These have lower ranges and are
meant to trackaerial objects, often smaller,
flyingat loweraltitudes.

Forfirecontrolradars,theIAFhasarange
of radars inplace, suchas the3Dcentral ac-
quisition radar and the Rajendra radar. The
Army, on the other hand, primarily uses
Flycatchers, which are indigenously up-
graded Super Fledermaus (USFM) radars,
and theADtactical control radar.

Upgrades long needed

There has long been a need to upgrade
the Army’s aging radars. India’s three-day
longconflagrationwithPakistaninMayfur-
thermade this case.

DuringOpSindoor,hundredsof low-cost
enemydroneswereusedtocamouflageafew
surveillanceandattackdrones.Theseentered
Indianairspacefromacrossmultiplelocations
alongtheborder,beforetheywereshotdown.

A senior Army officer said that the pro-
curementofLLLWRsandADFCR-DDsstems
from the need to tackle future threats from
such smaller, low-flying aerial objects, such
as drones, which can overwhelm older AD
systemsorevenblindside them.

Such objects, the officer explained, are
frequently being used in new-age conflicts
globally, includingduringOpSindoorandby
Hamasagainst Israel.There is thusaneedto
increase thenumberof LLLRsandother fire
control radars, which cannot only detect
threatswithlowRCSbutalsoidentifyfriend
fromfoe inaclutteredair space.

RCS, or radar signature, is ameasure of
howdetectableanobject isbyradar,usually
representedinsquaremetres;largertheRCS,
greater thedetectability.TheRCS isnotonly
thefunctionofthesi}eofanaerialobjectbut
also its specific design features: the basic
thrustofmodernstealthtechnologyistore-
duceanaircraft’sRCS.

The new radars being procuredwill be
capable of scanning the airspace, detecting
and tracking targets, and prioritising them
basedonthe threat theypose.

AnenhancedLLLR,forinstance,wouldbe
abletopickupsignalsfromlow-RCSdrones,

including swarms, and transmit target data
toweaponsystemsupto1�kmaway.

TheADFCR-DD—whicharemodernfire
controlradars—willbecapableofdetecting,
identifying, classifying, and controlling
weaponsystemstotargeteventhesmallest
surveillance and attack drones,making de-
structionof such threats farmoreeffective.

India’s AD infra
India’s AD infrastructure comprises AD

guns and surface-to-air missiles like the
Russian S-4��s and the indigenous Akash
missile system.Despitesomebreaches, this
system performed remarkably during
Operation Sindoor, and prevented Pakistan
frominflictinganysignificantdamageduring
itsaerial forays into India.

The Army has the Akashteer system in
place.Thisprovidesacommon,real-timeair
picture to the control room, radars and AD
guns, enabling coordinated AD operations
byintegratingvariousradarsystems,sensors
andcommunicationtechnologiesintoasin-
gleoperational framework.

Similarly, the IAF has the Integrated Air
Command and Control System (IACCS),
which is an automated command and con-
trol system that integrates data from all air
defence assets to detect, identify, intercept,
and destroy hostile intruders, while simul-
taneously controlling offensive packages
deep insideenemyterritory.

At themoment, the defence establish-
ment is focussing its energies in settingupa
comprehensiveairdefenceshieldasapartof
MissionSudarshanChakra.Towardsthis,the
Defence Research and Development
Organisation(DRDO)lastmonthsuccessfully
conductedmaidenflighttestsofanIntegrated
AirDefenceWeaponSystem(IADWS).
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AHEADOFaUNESCOteam’sproposedvisit
to Sarnath, the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) will install what it is calling a
“corrected” plaque that will credit a local
ruler,andnottheBritish,forpreservingthe
holyBuddhist site.

“The proposal is for the newplaque to
credit[BabuJagatSingh]forbringingtolight
Sarnath’sarchaeologicalimportanceforthe
first time in 1787-88, and not in 1798,”
sourcestoldTheIndianExpress.Thechange,
sourcessaid,wasmadebasedonaproposal
submittedbySingh’s family to theASI.

Earlierthisyear,Indiaofficiallynominated
SarnathfortheUNESCOWorldHeritageList
forthe2�25-26cycle—amovethatcouldend
its27-yearwaitonthetentativelist.

Aholy Buddhist site
Sarnath,roughly1�kmtothenortheast

of Varanasi, iswhere the Buddha is said to
havedeliveredhisfirstsermoninc.528BCE,
andtheplaceatwhichtheBuddhistsangha
(community) is said tohave formed.

While ancient Buddhist texts refer to
this location asMrigadava or Rishipatana,
anddonotprovideanexactorevenapprox-
imate location for it, oral tradition and the
actionsofEmperorAshoka(c.268-232BCE)
havebeenkey tomaking thisassociation.

Ashoka famously constructed a lionpil-
laratSarnaththat todayactsastheemblem
oftheRepublicofIndia.“...theveryactoferect-
ing the lionpillar probablywas intended to
marktheplaceasthelocationoftheBuddha’s
firstsermon,”historianFrederickAsherwrote
in his book Sarnath: A Critical History of the
PlaceWhereBuddhismBegan(2�2�).

Recent excavationshaveunearthedevi-
denceofpre-Ashokanactivityandhabitation
atthesite,butAshokaremainssingularlyas-
sociatedwithSarnath as its original patron.
He oversaw the establishment of several
monasticstructuresatthesite,includingthe

DhamekStupa,whichissaidtomarktheex-
act location fromwhere theBuddhadeliv-
eredhisfirstsermon.Itisduringhisreignthat
SarnathbecameaBuddhistpilgrimagesite.

SarnathwasalsopatronisedbyKushana
(1st-4thcenturyCE)andGupta(3th-6thcen-
tury CE) rulers,who refurbishedAshokan-
erastructuresandbuiltnewones.Athriving
monasterysurvivedatthelocationtillabout
the12thcenturyCE.

The destruction
There is historical consen-

susaboutthefact thatSarnath
wassackedandburnedsometimeinthe12th
century. Archaeologist Alexander
Cunningham,who founded theASI in1861,
wrote inhis fieldnotes: “...MajorKittoe (re-
sponsible for someof the earliest scientific
excavationsatthesite)...summeduphiscon-
clusions... ‘All has been sacked and burnt,
priests,temples,idolsalltogether…”.(quoted
inGiovanniVerardi,Hardships andDownfall
ofBuddhisminIndia,2�11).

Whowas responsible for this destruc-
tion,however, remainsamatterof debate.

Asher wrote: “...in 1193, Qutb-ud-din
Aibek, the military commander of
Muhammad of Ghor’s army,marched to-
wardVaranasi,wherehe is said tohavede-
stroyedidolsinathousandtemples.Sarnath
very likelywasamongthecasualtiesof this
invasion…”.While Asher said this invasion

waslikelydrivenbythemotive
“toacquirelandandwealth”,it
probably led the surviving
monksto flee,afterwhichthe
monasteryfell intoruin.

Verardi and archaeologist Federica
Barba,however,makeadifferentcase.“...the
archaeological evidence suggests that
around the mid-twelfth century the
Buddhistswere forced to leaveandthatan
imposingSaivitetemplewaserectedonthe
site,”theywroteintheappendixofVerardi’s
book.Theyadded,however,thatthe“brah-
manical project” in Sarnath “was never
broughttoconclusion”,perhapsduetothe

arrivalofMusliminvaders.
What can be saidwith a degree of cer-

taintyisthatforroughlysevencenturiesaf-
terSarnath’sdestruction,thesiteremained
inruinsasBuddhismallbutwentextinctin
itsbirthplace.

Modern ‘rediscovery’
Sarnathwasamongtheearliestsitesex-

plored by amateur British archaeologists
andindologists,possiblyduetoitsproxim-
ity to Varanasi, which had a strong
Companypresence.

Thecreditforits“rediscovery”,however,
goestoworkersof JagatSingh,thediwanof
RajaChaitSinghofBenares,whoweredig-
ging at the site to retrieve brick and stone
for a newmarketplace being built in his
name (The locality at the heart of modern
Varanasistillgoesbythename‘Jagatganj’).
The workers discovered the inscribed
pedestalofanimageoftheBuddhaandtwo
stonereliquaries,thecontentsofwhich,ac-
cordingtohistorianBCBhattacharya,“were

thrown into the riverGanges” (TheHistory
of Sarnathor theCradleofBuddhism, 1923).

In1799, these findingswerereportedby
JonathanDunancan, an indologistwhohad
founded the Sanskrit College atVaranasi in
1791. Duncan’s descriptions were what
spurredsubsequentBritishexcavationsatthe
site,notablybyCunninghamin1835-36.

Duringtheseexcavations,Cunningham
discoveredandremovedmanystatuesfrom
the site, as well as the sandstone box re-
ported by Duncan from the Dharmarajika
Stupa (formerly known as the ‘Jagat Singh
Stupa’).By1836,Cunninghamhadconclu-
sively identified Sarnath as the location of
theBuddha’s first sermon.

Themost significantwork on Sarnath,
however,was carried out by archaeologist
Friedrich Oertel in 19�4-�5. “Hewas the
firstscholartocarryouttheworkofexcava-
tionsystematicallyandonascientificbasis.
Asaresultofhiswork,476architecturaland
sculptural relics and 41 inscriptionswere
discovered inoneseason”.
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Radar
Antenna

Antenna
beamwidth

Echopulse
fromtarget

Radarsaretheeyesofmodernairdefencesystems.LearningfromtheexperienceofOpSindoor, theArmy
isacquiringupgradedradarsystemstotackleswarmsof low-costdroneswithsmall radarsignatures

Upgrading Army radars

WHATARMY IS PROCURING

RADARSBEINGPROCUREDINCLUDE:

LLLWR(I)ANDLLLWR(E)whichareupgradedmobile
surveillanceradarsspecificallyusedto identifyand
tracksmall, low-flyingaerial threats,and

ADFCR-DDwhichisamobile fire
control radar that is specifically
usedtotargetsmall
drones.

TheArmyisprocuringboth
surveillanceandfirecontrol radars.

SURVEILLANCE:Scansairspace;
notattachedtoanyweaponssystem

FIRECONTROL:Usedforcontrol
andtargetingbyweaponssystem
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HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBERěō

STEPHENMIRAN, one of President Donald
Trump’stopeconomicadvisers,wasswornin
as a governor of the US Federal Reserve on
Tuesday.Heiswidelyseenasakeyarchitectof
Trump’s policy of using tariffs as a strategic
tool for forcing other countries to open their
marketstoAmericanexports,andalsotoserve
theUnited States’ geopolitical
andnationalsecurity interests.

The 42-year-old PhD in
economics from Harvard
University was the head of
Trump’sCouncilof EconomicAdvisers,be-
foretakingofficeasoneof thesevengover-
norsof theUScentralbank,which includes
its chairman, JeromePowell.

Advocate for imposing tariffs
It is a 41-page ‘User’s Guide to

RestructuringtheGlobalTradingSystem’—
which he wrote in November 2�24, while
working as a senior strategist at the global

investmentmanagementfirm,HudsonBay
Capital — that made the world really take
notice ofMiran.

The essay forcefully argued in favour of
theUSimposingsweepingtariffsnotonlyto
helppreserve itsedge inhigh-value-added
manufacturing and prevent further off-
shoring of such industries, but also to “in-
crease negotiating leverage” for securing
trade concessions. This was premised on
the notion that access to theUSmarket “is

a privilege that must be
earned, not a right”.

Theextensionofsuch“priv-
ilege”was, in turn, conditional
upon countries satisfying cer-

taincriteriathatwerebothtradeandnational
security-related.AmongtheonesthatMiran
identified were:

■Didthecountryinquestionapplysim-
ilar tariff rates to its imports from theUS as
thelatterdidtoitsimportsfromtheformer?

■Didithaveahistoryofartificiallyweak-
eningitscurrencythroughtheaccumulation
of excessive foreignexchangereserves?

■Didit respect the intellectualproperty

rightsofUS firms?
■Did it sidewithChina, Russia and Iran

inkeyinternationaldisputes,includingatthe
UnitedNations?

■Didittradewithsanctionedentitiesor
helpsuchentitiesevadesanctions?

■DidithelpChinaevadetariffsviare-ex-
ports?

■DiditsupportoropposeUSsecurityef-
forts invarious theatres?

■Did it harbour the enemies of the US,
including terroristsandcybercriminals?

Indiaiscurrentlybearingthebruntof the
selective use of such criteria by the Trump
administration.Mostnotableof these is the
5�%generaldutyonitsgoodsexports tothe
US. That includes a25% so-called reciprocal
tariff and a 25% “penalty” for its import of
Russianoil anddefenceequipment.

The 5�% tariff, when applied for an ex-
tended period, will certainly hurt India’s
merchandiseexports to theUS,whichwere
valuedat$86.5billion in2�24-25.Asignifi-
cant chunkof it comprisedproducts in em-
ployment-intensivesectorsfromreadymade
garments, textiles, handicrafts and leather
products to shrimpsandgems&jewellery.

Byweaponisingtariffs,theTrumpadmin-
istrationissimultaneouslyputtingpressureon
theNarendraModi-ledgovernmenttoremove
barriers to the import of American goods to
India.Thatincludesgeneticallymodifiedmai}e
and soyabean, ethanol, dairy products and
other farmproduce,whichIndiahashitherto
considered tobe “red lines” in tradenegotia-
tionswithothercountriesaswell.

Push for aweaker dollar
Apart from advocating the use of trade

and tariff policies as instruments for “nego-
tiating leverage” to further America’s eco-
nomic as well as strategic interests, Miran
has been a backer of a weaker dollar. His
November 2�24 paper blamed the United
States’ large andwidening external current
account andmerchandise trade deficits on
the“persistentovervaluation”of thedollar.

The overvaluation has “weighed heav-
ilyontheAmericanmanufacturingsector”
bymakingUSexports lesscompetitive, im-
ports cheaper and leading to the closureof
factories.

Miranhascalled foracontrolleddepre-
ciationof thedollar thatwill help retain its
advantages frombeing theworld’s reserve
currency.Trumphas, in fact,warnedBRICS
member-countries (China, India,Bra}iland
Russia)againstreplacingthedollarwithany
otheralternativecurrencyforsettlementof
international transactionsorholdingof re-
serves.

A “manageddecline” in thevalueof the
dollar,whichwill enable the re-industrial-

isation of theUS economyand restore bal-
ancetotheglobaltradingsystem,wouldre-
quire an international coordination effort
similar to the Pla}a Accord of September
1985. That accord involved France, West
Germany, Japan, and the United Kingdom
together agreeing on a depreciation of the
dollar relative to their currencies.

Miranhasfloatedtheideaofanew‘Mar-
a-Lago Accord’ — the reference here is to a
resort in Palm Beach, Florida, owned by
Trump — on the lines of the 1985 deal
reached inNewYork’sPla}aHotel.

The idea of forcing countries, especially
China and the European Union, to accept a
weaker dollar and lower interest rates on
their US bond investments is likely to gain
momentum with Miran becoming a US
FederalReservegovernor.

The pressure on Powell to cut interest
ratesmoreaggressivelywillprobablyinten-
sify now.Miran, on his part, has viewed an
overvalued dollar and high interest rates to
havebenefiting“financialisedsectors”of the
USeconomyattheexpenseofhollowingout
itsmanufacturing industries.

Stephen Miran: Trump tariff architect, now in US Fed

StephenMiranduringahearingbefore
SenateBankingCommittee. TheNYT
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IT IS assumed thatwhen a living organ-
ismgivesbirthtoachild, itwillbelongto
thesamespeciesastheparentorparents.
However, researchershavenow founda
species of ants that has turned this bio-
logical factonitshead.Thequeensof the
Mediterranean harvester ant species,
Messor ibericus, can producemale off-
springofadifferentspecies,Messorstruc-
tor, according toanewstudy.

The research was published in the
journalNature earlier thismonth. Itwas
carriedoutbyateamof internationalsci-
entists based at different institutes in
France, Italy,Bulgaria, andAustria.

JonathanRomiguier,abiologistatthe
UniversityofMontpellierinFranceanda
co-authorofthepaper,toldCNN,“Wehad
a strong suspicion that somethingwas
veryunusualaboutthisspecies,buttobe
honest,wewere far fromimagining just
howunusual it reallywas.”

The suspicion
In harvester ant colonies, female

queens give birth to offspring, andmale
dronesprovide the sperm. The sterile fe-
maleworkers are responsible for nest
building, child care, amongother things.
Romiguier andhis colleagueswere sur-
prisedwhentheyfoundalltheMessoriber-
icusworkerswerehybrid,withabouthalf
of theirDNAmatchingMessorstructor.

Such a hybridisation is not unknown
among ant species. Several ant queens
matewithmales of other species to pro-
duce hybridworkers. But in the case of
Messoribericus,thescientistsrealisedthat
their colonieswere found inmany areas
in theMediterraneanwhere thereareno
Messor structor colonies. So, how are
Messor ibericus queens findingMessor
structormalestoproducehybridworkers?

The investigation
Tofindtheanswer,Romiguierandhis

colleagues collected DNA samples of
Messor ibericus colonies. They found that
there were numerousMessor structor

droneslivinginthesecolonies.Furtherex-
aminationshowedthatthesedroneshad
mitochondrialDNAfromMessor ibericus.
As this typeofDNAisonlymaternally in-
herited,itmeantthatthemotherofMessor
structormaleswasaMessoribericusqueen.

ThescientiststhenisolatedMessoriber-
icusqueensandanalysed theeggs laidby
them. They found that about 1�% of the
eggswereentirelyMessorstructor.Thesci-
entists say this is like a “human having
chimpbabies”.

The process
Scientists suggest thatMessor ibericus

queens are giving birth to two different
species by cloning theMessor structor
males’geneticmaterialfromspermstored
in a specialisedorgan called a spermath-
eca. The resulting eggs do not consist of
Messor ibericusDNA,except for themito-
chondrialDNA,whichisabsent insperm.

“By producing two species of males,
the queen ensures that her daughters
that become queens themselves can
mate withmales of both species. They
useMessor ibericus sperm tomake new
queens, whileMessor structor sperm is
usedtoproducehybridworkersandnew
Messorstructormales,”accordingtoare-
portbyNewScientist. ENS

HOWSCIENTISTSFOUNDANANT
WHICHGIVESBIRTHTOTWOSPECIES

Messor ibericusqueenscangive
birthtotwodifferentspecies.Nature

EXPLAINED SCIENCE
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REUTERS
WASHINGTON,SEPTEMBERěō

THEUSFederalReservecutinter-
estratesbyaquarterofapercent-
agepointonWednesdayandindi-
cated it will steadily lower
borrowingcostsfortherestofthis
year, aspolicymakers responded
toconcernsaboutweaknessinthe
jobmarket in amove thatwon
support frommost of President
DonaldTrump'scentralbankap-
pointees. Only new Governor
StephenMiran,who joined the
FedonTuesdayandisonleaveas
the head of theWhite House's
CouncilofEconomicAdvisers,dis-
sentedinfavourofahalf-percent-
age-pointcut.

The rate cut, alongwith pro-
jectionsshowingtwomorequar-
ter-percentage-point reductions
are anticipated at the remaining
twopolicymeetingsthisyear, in-
dicateFedofficialshavebegunto
downplaytheriskthattheadmin-
istration's voluble trade policies
willstokepersistentinflation,and
are nowmore concerned about
weakeninggrowthandthelikeli-
hoodofrisingunemployment.

The cut, the firstmoveby the
policy-setting Federal Open
Market Committee since
December,loweredthepolicyrate
tothe4.��-4.25percentrange.

"TheCommitteeisattentiveto
the risks to both sides of its dual
mandate and judges that down-
side risks to employment have
risen,"thecentralbank'srate-set-
ting Federal Open Market
Committeesaidinitspolicystate-
ment."Jobgainshaveslowed,and
the unemployment rate has
edgedup."Neweconomicprojec-

tionsshowedpolicymakersatthe
median still see inflation ending
thisyearat3percent,wellabove
the central bank's 2per cent tar-
get,aprojectionunchangedfrom
thelastsetofforecastsinJune.The
projection for unemployment
was also unchanged at 4.5 per
cent and the one for economic
growth slightly higher at 1.6 per
centversus1.4percent.

Stocks turned modestly
higher after the decision,while
thedollar fell against a basket of
major trading partners' curren-
cies. Treasury yieldswere little
changedandratefuturesmarkets
sawmore thana9�%probability
of another rate cut at the Fed's
nextmeetinginlateOctober.

Stagflation riskeasing
Compared to the stagflation-

aryriskscontainedinthelastsetof
projections,withtheFedslowing
its rate cuts toheadoff inflation,
the new projections show an
emerging sense amongofficials
that theycanheadoff any rise in
unemploymentwithafasterpace
ofratereductions,whileinflation
easesslowlynextyear.

Fed officials have gradually
warmedtotheideathatTrump's
tariffswouldhaveonlya tempo-
rary impact on inflation, and the
latestforecastsareconsistentwith
that view. Themove to amore
consistent pace of cuts was
backed by Fed Governor
ChristopherWallerandViceChair
ofSupervisionMichelleBowman,
Trumpappointeeswhodissented
overthepolicydecisioninlateJuly
toholdratessteady.

Mirandissentedoverthelat-
estcutandappears tohavepen-
ciled in the steepest rate cuts in
projectionsissuedafterhejoined
the Board of Governors on
Tuesday.Inthenewest"dotplot,"
one rate projection of 2.875 per
cent for the end of 2�25 stands
out as being three-quarters of a
percentagepointbelowthenext
lowest one. Trump has de-
manded steep rate cuts. Among
thosevoting in favourof thede-
cision was Fed Governor Lisa
Cook,whoattendedthemeeting
despiteTrump'seffort tofireher
and after two courts supported
her challenge of his attempted
dismissal.

GOLD

`1,13,8ĆĆ

USDRATE

`87.85

OIL

$69.96

SILVER

`1,31,2ĆĆ
Note:Gold, silverratesasperAll IndiaSarafaAssociation,goldper1Ćg, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)perbarrelasof September16

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBERěō

INDIAISeyeinginvestmentcom-
mitments from the European
Unioninbroad-basedsectors,ac-
cess into legal, accountingand IT
services sectors, under the com-
prehensive trade deal that both
partnersaimtosignbytheendof
theyear.However,negotiatorsare
yet to convergeon thorny issues
suchasmarketaccessinautomo-
bile andalcoholic beverages sec-
tors,alongwithseveralnon-tariff
measures that push compliance
costshigherforIndiancompanies,
aseniorgovernmentofficialsaid.

Thepush for investments by
Indiannegotiators comes as the
EUhascommittedtoinvestments
intheUSmarketundertheUS-EU
tradedeal. The trade agreement
withtheEUassumessignificance
as India is facing stiff 5�per cent
tariffs in the USmarket, which
threatens to disrupt exports
worth over $4� billion, and ex-
porters arehoping for the finali-
sationof thedealwith theEUfor
relief, particularly for the labour-
intensive sectors. The EU is also
India’ssecond-largestexportmar-
ket and the largest source of in-

vestmentintheservicessector.
“Whilenoadditional chapter

wasclosedinthelastroundofdis-
cussions,substantialprogresswas
madeinseveralchapters, includ-
ing the goods.Morediscussions
are required in the automobile,
beveragesectors,andfineraspects
relatedtoservices,andnon-tariff
measures need to be discussed.
Both sideshave their list of non-
tariff barriers that are being
workedon,”theofficialsaid.

Access to the Indianautomo-
bile and alcoholic beverage sec-
torsisoneofthetopdemandsfor
the EuropeanUnion. After India
opened both these sectors that
have traditionally seenhighpro-
tection for the UK, the EUwill
likelyseekmoreambitiousopen-
ingas theycompetewith theUK
insimilarproductcategories.India
and the UK signed a trade deal
earlier this year, giving limited
quotaaccesstotheUK’sautomo-
bilesandwhiskey.

The official said that India is
workingtoreducethecompliance
cost for the industry in the EU
market.“Forinstance,infisheries,
everysecondconsignmentissub-
jectedtoexamination,whichwill
addcostforIndia. If thequantum
ofexaminationishighinanyarea,

thatmeansadditionalcostforus.
Socompliancecostsduetoregu-
lations in several sectors such as
agriculture, industrial and fish-
eries,”theofficialsaid.

“India is also seeking to im-
prove Indianpharmaexports to
theEU. Currently, it takes a long
timefortheEUtoapproveIndian
pharma products. Besides, the
EU’sMaximumResidue Limits
(MRLs)foragriculturalproducts
are a worry for countries glob-
ally. We need to align with it.
India has studied the EU’s deal
with Mercosur to understand
the EU’s position and get some

referencepoints.

‘High tariffs in India
are a barrier’

TheEuropeanCommission,in
a report to the European Parlia-
mentonWednesday,saidthatthe
EU is India’s largest tradingpart-
ner and India is the EU’s largest
tradepartnerintheGlobalSouth.
In 2�24, bilateral trade in goods
reached€12�billion—anincrease
ofnearly9�percentoverthepast
decadeandaround6,���Europ-
eancompaniesoperateinIndia.

“Despitethisprogress,signifi-
cantuntappedpotentialremains.
Indiaaccountsforlessthan2.5per
centoftheEU’stradeingoodsand
services,andIndianinvestmentin
theEUtotalsonlyEuro1�billion.
Keybarriers inIndiaincludehigh
tariffsandinternalmeasuresthat
restrictimportcompetition,limit
foreign direct investment, and
constrainbusinessopportunities
onbothsides,”thereportsaid.

The report said that theEU is
committed to scalingup invest-
ments in India through ‘Global
Gateway’, byde-riskingprivate-
sectorinvestmentwithguarantees
and blended finance. Global
Gateway is theEuropeanUnion’s
strategytoboostsmart,cleanand

secureconnections indigital, en-
ergyandtransportsectors,andto
strengthenhealth,educationand
researchsystemsacrosstheworld.
TheTeamEuropeGlobalGateway
investmentportfolio in India al-
ready exceeds Euro 15 billion,
spanning sectors suchas renew-
ableenergy,water,urbantransport
anddigital infrastructure.“Future
projects couldexpand intoother
strategicsectorstosupportIndia’s
modernisation, greenanddigital
transitions, and strategic value
chains,aswellastopromotecon-
nectivity in the region. The
European InvestmentBank (EIB)
willremainakeyplayerinadvanc-
ingthisagenda,”thereportsaid.

TheEUand India should also
jointlyassessexternalvulnerabil-
itiesandstrategic tradeopportu-
nitiestoidentifyotherprioritysec-
tors, the report said. “A secure
supplyofcriticalrawmaterialsre-
mainsastrategicpriority forsus-
tainable and resilient industrial
ecosystems.India’sendorsement
of theG7CriticalMineralsAction
Plan reflects alignment on key
principles, including sustainabil-
ity, diversification, andmarket
transparency, andprovides aba-
sis forpractical cooperation,” the
reportsaid.

CONVERGENCEONAUTOMOBILE, ALCOHOLICBEVERAGESPENDING

AGGAMWALIA
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBERěō

INDIA’SNEWnational policy on
geothermalenergyseekstobuild
oninterestfromresearchfirmsin
theUS,Iceland,andNorwaytotest
its commercial viability in the
country, Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (MNRE)
SecretarySantoshKumarSarangi
said onWednesday. Companies
from Iceland and Norway are
lookingatR&Dandpilotprojects
intheGulfofCambay,Arunachal
Pradesh, and Uttarakhand, he
added.

Geothermal energy taps the
earth’s heat from hot water
springs on the surface or reser-
voirs deep underground, using
steamtospinturbinesandgener-
ate electricity. It is a renewable
sourceandcanalsobeharnessed
fromhot rocks for heating and
cooling, greenhouses, andaqua-
culture. TheGeological Surveyof
India (GSI) hasmapped381hot
springsnationwidewith surface
temperaturesbetween35°Cand
89°C,whoseexplorationandde-
velopmentthenewMNREpolicy,
releasedonSeptember17,aimsto
support.

“Some Norwegian and
Icelandic research companies
haveshowninterestintheGulfof
Cambay,ArunachalPradesh,and
Uttarakhand.Theyhaveevensent
theirteamstodosomepilotstud-

ies. There is a lot of interest,”
Sarangi said in amedia briefing.
Additionally,thegovernmentwill
alsoexploretechnologicalcollab-
orations with the US and
Indonesia,especiallyforenhanced
geothermal systems for larger
powerplants.

Indiahasanestimated1�.6gi-
gawatts (GW)of geothermalpo-
tential,whichcouldrisewithfur-
therexploration.Keysiteslieinthe
HimalayanGeothermalProvince
— covering Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Ladakh,
Jammu and Kashmir, and
Arunachal Pradesh—aswell as
the CambayGraben in Gujarat,
home to several abandoned oil
wells, and the Andaman and
NicobarIslands.

Globally, less than 17GWof
geothermalcapacityisharnessed.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

THETRADEagreement
withtheEUassumessig-
nificanceas India is facing
stiff 5�percent tariffs in
theUSmarket,which
threatenstodisruptex-
portsworthover$4�bil-
lion,andexportersare
hopingfor thefinalisa-
tionof thedealwiththe
EUforrelief.
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CeĄŞľeĄĒŞifieŅ

CGSTľaŞeŅ
NewDelhi:TheUnion Finance
Ministry has notified Central
GST(CGST)taxratesforgoods,
whichwill be effective from
September22.Stateswillnow
have to follow suit andnotify
theStateGST(SGST)ratestobe
levied on goods and services
beginningMonday. PTI

SBIdiƇeŅŞŅěŢĬě8ī

iĄYeŅBaĄkŞĒSMBC
NewDelhi: StateBankof India
onWednesdayannouncedthe
completionof thedivestment
ofabout13.18percentstakein
Yes Bank to SumitomoMitsui
BankingCorporation of Japan
forRs8,888.97crore. PTI

ICICIBaĄkgeŞŅ

`4Ĉ-cľGSTĄĒŞice
NewDelhi: ICICI Bankhas said
tax authorities have slappeda
demandnoticeofRs49.11crore
onitforallegedshortpayment
of GST. In a regulatory filing,
ICICI Bank said, on September
15,2�25,itreceivedanorderin
appealundersection1�7ofthe
West Bengal Goods and
ServicesTaxAct,2�17. PTI

BRIEFLY

Visakhapatnam:FinanceMinister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
WednesdaysaidaboutRs3.6lakh
crorewasgivento22statessofar
under5�-yearinterest-freeassis-
tance. Addressing CII GCC
Business Summit here, she also
said India's capital investment
grew to 4.1 per cent (including
states)oftheGDPin2�24-25from
1.7percentin2�13-14.

"The central governmenthas
also provided 5�-year interest-
freeassistancetothestategovern-
mentssothattheycanhavetheir
capital assets increased (with)
money to spend on them. The
Centrehasgiven5�-yearinterest-
freemoneytoallstatesandtheto-
talofwhathasbeengivenisabout
3.6 lakhcrore tillnow.That is the
lastfouryears.

"And22 states have actually
used it, resulting in recording
more than1�per cent growth in
capital expenditure from their
ownresources,"shesaid.

OnGlobal Capability Centres
(GCC), she said the state govern-
ments are playing a very critical
roleindeepeningIndia'sGCCad-
vantage, shaping and enabling
policyenvironment. PTI

FM: `3.6 lakh crore given as 50-year,
interest-free loan to 22 states so far

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBERěō

AFTERMONTHSof anticipation,
Bima Sugam, envisioned as the
world’s largest onlinemarket-
place for insuranceproductsand
services, has officially gone live.
The launchwas announced on
Wednesdayby theBimaSugam
India Federation (BSIF)with the
unveilingof itsofficialwebsite.

TheBSIFclarifiedthattheroll-
outof theplatform’sfeatureswill
followaphasedapproach.Initially,
thewebsitewillserveasaninfor-
mationandguidancehub,while
full-fledged transactionswill be
enabledoverthecomingmonths
as insurers andecosystempart-
nerscompletenecessaryintegra-
tions.Thisapproachwillalsogive
theinsuranceecosystemadequate
timetoadapttothenewsystem.

The launch took place at the
headquarters of the Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (Irdai) in
Hyderabad. The event was at-
tendedbyAjaySeth,Chairmanof
Irdai,alongwithindustryleaders,
seniorofficials,andtheleadership
teamofBimaSugam.

InitiatedbyIrdai,BimaSugam
isbeinghailedasagroundbreak-
ing initiative in the global insur-
anceindustry.Whilemanycoun-
tries have digital channels for

insurance,thecreationofasingle,
unifiedmarketplaceof this scale
isunprecedented.Theideaissim-
ple but ambitious: all insurance
needs— life, health, and general
insurance,includingmotor,travel,
property,andagriculturalpolicies
— can be accessed on one plat-
form.

BimaSugamisaunifieddigital
marketplace for insurance, de-
signedtobringinsurers,interme-
diaries,andcustomersontoasin-
gleplatform.Throughit,userscan
buy, sell, service, renew,manage,
andevenclaiminsurancepolicies
with ease and full transparency.
Policydocumentswillalsobese-
curely storedon theplatform. In
manyways, BimaSugamfuncti-
onsforinsurancethewayUPIand
NPCI do for digital payments—
providing a common infrastruc-
turethatbenefitsallstakeholders.

Thechargesforusingtheplat-
form areminimal, and impor-
tantly,allinsurancecompaniesare
members of the system.Most of
themalsoholdequitystakesinthe
BSIF,whichoperatestheplatform.
ThissetsBimaSugamapart from
privateplayers like PolicyBa}aar,
whichmainly act asdistributors.
Suchfirmssellpoliciesbutdonot
provideclaimsettlementorend-
to-end servicing. They also earn
significant commissions from
customers,unlikethelow-cost,in-
tegratedmodelofBimaSugam.

For the first time, insurers,
agents,brokers,banks,andaggre-
gatorswilloperateunderasingle
roof, making it easier for cus-
tomerstocompare,purchase,and
manage insurance policies.
Beyondacting as amarketplace,
theplatformwill serve as a cen-
traliseddatabasetoanswerinsur-
ance-related queries and help
consumersnavigatethecomplex
worldofinsurance.Italsoaimsto
acceleratetheacceptanceofnew
and sandboxproducts, opening
thedoor for innovation in insur-
anceofferings.

TheIrdaidescribedthelaunch
asthefirstvisiblestepincreating
India’sDigitalPublicInfrastructure
(DPI)forinsurance—afoundation
that could redefinehowciti}ens
accessfinancialprotection.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Bima Sugam: Single digital
marketplace for insurance

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBERěō

SECURITIESANDExchangeBoard
of India (SEBI) Chairman Tuhin
KantaPandeyonWednesdaysaid
aproposaltopermitforeignport-
folio investors (FPIs) to trade in
non-cashsettled,non-agricultural
commodity derivative contracts
iscurrentlybeingreviewed.

Withanaimtostrengthenthe
domesticcommoditymarkets,he
said that Sebihasalreadyconsti-
tutedacommitteetorecommend
measuresfordeepeningtheagri-
culturalcommoditiessegment.A
workinggroupfordevelopingthe

non-agricultural commodity
space, includingmetals,will be
constituted,theChairmansaid.

“A proposal to allow FPIs to

trade in non-cash settled non-
agricultural commodity deriva-
tive contracts is currently under
examination,” Pandey said at an
event organised byMCX.He re-
leased a report on ‘Industrial
Strength: FinancialDepth–Base
MetalsDerivatives Servinga `2�
TrillionMarket’byMCX.

Atpresent,FPIscanparticipate
in commodity derivativesmar-
ketsthroughnon-deliverableand
cash-settledcontracts.Inthecom-
moditiesderivativesmarket,non-
deliverableandcash-settledcon-
tracts are derivativeswhich, on
expiry, donot result inaphysical
deliveryofacommodity.Thenon-
agricultural commodity deriva-

tives includeprecious, industrial
andbasemetals.

Once finalised, themove is
likelytoattractmoreFPIsintothe
domestic commodityderivatives
market. The announcement
comesdays after the Sebi board
approvedaproposaltointroduce
asingleautomaticwindowforfor-
eigninvestors.FPIshavebeenona
sellingspreeinthedomesticmar-
ket, offloadingRs61,184 croreof
equitiessinceJulythisyear.Onthe
Multi Commodity Exchange
(MCX),FPIs’dailytradingvolume
in the commodities derivatives
market currently is around Rs
15,���crore. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

E-Tender cum Auction Notice For
Commercial Land Lease of KMRL
Land at Kaloor (45 Cents).

:dIredneT 2025_kmrl_794484_1

Publishing date : 03-Sept-2025

Bid submission end date: 24.09.2025 @ 05.00 PM

Opening date : 26-Sept-2025 03:00 PM

ThroughBimaSugam

all insuranceneeds—

life,health,andgeneral

insurance, including

motor, travel,property,

andagricultural

policies—canbe

accessedunderasingle

platform

Sebi reviewing proposal to allow FPIs in
non-cash, non-agri commodity derivatives

File
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—SANTOSHKUMARSARANGI
SECRETARY,MNRE

Govt to push geothermal
pilots under new policy

JeromePowell,USFederal
ReserveChair. ReutersFile

Washington: The S&P 5��
brieflyrosewhile theNasdaq
slipped in choppy tradingon
Wednesday, after the US
Federal Reserve cut interest
rates by 25 basis points.The
DowJonesIndustrialAverage
was already inpositive terri-
tory,where it remainedafter
theFed'smove. REUTERS

Wall Street mixed
after Fed’s rate cut

Fed slashes rates by quarter
of a percentage point, sees
steady pace of cuts coming

Jaipur Jaipur



SALUTE THE SOLDIER
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

Director General and all Ranks of
CRPF remember valiant trooper Shri
Lal Singh Yadav, Dy. Comdt. of 19 Bn,
who made supreme sacrifice while
gallantly fighting with insurgents on
18 September 1999 in Manipur. CRPF
salutes the braveheart and pledges
never to let his sacrifice go in vain.
Director General and all Ranks of
CRPF remember valiant trooper
Constable Shivnath Mandal of 168 Bn,
who made supreme sacrifice while
gallantly fighting with maoists, when
his party was ambushed on 18
September 2011 in Bijapur,
Chhattisgarh. CRPF salutes the

braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

Director General and all Ranks of CRPF remember valiant troopers
Constable Santosh Kumar Pandey and Constable/Bugler Imtiyaz
Ahmed of CRPF, who made supreme sacrifice in a grenade attack on 18
September 2000 in Srinagar, J&K. CRPF salutes the bravehearts and
pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

Director General and all Ranks of CRPF

remember 9 valiant troopers of 26 Bn, who

made supreme sacrifice while gallantly

fighting with naxalites when they were

ambushedon18September 1999 in Palamu,

Jharkhand (Then part of Bihar). CRPF

salutes the bravehearts and pledges never to

let their sacrifice go in vain.

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE (ITBP)

ITBP salutes its bravehearts Head Constable Ranbir Arya and Constable

Dilbag Singh of 9th Bn, whomade the supreme sacrifice in the line of duty on

this day in Baramulla (J&K) in 1999.

Veer Balidani
Head Constable
V. K. Pandey

26 BN
27-01-1949 To
18-09-1999

Veer Balidani
Constable
P.D. Nath
26 BN

02-01-1968 To
18-09-1999

Veer Balidani
Constable

Bhagwan Singh
26 BN

04-04-1971 To
18-09-1999

Veer Balidani
Constable

Uttam Chandra
Boro 26 BN
31-12-1970 To
18-09-1999

Veer Balidani
Constable

L. B. Chhetri
26 BN

01-10-1976 To
18-09-1999

Veer Balidani
Lance Naik

Balwant Singh
26 BN

20-05-1965 To
18-09-1999

Veer Balidani
Constable Dilip
Choudhury

26 BN
15-03-1967 To
18-09-1999

Veer Balidani
Constable
I.S. Vinsent

26 BN
15-10-1970 To
18-09-1999

Veer Balidani
Constable

Shivnath Mandal
168 Bn

28-02-1980 To
18-09-2011

Veer Balidani
Constable

Y. Solay Singh
26 BN

01-03-1976 To
18-09-1999

Head Constable
Ranbir Arya
Vill.- Tangroli
Distt.- Pauri
Garhwal

(Uttarakhand)

Constable
Dilbag Singh
Vill.- Bal Labe
Dariya Distt.-

Amritsar(Punjab)

Veer Balidani
Constable

Santosh Kumar
Pandey
92 Bn

07-06-1977 To
18-09-2000

Veer Balidani
Constable/Bugler
Imtiyaz Ahmed

82 Bn
01-07-1976 To
18-09-2000

Veer Balidani
Shri Lal Singh

Yadav
Dy. Comdt.

19 Bn

GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT

NARMADAWATER RESOURCESWATER SUPPLY

& KALPSAR DEPARTMENT

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 18 OF 2025-26

In theNameandbehalfofGovernorofGujaratState,TheExecutiveEngineer,

Ukai Division No.1, Tapi Jal Bhavan, 2nd Floor, Ukai Ta. Songadh Dist.Tapi-

394680 (Phone No.02624-233221) invites online tender forWork as Under.

Sr. Name ofWork 1) Bid Security

No. 2)Tender Fee

1 Underwater upstream surface investigation, 1) Rs.7,68,250/-

Maping, and suitable treatment of defects at 2) Rs.5,000/-

Ukai dan ta.Songadh Di:-Tapi

E-Tendering Schedule

1. Tender Downloading and Uploading Date:18/09/2025 to

Date andTime 17/10/2025 up to 18.00 Hrs.

2. Physical Submission ofTender Tender Documents, E.M.D

Documents date and time and tender fee in original

shall be submiited to the

Executive Engineer, Ukai

Division No.1,2nd Floor,

UkaiTa.Songadh Dist.Tapi

on or before Date:

27/10/2025, 18.00 hrs.by

R.P.A.D./Speed Post/Courier.

3. Date of Opening of P.Q.Bid. Date.18/10/2025, 12.00 hrs.

Superintending Engineer,

Ukai Circle (Civil),

Conference Hall, 2nd Floor,

Tapi Jal Bhavan,Ta.

Songadh Dist.Tapi.

4. Inquiry/Contact Office Address The Executive Engineer,

Ukai Division No.1,2nd Floor,

UkaiTa.Songadh Dist.Tapi-

394680 Phone No.02624-

233221

Any Kind of amendments will be published only on online and will be final and

binding to all for Further details contact to this office during office hours.

DetailedTender Notice can also be seen onwww.statetendrs.gujarat.gov.in

andwww.tender.nprocure.com INF-SURAT-798-2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
Reference: Hon'ble Supreme Court's decision
dated 08/09/2025 in Special Leave Petition No.
26021/2025 and other related petitions.
An advertisement was given in the daily Loksatta and
Indian Express on 09/03/2023 for the recruitment of
Assistant Professors in the Senior Colleges run by
Ahmednagar Jilha Maratha Vidya Prasarak Samaj,
Ahilyanagar. Interviews for the same were conducted
from 7th to 9th July 2023 through the University
Selection Committee at the institution level. In the
reference petitions filed in the Hon'ble Supreme
Court in this regard, the Hon'ble Supreme Court has
disposed of all the petitions by its order dated
08/09/2025 and has ordered to conduct re-interview
of the candidates who appeared for the interview
before the University Selection Committee from 07th
to 09th July 2023 in this recruitment case.
In this regard, the interview letter will be sent to the
concerned candidates by registered post or e-mail as
per that order. Also, the interview schedule and venue
will be published on the website of the organization
(www.ajmvps.in). However, all the concerned
candidates are requested to visit the website from
time to time and attend the interview as per the
interview schedule. All the concerned are requested
to take note of this.
Place: Ahilyanagar Adv. V. D. Athare Patil
Date: 18/09/2025 Secretary

Ahmednagar Jilha Maratha Vidya
Prasarak Samaj, Ahilyanagar

PUNJAB STATE WAREHOUSING CORPORATION
SCO 74-75, BANK SQUARE, SECTOR-17B CHANDIGARH

PBX: 0172-5197847, 5197846

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

PSWC invites online tenders through GeM Portal for creation of 7.40 LMT godown

capacities at 15 locations in the State of Punjab for guaranteed lease of 10 years on

Build, Own and Operate/Lease basis for storage requirements of FCI under two bid

system 'Technical Bid' and 'Financial Bid'.

NIT (alongwith GeM Bid IDs) is available on Department's website i.e. https://pswc.in

PSWC reserves the right to scrap the tender at any stage without assigning any reason

and PSWC will not be held liable for any costs and consequences incurred by the

intending bidders.

Note: Any corrigendum(s)/Notification(s) to this Notice Inviting E-Tender shall be

published Department's website & GeM Portal.

No.3271 Managing Director, PSWC

TENDER NOTICE

Tender Ref. No. CARD/e-2573914/2024, dated. 16.09.2025

Identification of Service Provider for undertaking 1. Hardware Refreshment, Supply of

Consumables, Network and Facility Management Services and 2.Maintenance of Software for

CARD Project at Registration & Stamps Department, Government of Andhra Pradesh.

Bid Calling date: 18.09.2025 Bid closing Date 03.10.2025 at 3.00 P.M.

For further details and to download the complete RFP document,

please visit: https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in

GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH

REGISTRATION AND STAMPS DEPARTMENT

No: 4430PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22, Dt: 17/09/2025

Sd/-

Inspector General

Registration and Stamps, Tadepalli, A.P.

Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

DIPR/5207/Tender/2025

TAMIL NADU GREEN ENERGY CORPORATION LIMITED

Tender
Specification No.

Tender Inviting
Authority

Name of theWork

O.T No.
05/2025-26

CE/NCES

“Engagement of Consultancy Firm for providing Comprehensive
Consultancy works / Service contract for preparing Detailed
Project Report for setting up of “Model Solar Village”, one village
in each District of Tamil Nadu State totally 37 Villages except
Chennai District under “PM_Surya Ghar: Mufti Bijli Yojana”.

For details of works/Procurement/ Due date of submission /Opening/ viewing and downloading of E-Tenders please

visit websites from, www.tenders.tn.gov.in & www.tntenders.tn.gov.in.nicgep/app.
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ARIES(Mar21-Apr2Ć)
Themainpre-
occupationover is
personal creativity.
Youneedto

expressyouruniquetalents,
andyourmainstrategy
shouldbeto lookat theway
thingsweredone inthepast.
You’lluncovercluesas to
whatyoushoulddo in
thepresent.

TAURUS(Apr21-MaĀ21)
Itmaybe irritating
tobetiedtowhat
friendshave in
mind,butyouwill

havetoaccept thatothers’
feelingsmustcomefirst. In
love,youshouldabandon
unrealisticexpectationsof
what romanceshouldor
shouldn’tbeabout.

GEMINI (MaĀ22- June21)
Domestic
relationships
shouldbeworked
at.There’snopoint

inblamingothersbecause
youmaynothavegotyour
way.Thepast is thepastand
the futuremustbetackled
withhopeandcourage.

CANCER(June22- JulĀ23)
Youwillbe
unwilling to
performanytask
whichdoesn’t suit

yourpersonal interests.You
maythereforebeareluctant
employeeunless those in
authorityentrustyouwith
taxingand interesting
responsibilities. It’spartlyup
toyoubutalsouptothem.

LEO(JulĀ24-Aug23)
Homeandfamily
affairsmust take
firstplace inyour
listof priorities.

Takesometimeout to
understandwhathasbeen
troublingrelations, andoffer
themmoral support.You
mightdobest tokeepyour
doubts toyourself.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
If youare
wonderingwhere
all thegood luck
hasgone,holdon

for justa littlewhile longer. It
mightbethatpartnersare
duetohave firstbiteof the
cherry.Andwhileyou’re
makingplans for the future,
understandthat thebest to
comeoutof thepresent time
willbeenhanced
self-knowledge.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Youoften feel
undervalued,
sometimeswith
goodreason.Yet,

nowcouldbethetimetoturn
thetablesonpartnersand
makethemseeyouare tobe
takenseriously, andthatyour
feelingsarewortheverybitas
muchas theirs.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Youarestill in the
drivingseat, soyou
shouldgain from
what isgoingon.

However,when life ismoving
yourway,youshouldmakea
determinedeffort to look
afterotherpeople’s interests
aswell asyourown.Theywill
returnthe favour.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Amysteryof sorts
shouldsoonbe
clearedup,but the
answermay lie

within.Becauseof yourown
preconceptions,youhave
misinterpretedsomeone
else’s intentions.Yourvivid
imaginationmaybetoblame,
rather thancircumstances.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan2Ć)
Agreatdeal
dependsonhow
yougetonwith
otherpeople, even

atwork.Emotional
undercurrentscount for
muchmorethanfacts.Even
inbusiness,partnersseemto
be influencedbytheway
thingsoncewere, rather than
thewaytheyarenow.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
It isnouse
imaginingthat
you’renot
ambitious. If you

givewayto falsehumility, you
willmissoutonamajor
opportunity.Pushyourself
andyoumayopenthewayto
emotional fulfilment,
togetherwithapplause
andacclaim.

PISCES(Feb2Ć-Mar2Ć)
Sometimes it isan
advantagebeinga
dreamer,butnot
always.Your

heart’sdesire liesa longway
off—ordoes it?Onething
youhavetosortout isyour
continual tendencyto
imagine that thegrass is
alwaysgreenersomewhere
else.Try to live in thehereand
nowforonce.
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DifficűlŞƊLeƇelūŅ

IĄŅŞľűcŞiĒĄŅ

TĒŅĒlƇeaSűdĒkűħűƏƏle,

eƇeľƊdigiŞfľĒměŞĒĈ

műŅŞaħħeaľ iĄeachĒfŞhe

ĄiĄeƇeľŞicalcĒlűmĄŅ, iĄ

eachĒfŞheĄiĄehĒľiƏĒĄŞal

ľĒƈŅaĄdiĄeachĒfŞhe
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GiƇeĄ belĒƈaľe fĒűľ jűmbledƈĒľdŅĬ SĒlƇe Şhe jűmbleŅ ŞĒmake ħľĒħeľƈĒľdŅ aĄdmĒƇe

Şhem ŞĒ Şhe ľeŅħecŞiƇe ŅĳűaľeŅ belĒƈĬ SelecŞ Şhe leŞŞeľŅ iĄ Şhe Ņhaded ŅĳűaľeŅ aĄd

jűmble Şhem ŞĒ geŞ Şhe aĄŅƈeľ fĒľ Şhe giƇeĄ ĳűiħĬ

NeƇeľ ſſ, ĄeƇeľ ſſſ, ĄeƇeľ ſſſĬ - JĒhĄWĒĒdeĄ ĩŢ,Ĭ,5Ĭ,5Ī

Solution:REEVE,ALIAS,TOOTLE,CHICLE
Answer:Neverlie,nevercheat,neversteal.-JohnWooden

RVEEE EOOLTT

LAAIS CLICHE

SĒlűŞiĒĄŅ CľĒŅŅƈĒľd5ō8ŢAcľĒŅŅ:ěGeľmaiĄe,5DľaŞ,ĈLĒdge,ěƓTľemble,ěěHeadŅ
ĒľŞailŅ,ěŢAdľifŞ,ě4Affaiľ,ěōBeaŞŞhe cĒűĄŞ,ūƓAĄimaŞe,ūěOűŅel,ūūDľeƈ,ūŢFaiľ
gameDĒƈĄ:ěGĒlf,ūReddeeľ,ŢAheadĒfŅŞeam,4NaŞiĒĄ,œRabbi,ōTľeaŅűľƊ,8SeaŞ
ĒfhĒĄĒűľ,ěūLaľbĒaľd,ě5AmĄeŅia,ěœGeĄeƇa,ě8Alike,ěĈBlűe

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE bƊMichael FľƊ&TLeƈiŅ

CALVIN&HOBBES bƊBillWaŞŞeľŅĒĄ

MARVIN bƊTĒmAľmŅŞľĒĄg

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

ACROSS

1SomerashGerman(7)

5Nothingtoreproveor
harangue(5)

8Cookedbesto’ fare? (5,4)

9Apostscript isabout
spring (3)

1ĆWhatachange in the
weather! (4)

12Poleshowsrenewed
staminaaftermarathon
start (8)

14Followed inapersistent
way(6)

15Didsomewritingwhen
kept in (6)

17Definitecure (8)

18Bedouinof theparables (4)

21 Itmaybesweet toeat -or
not (3)

22Highlysoughtafter
plant (9)

24Suchpeoplewanta lot (5)

25Mongolian languagetobe
translatedsomeday(7)

DOWN

1Hegotstuck in thebath(5)

2She’sabitof amadam(3)

3Departedafterduetime(4)

4Observedpresentandpast
inchild’splay (6)

5Misdemeanoursof
receivers (8)

6He’llbeoutofplace inbar
seat (9)

7BeatupEdward? It’s laid
downbylaw(7)

11Getgaragetoassemble
parts (9)

13Asurrender inamannerof
speaking (8)

14Standupperhaps toreceive
thesweep(7)

16Severalkindsof birds (6)

19Restedwhenabed’s
madeup(5)

2ĆMadeprogressbycrawling
perhaps (4)

23Partof theArcticyoufind
verycold (3)

Jaipur Jaipur



SANDIPG
DUBAI, SEPTEMBERěō

ANHOURandahalfpastthescheduledstart-
ing time, after several hoursof negotiations
–withreportsof apossibleboycottswirling
- the virtual knockout fixture between
PakistanandUAEfinallygotunderwayatthe
Dubai International Stadium.

The dramatic afternoon beganwith the
Pakistan squad staying put at their hotel, as
the International Cricket Council refused to
meetthePCB'sdemandsofremovingmatch
referee Andy Pycroft and setting up an in-
quiryintotheno-handshakerowduringthe
matchagainst IndiaonSunday,whichcame
“without any documents or evidence,” ac-
cording tosources.

Soon,avideoofPycroftsupposedlyapol-
ogising to Pakistan coachMikeHesson and
captain Salman Ali Agha surfaced, even as
current and former board administrators
huddledinLahoreandstartedtalkswithICC
officials.

Just after the Pakistan team departed
fromthehotel to theground, thePCB's offi-
cial media handle tweeted that “ICC's con-
troversial match referee Andy Pycroft has
apologised to the Pakistan cricket team's
manager, coachandcaptain.”

Itread:“AndyPycrofthadprohibitedthe
captains of both teams fromshakinghands
during the India-Pakistanmatch. The PCB
has strongly reacted to Pycroft's actions.
PycroftdescribedtheincidentonSeptember
14 as a result of mis-communication and
apologised. The ICChasexpressed its readi-
ness to investigate a breach of the Code of
Conductduringthematchon14September.”

AccordingtoICCsources,afteradetailed
investigation, they found Pycroft not guilty
“of the handshake not happening.” So he
apologisedonlyforthemis-communication.
Hewasfollowingclearinstructionsfromthe
ACCvenuemanager about thehandshakes.
The PCB's request for an inquiry was shot
downbecausetheydidnotfurnishanycon-
crete proof or document,
orwhatexactlyneededto
be investigated. “ThePCB
has held an international
tournamenthostage,”the
sourcesaid.

So Pycroft continued
toofficiateinthePakistan-
UAEmatch, even though
therewasspeculationthat
he would swap venues
with Richie Richardson,
thematchrefereepresent
inAbuDhabi.

The exchanges be-
tween Pycroft,who allegedly told both cap-
tainstonotshakehands,andAghaduringthe
toss onWednesdaywere rudimentary. The
Pakistanskipperhandedhimtheteamsheet,
which he acknowledged, and did not ex-
changeevenaglance.Agha thenpattedUAE
captainMuhammedWaseemonhis shoul-
der and flicked the coin. Post the toss,which
UAEwon and elected to field, they shook
handsandwalkedtowardsthedressingroom.

BoĀcott averted
For some hours, though, thematchwas

under a thick cloudof doubt. TheUAE team
had checked in the stadium at around 4.3�
pmandbeguntheirwarm-updrills.Pakistan
werenowhere tobeseen, andevenanhour
from the standard toss time, theywere not
at the ground. News filtered in that they
would remain at the hotel, until ICC ad-
dressed theirgrievances.

Rumours of them abstaining from the
UAE game gathered strength. Visuals from
Pakistan broadcast channels showed them
sitting in the lobby, waiting for directions
fromthePCB.

Asminutes tickedby, fanswaited impa-
tiently outside the turnstiles. Some even
headedhome, as the news spread on social

mediaplatforms.Atonepoint,theUAEplay-
ers also roamed uncertainly after their
warm-updrills.

At thesametime,PCBchairmanMohsin
Naqvi and former chairmen Najam Sethi
andRamee}Rajawere locked inan intense
dialogue at their headquarters in Lahore.
The meeting, reportedly, was the catalyst
for the eventual decision to play the game
even though Pycroft remained the match

referee. Naqvi told the
media that a boycott
had not been too far
away.

“If wehad to go for a
boycott, which was a
very big decision - the
primeminister, govern-
mentofficialsand lotsof
other people were also
involved, and we got
their full support. We
weremonitoring the is-
sue,” he said. “We be-
lieve that politics and

sports can’t go together. This is sports, and
let it remainasport. Cricket shouldbesep-
arate fromall this.”

Sethi followed the same line.
“The PCB’s objective has always been

that there should be no politics in sport.
They (India) playedpolitics,wedidn’t.We
demandedanapologyandtheyhavegiven
the apology. Cricket is the winner. The
world will support our stand and you are
all seeing the world’s reaction to India’s
stand,” he said.

Raja said his biggest objection was to
Suryakumar Yadav's statements at the
post-match presentation. During the cer-
emony, which Pakistan did not attend,
Surya dedicated the win to the victims of
thePahalgamterrorattacksandtheir fam-
ilies. He also pointed to the coincidence of
Pycroft officiating a lot of India games.

“The interestingpoint is thatwhenever
I do a game (as commentator and at the
toss),he isapermanent fixture. It feelsone-
sidedtome.Thisshouldnothappen.This is
aneutralplatform. Ihopebetter sensewill
prevail now,” he said. But the handshake
episode and its ramifications might not
have seen the final act yet.

Day of drama, delay and dialogue
PCBfinally relents toplayAsiaCupgameagainstUAE,despiteearlierboycott threat, afterpurportedapology fromPycroft

Prasidh, Khaleel,
Kotian struggle
against Aus A

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHENNAI,SEPTEMBERěō

INDIAABEGANonastrongnoteinresponseto
AustraliaA’smammothtotalof532/6declared
in the first unofficial Test underway in
Lucknow’s Ekana Stadium. After Australia’s

top-order dominated the
proceedingson theopen-
ing day, their lowermid-
dle-order put up another
dominant show with
wicketkeeper Josh
Phillippe scoring an un-
beaten123off just 87de-

liveriesasIndiaAattackstruggledtopenetrate.
In response, India A openers Abhimanyu
EaswaranandNJagadeesanputonan88-run
stand for the firstwicket before the Bengal
batsmanwasdismissedfor44.Jagadeesanwas
unbeaten on 5� with his statemate B Sai
Sudharsangivinghimcompanyon2�asIndia
Areached116for1atstumps.

While India A’s batting line-up has re-
spondedinastrongfashion,theperformance
ofitsbowlerswilldefinitelybeaworryingsign,
particularlyatatimewhenthenationalteam’s
pacebowlingarsenalisthinonoptions.

PrasidhKrishna,whowaspartof India’s
tourtoEngland,enduredanotherlongouting
in the fieldashis16overswent for86runsat
an economy rate of 5.37. On Day 1, when
AustraliaopenersSamKonstasandCampbell
Kellawaygaveabriskstart,Prasidhwasatthe
receivingend.Evenfellowseamer,theleft-arm
KhaleelAhmedwasn’t sparedashewent for
8�runsinhis15oversandhadthelonewicket
of Oliver Peake to show. Apart fromPunjab
seamerGurnoorBrarwhoconceded87in19
oversandaccountedforthewicketofKellaway
andLiamScott, thepacepack failed to cause
anydamage.

Thestorywasnotsodifferentforthespin-
ners, in particularMumbai’s TanushKotian.
Thetalloff-spinner,whowaspartoftheIndia’s
TestsquadinAustralia,wentwicketlessinhis
21oversasheconceded119runsatanecon-
omyof 5.66.Despitebeingan integralpartof
theMumbai squad, the off-spinner still re-
mainsawork inprogressandfar fromtaking
over thespot leftvacantbyRAshwin.During
thelastdomesticseasonhehad36wicketsto
showatanaverageof22.91,whichwashisbest
sofar.Apartfrommakinghandycontributions
with the bat, Kotian even struggled in the
Duleep Trophy outing, where hewent for
1/13� inWest Zone’s semi-final defeat to
Central Zone earlier thismonth.With Tamil
Nadu’sRSaiKishoreinjured,theselectorshad
namedKotian andVidarbha’sHarshDubey
alongsidethehighly-ratedManavSutharwho
iswarmingthebenchhere.

AfterAustraliaopenersputon198for the
firstwicket,itwasleft-armspinnerDubeywho
causedaslightwobbleaccountingforcaptain
NathanMcSweeneyandKonstas.Healso re-
moved thewell set CooperConnolly (7�) to-
wardstheendof theDay1.

DaythreewillprovideasterntestforIndia’s
strongbattingline-up.AlthoughIndiaseemed
tohaveidentifiedthemake-upoftheirbatting
coreinEngland,thatthelikesofSaiSudharsan
andKarunNairhaven’tsealedtheirspotgives
spaceforothersincontention.Afterbeingleft
outof theDuleepTrophysquadby theSouth
Zoneselectors,SaiSudharsanhasanopportu-
nity tosendastrongreminder thathe ishere
to stay. Easwaran,whohas beenperennially
warmingthebench,wouldruethebigoppor-
tunity hehasmissed as his 44 is unlikely to
changetheperceptionaroundhim.

ApartfromJagadeesanandSaiSudharsan,
IndiaAhaveShreyasIyer,DevduttPadikkaland
DhruvJurelintheirranks.Apartfromoff-spin-
ner Todd Murphy who was part of the
Australiannational set-upwhen theyplayed
aTestseriesonIndiansoilin2�23,onlyseamer
XavierBartletthasaninternationalcap.

BRIEFSCORES:AustraliaA532for6dec (J
Philippe 123 n.o, S Konstas 1�9; H Dubey
3/141)vsIndiaA116/1(NJagadeesan5�n.o)

Meet Andy Pycroft, the
match referee under fire
SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBERěō

ANDYPYCROFTisthematchrefereeunderfire
rightnow for the events thatunfolded in the
Asia Cup gamebetween India andPakistan.
Pycroft has officiated over 1��Testmatches
since2��9,andisthefourth-mostexperienced
matchreferee.Andhehashadhisshareofcon-
troversialmatches thathehaspresidedover.
Herearesomeof theincidents.

INCIDENT:Ball tampering Test between
AustraliaandSouthAfricain2Ć18

AndyPycroftwas thematch refereedur-
ingAustralia’sinfamousSandpaper-gateTestin
CapeTownagainstSouthAfrica.ItwasPycroft
whohandedAustralia’scaptainSteveSmitha
one-Test ban anda fine of 1��percent of his
matchfee.HealsofinedCameronBancroft75%
ofmatch fee and three demerit points. The
camerashad caughtBancroftwith apieceof
sandpaperthathewasapplyingontheballto
tamper it. It led to a furore inAustraliawith
CricketAustraliaeventuallybanningSmithand
DavidWarner for 12months,while Bancroft
washandedanine-monthsuspension.

INCIDENT:ViratKohli shoulder bargeon
SamKonstas2Ć24

He was the match referee during the
Boxing Day Test in December between
Australia and India. It’s the gamewhenVirat
Kohlishoulder-bargedSamKonstasandasec-
tionof Australianmedia, formerplayers and
fansweremiffedthatPycroftdidn’thandKohli
aone-Testban.Butitwasbecauseofadevelop-
ment post Sandpaper-gate that had led to
PycroftchargingKohliwithalevel-oneoffence
for“inappropriatephysicalcontact”.

JustaftertheballtamperingscandalTest,a
raft of changesweremade to the game, and
oneofthemwasaboutphysicalcontact.Until
then,itwasanautomaticlevel-2offencewhich
comeswith a possibility of a ban. But now
level-onewas the only option available to

Pycroftasthatwaschangedinthemonthsaf-
ter the Cape TownTest. The authorities had
placed heavier penalties for ball tampering
post that incident, but also introduced lesser
charges for physical contact. So Pycroftwas
right, playing according to the rules to slap a
lightpunishmentonKohli.

INCIDENT: Jos Buttler after his foul-
mouthedabuseatPhilanderin2Ć2Ć

Pycroftwas thematch referee during a
game between England and South Africa,
when JosButtler,whowas thewicketkeeper,
abused the SouthAfricanVernonPhilander,
withwords like F****** Knobhead” and such
used,andcouldbeheardonstumpmike.But
Pycroftpresentsaninterestingtwist.

“Myjobistobethejudgeofanysituation.
It’s the umpireswhomake the reports. The
thirdumpirewasnexttomeintheroom,right
nexttothemonitorbuthecouldn’thearwhat
wassaideventhoughButtlerwasrightbehind
the stumps and therewas a stumpmicro-
phonethere.Theplayersallknowthatifthere
is any swearword that comes through that
mic,particularlyif thereisacapitalFandcap-
italC,theywouldbecoded,andyouwillloseat
least 15%of your fee. Buttler is right behind
there, giving him grief butwe don’t know
what’sbeingsaid.

“Nextmorning I get amail from the ICC
office, ‘whatyougoing todoabout this’ and
I go ‘what you talking about?’. To cut a long
story short, even thoughwe couldn’t hear
anything, it had to come over on TV and I
don’t knowwhy therewas a difference be-
tweenwhat cameover fromthestumpmic
tous, andwhatwent toTV.

“There is an explanation, but it’s quite
technical. Itwasalloversocialmedia,bythe
time I saw it for the first time, thosewords
were audible and thosewordsweren’t the
ones you don’t want to be publicisingwith
kidshearing.Sowehadtograbtheumpires,
and told them we need to take action.
Sometimesyoudon’tknowwhatishappen-
ingat themoment.”

WRESTLINGWORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

SalmanAliAghasharesteamlistwithmatchrefereeAndĀPĀcroftbeforetheAsiaCupmatchbetweenPakistanandUAE.AP

(From left)NajamSethi, PCB
chiefMohsinNaqvi and
RameeĄRaja. AP

Bruised, bloodied Antim fights but can’t beat Paris medallist Yepez
MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBERěō

ANTIMPANGHAL’S day startedwith a facile
23-second takedownof Carla JaumeSoler. It
endedwithblood-smearedlips,atingeofred
glintingonher teeth and fightingback tears.
The 21-year-old lay onher back, breathless
fromanalmightybattle.Sheleftthematshat-
teredthe last timeshewasonwrestling’sbig
stage,attheOlympics.Andsheleftthematdis-
traught onher return to thebig stage, at the
WorldChampionships.

Therewasonedifference,though.Fighting
foraspotinthe53kgcategoryfinal,theyoung
Indian left it all on themat. She repeatedly
claspedher opponent’s ankles, grippedher
hips and tried to roll, counter-attacked and
even tried toover-powerher. ButAntimwas
upagainstoneofthefinestwrestlerscurrently
inthe53kg,LuciaYepe}ofEcuador.TheParis
Olympicssilvermedallist’sexplosivestyleand
a rock-soliddefence,whichmakeheracom-
pletepackage,havetroubledeventhemighty
Japanese.

Antimdoesn’tyetinspirethesamelevelof
trepidationonheropponentsastheJapanese.
But the previous World Championship’s

bron}emedallist is nopushover. Yet, Yepe}’s
ferocity seemed tohave takenAntimby sur-
prise.

Shelearntitthehardwayalittlemorethan
aminuteintothebout.Antimtriedtouseher
upper-body strength to throwYepe} on the
mat. But theEcuadorianwrestler turnedher
defence into attack by executing a stunning
fireman’scarry,liftingAntimoverherheadand
slammingher on themat, for a four-pointer.
Thejudgegavethemovetwopoints,however,
the referee on themat overruled it andgave
four; the Indian corner consideredanappeal
buteventuallydidnot.

Thosetwopointseventuallyturnedoutto
bethedifferenceasAntim,whotriedtostage
alatecomeback,lost5-3inthesemifinals.She
still has onemore shot at apodiumfinishon
Thursday.

Wednesday’s loss, though, will rankle
Antim.

Thetwo-timejuniorworldchampionhas
atell.Anearly takedowninher firstbout, fol-
lowedbyaquickwin,isusuallyasignthatshe’s
in themood. “She is a ‘confidence’wrestler.
When shebeginswell, she feels good about
herself and settles into a rhythmsmoothly,”
SiyanandDahiya,Antim’scoach,hadsaid.

Antimneededonlyfivesecondstogethold

oftheankleofherfirstopponent.Spain’sSoler.
Shecaughtitwithoneswiftmoveandneverlet
it go.A takedownandfour leg lacesmade for
aneasy1�-�wininonly23seconds.

Ifthefirstboutdemonstratedherruthless-
ness, Antim showeda stomach for a fight in

thesecond.
HerquarterfinalagainstChina’s JinZhang

mayhaveappearedstraightforwardonpaper.
Onmat, itwasanythingbut.

Antimappearedtobecruisingalongatone
stage,recordingthreetakedownstoracetoa6-

�lead.Dahiyahadrevealedtheworktheyhad
putinatthecamptoaddvarietytoAntim’sat-
tacks.Shedisplayedsomeofthevariationsby
usingher strength to snap tobringZhangon
herhandsandthenmadeaquicktransitionto
gobehindforatwo-pointtakedown.Shethen
usedherpowertoforcetwomoretakedowns
andracetoa6-�lead.

At thatpoint, the Indian looked tobe in
completecontrolof thetie.But theChinese
teenager,withhercrippling lacesandven-
omous leg attacks, staged a remarkable
comeback. She caught Antim off guard to
score her first twopoints. Then, in a series
of franticmoves, sheexecuteda takedown
and two leg laces to overturn her deficit

and take an 8-6 lead.
Antimimmediatelypulledonepointback

withareversal,whensheaccidentallygothit
onthemouthandstartedbleeding,leadingto
abrief stoppage.Withonlythreesecondsleft
ontheclock,AntimgrippedZhangbythechest
andmustered all the strength she could to
score a two-point takedown towin thebout
9-8andsetupasemifinalwithYepe}.

In the last-four encounter, Antimneeded
tomake a similar comeback after going 4-�
down in just aminute and ahalf. She got on
the boardwith a reversal to bring down the
deficittothreepoints.ButYepe}’sstyledidnot
allowAntimtosettleintothebouteasily.

Yepe} constantlymovedaround themat
incircles,nevergivingAntimthetimeandthe
opportunity toattackher legs. As shecircled,
Yepe} simultaneously used her hands to
thwart any attacking attempt. Dictating the
paceof thebout, shereadnearlyeveryattack
Antim tried andblocked it before it couldbe
properlyexecuted.

Like the quarterfinal, Antimmanaged to
getatwo-pointtakedownwiththreeseconds
remaining.Unlikethatbout,however, itwas-
n’tenoughforaplaceinthefinal.Andshe’llre-
turnonThursdayagain,eyeingasecondcon-
secutiveWorldChampionshipbron}e.

AntimPanghalwill fight forabronĄemedalat the2Ć25WorldsonThursdaĀ.UWW

Fightingforaspot inthe53kg

categorĀfinal, the Indianleft it

allonthemat.SherepeatedlĀ

claspedheropponent’sankles,

grippedherhipsandtriedto

roll, counter-attackedandeven

triedtoover-powerher.

ėŉ
THEINDIANEXPRESS,THURSDAY,SEPTEMBERě8,ūƓū5

SPORT

WWWĬINDIANEXPRESSĬCOM

PLAYING TODAY

■Aęia Cĭp CĔickeĥ: SĔi Lanka Ĵę AfghanięĥanĜ 8 PMĜ
LiĴe on Sonķ SpoĔĥę NeĥĵoĔk

4.3ĆPM:Pakistanremainat their
hotel, refusingtotravel.Rumours
ofwithdrawalswirl.

5.3ĆPM:VideosurfacesofAndĀ
PĀcroft supposedlĀapologisingto
MikeHessonandSalmanAli
Agha.

5.45PM:PCBchiefMohsinNaqvi
tweets thatPakistanare leaving
for thestadium

6.3ĆPM:Pakistanreachthe
stadium.

6.45-7.ĆĆPM:Naqvi,NajamSethi
andRameeĄRajaaddresspress
conference inLahore

7.ĆĆPM:Pakistancomefor toss,
withAndĀPĀcroft in tow

7.3ĆPM:matchbegins
*Local time

HOW ITUNFOLDED

BOYCOTTWOULDHAVE
BEENABIGDECISION: NAQVI

Thedramaticafternoon

beganwiththePakistan

squadstaĀingputattheir

hotel,astheICCrefusedto

meetthePCB'sdemandsof

removingAndĀPĀcroftand

settingupaninquirĀinto

theno-handshakerow.

Afterhecticnegotiationsovertheno-
handshakecontroversĀinSundaĀ's
India-PakistanAsiaCupmatchafter
whichPakistandemandedanapologĀ
frommatchrefereeAndĀPĀcroft,the
countrĀ’stopcricketingbrass
addressedapressconference.

ĶWehadĒbjecŞiĒĄŅabĒűŞŞhe
ľĒleĒf ŞhemaŞchľefeľee
ĩPƊcľĒfŞĪĬJűŅŞaŅhĒľŞƈhile
back, ŞhemaŞchľefeľeehada
cĒĄƇeľŅaŞiĒĄƈiŞhŞheŞeam
cĒach,caħŞaiĄaĄdmaĄageľĬHe
ŅaidŞhaŞŞhiŅ iĄcideĄŞĩĄĒ
haĄdŅhakeŅĪŅhĒűldĄĒŞhaƇe
haħħeĄedĬWehadalŅĒ
ľeĳűeŅŞedŞhe ICCeaľlieľ ŞĒŅeŞ
űħaĄ iĄĳűiľƊĒĄŞhecĒde
ƇiĒlaŞiĒĄdűľiĄgŞhemaŞchĬWe
belieƇeŞhaŞħĒliŞicŅaĄdŅħĒľŞŅ
caĄĻŞgĒŞĒgeŞheľĬ IfƈehadŞĒ
gĒfĒľabĒƊcĒŞŞ,ƈhichƈaŅa
ƇeľƊbigdeciŅiĒĄ—Şheħľime
miĄiŅŞeľ,gĒƇeľĄmeĄŞĒfficialŅ
aĄd lĒŞŅĒfĒŞheľħeĒħleƈeľe
alŅĒ iĄƇĒlƇed,aĄdƈegĒŞŞheiľ
fűll ŅűħħĒľŞĬĹ
MOHSINNAQVI,PCBCHAIRMAN

‘BIGGESTOBJECTIONWAS

ABOUTSURYA'S COMMENTS'

I amhaħħƊŞhaŞƈehaƇeĄĻŞ
ŞakeĄaĄemĒŞiĒĄaldeciŅiĒĄĬ
MƊbiggeŅŞĒbjecŞiĒĄƈaŅƈhaŞ
ƈaŅŅaid iĄŞheħĒŅŞ-maŞch
ħľeŅeĄŞaŞiĒĄĩbƊ IĄdiaĄcaħŞaiĄ
SűľƊakűmaľYadaƇĪĬThaŞ
ediŞĒľialƈaŅŞhecľiŞicalħĒiĄŞĬ
IfaĄaħĒlĒgƊĩfľĒmŞhemaŞch
ľefeľeeĪhaŅcĒmeaĄd iŞhaŅ
cĒme, iŞĻŅgĒĒdaŅcľickeŞĬĬĬĹ
RAMEEZRAJA,FORMERPCBCHAIRMAN

Jaipur Jaipur
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KYLIANMBAPPÉ converted two penalties
and1�-manRealMadrid cameback tobeat
visitingMarseille 2-1 on the opening night
of theChampionsLeague.

The victorymeant that 15-time cham-
pionMadrid became the first team in com-
petitionhistory—sincetherebrandinginthe
early199�s—toreach2��wins.

AnditgaveformerMadridplayingstand-
out Xabi Alonso a victory in his Champions
Leaguedebutas theclub's coach.

TimothyWeah put visiting Marseille
aheadearlyonbutMbappéstruckbackfrom
thepenalty spot in the29thand81st.

The first penalty came after a foul on
Rodrygo and the second for a handball by a
defender. Mbappé now has 5� goals in 64
matcheswithMadrid.

“We are happy that he keeps scoring
goals andhasbeen feelingmore andmore
comfortable,”Madridmidfielder Federico
Valverde saidof theFrance star. “Our job is
tomake sure the ball gets to him and that
hecanhaveevenmorescoringopportuni-
ties thanhe ishavingnow.”Madridcaptain
Dani Carvajal was sent off in the 72nd for
headbutting Marseille goalkeeper
GeronimoRulli.

Weah—aUnitedStatesinternationaland
thesonof formerBallond'OrwinnerGeorge
Weah—was set up byMasonGreenwood,
whostrippedMadrid'sArdaGulernearmid-
field. Trent Alexander-Arnold's Champions
LeaguedebutforMadridlastedonlyfivemin-
utes. The Englanddefenderwas replaced by
Carvajalbecauseofanapparentmuscleinjury.

Spanish police clashed withMarseille
fansbefore thematchbut the situationwas
controlledquickly.

Anearlyowngoal fromgoalkeeperLui}
Junior gave Tottenhama 1-�win over vis-
itingVillarreal.

Borussia Dortmund and Juventus drew
4-4 in Turin. Juventus substitute Dusan

Vlahovic scored one goal in stoppage time
andthensetuptheequali}erforEnglishde-
fenderLloydKelly.

In the second seasonof thenew league-
phase format, the top eight teams advance
totheroundof16.Thenext16teamsentera
two-legplayoff,witheightadvancing.

Subs earn Arsenal 2-Ćwin
Reuters adds: Arsenal began their

ChampionsLeaguecampaignwitha2-�win
away to Athletic Bilbao on Tuesday, with
GabrielMartinellimakinganimmediateim-
pactfromthebenchtoopenthescoringand
another substitute, Leandro Trossard, net-
ting thesecond.

MikelArteta'sside,beatenatthesemi-fi-
nal stage last season by eventual winners
ParisStGermain,werethebetterteamonthe
night,butlabouredtoputawayAthleticwho
werebackedbyaboisterousSanMamessta-
dium,untilthesubstitutesarrived.Martinelli
replaced Eberechi E}e in the 71st minute,
with Arsenal struggling to find a break-
throughdespite creatingplenty of chances,
andthesubstitutenettedanimpressivesolo
goalafter less thanaminuteonthepitch.

The Bra}ilian forward was sent racing
through on goal after a flicked pass from
Trossard,andthetwocombinedagainthree
minutesfromtime,withMartinelli'spullback
fromthebyline finishedoff byTrossard.

KĀlianMbappeconvertedfromthe
penaltĀspot twiceonWednesdaĀ. AP

SaŞƈik-ChiľageĄŞeľ
laŅŞěœaŞChiĄaō5Ɠ

ShenĄen:SatwiksairajRankireddyand
ChiragShettyenteredthemen'sdou-
blespre-quarterfinalswithastraight-
gamewinbutIndia'schallengeinthe
men's singles competition ended
withLakshyaSen'sfirst-roundouster
from the ChinaMasters badminton
tournament here on Wednesday.
SatwikandChirag,whofinishedrun-
ners-up in last week's Hong Kong
Open,ekedouta24-2221-13victory
overMalaysia's Junaidi Arif and Roy
KingYapin42minutes,keepingtheir
all-win head-to-head record against
them intact. However, Lakshya, who
alsofinishedsecondlastweek,lost11-
211�-21toTomaJuniorPopovina3�-
minute contest to bring the curtains
down on India's men's singles chal-
lengeafterAyushShetty'sdefeatinhis
openingmatch. PTI

HĒƇlaĄd,LĒƈľƊŞĒ
feaŞűľeaŞIĄdiaCĻŅhiħ
New Delhi: Ryder Cup stars Viktor
HovlandandShaneLowrywillfeature
in the USD 4million DPWorld India
Championship, scheduled to be held
attheDelhiGolfClubfromOctober16
to19.Theywill joinastrongfieldthat
includes world No. 2 RoryMcIlroy,
Tommy Fleetwood and home
favourite Shubhankar Sharma. The
tournament carries the largest pri}e
purse for a DPWorld Tour event in
India.MajorwinnerLowry,wholifted
theClaretJugatRoyalPortrushin2�19,
will be returning toDelhi for the first
timesincethe2�1�AvanthaMasters.
Lowrywillmakehisthirdconsecutive
Ryder Cup appearance nextweek, as
TeamEuropeaimtodefendthetrophy
theywoninRometwoyearsago. PTI

EighŞIĄdiaĄŅĳűalifƊ
fĒľ ISSFWCFiĄal
NewDelhi: Eight Indian shooters, in-
cluding double Olympic medalist
Manu Bhaker, have secured their
places in the season-ending ISSF
WorldCupFinalscheduledtobeheld
inDoha,Qatar, fromDecember4to9.
Bhaker is the only Indian shooter to
havemadethecutintwoevents--the
women's 1�m air pistol and the
women's 25m pistol -- for the ISSF
showpiecewhichdeterminesthesea-
son'sbestshooterineachofthe12in-
dividual Olympic events. India will
haverepresentationinfiveofthose12
events. Teenager Suruchi Singh,who
dominatedthewomen's1�mairpis-
tol with three back-to-back gold
medals in Buenos Aires, Lima, and
Munich, not only qualified for Doha
but also secured theNo1 rank in the
world inwomen'sairpistol. PTI

Fě:McLaľeĄhĒħiĄg
ŞĒŅealŞiŞle iĄBakű
Baku: Formula One fans know to ex-
pecttheunexpectedbutitwouldstill
bequiteasurpriseshouldMcLarenfail
to secure the constructors' title in
A}erbaijanthisweekendwithanun-
precedented seven rounds to spare.
Thereigningchampionshavewon12
of 16 races so far this season, with
seven one-two finishes, and are re-
turning to a Baku city circuit where
current leader Oscar Piastri sped to
victory last year. A one-two result
would clinch a 1�th constructors'
crown for McLaren, and second in
succession, but so toowouldbeating
closest rivals Ferrari by nine points,
providingMercedesorRedBulldonot
winbig. REUTERS

BRIEFLY

EaŁƆ fĎĺNeeĺaj bŭŚ ĺiƃalŁ ŁeĀdƄaĺĀiĀgŁhĎŚŁ
Worldchampneededonlyonethrowtoenter finalbutothers, includingOlympicchampNadeem,provetheyareready forbattle

NIHALKOSHIE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBERěō

IT'SHARDtotellhowthemen's javelin final
will play out on Thursday but there were
forewarningsduringthequalificationthatit
won't be a bree}e for defending champion
Neeraj Chopra at the World Athletics
Championships. The 27-year-oldwearing a
lumbar supportbelt didn't breaka sweat as
he sent the javelinover theautomatic qual-
ificationmarkof84.5�metresinhisveryfirst
throw. There is precedent to Chopra sailing
through in qualification— at twoOlympics
andtwoWorldChampionships.

All 12 throwers in the final will start
afresh but it's worth looking at how some
of his challengers did during qualification.
Those who needed more than one throw
eitherwent big or had to dig deep tomake
the cut. But the big names showed they
were ready for battle in the final even
thoughnot at their best.

Of the sevenwhocrossed theautomatic
qualificationmark, only Chopra and 2�15
World Champion Julius Yego did it in their
first throw of the evening. The 36-year-old
Yego, now in thewinter of his career, pro-
ducedaseasonbestof85.96metresinGroup
B.Chopra, the first to throwinGroupA, reg-
istered 84.85metres. Getting his technique
rightwill be key for Chopra at the National
StadiuminTokyo, the samevenueatwhich
hewonhis historic Olympic gold. "I amnot
happywithmy technique tonight but it got
the jobdone,"ChoprasaidonWednesday.

Sachin Yadavwill be the second Indian
representativeinthefinalwith83.67metres.

Pakistan's Olympic Champion Arshad
Nadeem too struggled but found a way.
Following injury and surgery, Nadeempar-
ticipatedinonlyonecompetitionthisseason
beforeWednesday. Known to be a thrower
whoreliesonpower,Nadeemcangofromav-
erage to astonishing in a short span of time.
He started off with twomediocremarks;
76.99metresand74.17m,inGroupB.Thepos-
sibilityoftheOlympicchampionnotbeingin
the finalwas real. Hehadonly onemore at-
tempt. Nadeem levelled upwith an all or
nothingthrow,with85.28metreshebooked
hisplaceinthefinal.WhichNadeemwillturn
upforthefinalisanyone'sguess—anunder-
cooked version or the mighty one who
stunned theworldwith a first round throw
of92.97metresattheParisOlympicslastyear
to leaveeveryone inhiswake.

Acalf surgerywasasetback forNadeem
andheadmittedhewasunsureof thelength
ofhisrun-up."Ihadsurgerytwomonthsago
becauseof a calf injury. Iwas abit confused
abouthowmuchofarun-uptotake,soIwas
just setting itup.Thankfully Iqualifiedwith
the third attempt. I knew I had to take a
longer run-up. If I can get a good run-up, I
will havemy throw.Anything canhappen,"
Nadeemsaid.

The world's best in terms of distance
Germany's JulianWeber didn't have a great
start.Oncehereleasedthejavelin,heturned
around and looked at the runway. Just
82.29metres.Weber, the Diamond League
Final winner, has not won a World
Championship or Olympicmedal but three
9�-metrethrowsthisseasonmakeshimafa-
vorite this time.Weber, however, bounced
back froma poor start. He improved nearly
sixmetrestoregister87.21metresinthesec-
ond round to join Chopra as an automatic
qualifierinthefinalfromGroupA.Weberwas
relaxedandcheerful,evenlookingatthecam-
eratosay'seeyoutomorrow'.Weberwasun-
der theweatherbeforethequalification.

"Ihavehadagreatseasonimprovingmy
personal best and winning the Diamond
League final. Unfortunately, I was a bit sick
hereinTokyoalthoughIfeelmuchbetterto-
dayandamhappytomakethefinal.Iworked
foralongtimewithoutbeinginjuredandI've

done a huge job to improvemy technique,"
Weber said.

Jakub Vadlejch, the three-timeWorld
ChampionshipmedalistandTokyoOlympics
silvermedalist, didn'thave thebestday. He
was clearly unhappywith how things un-
foldedforhimduringqualification.Hedidn't
takehisthirdthrowbut84.11metresallowed
him to sneak in — 11th out of the 12 who
qualifiedforthefinal.Vadlejch,likeNadeem,
has had injury issues, a ruptured knee ten-
don limitinghisappearances thisyear.

Butashasbeenthecaseinpreviousma-
jorevents,Grenada'sAndersonPeterscould
be the one to watch out for, along with
Weber and Nadeem. The former two-time
World Champion fromGrenada surprised
himself with a throwof 89.53m in the sec-
ond round to storm into the final. He
thumped his chest after topping qualifica-
tion. "Theplanwas to qualifywith just one
throw and be donewith it. Unfortunately,
my first throwwas six centimetres short of
abigQ, so Iwas forced todoa secondone. I
didn't feel I had to do it but I did not expect
tobethrowing89metresrightnow,"Peters
said. He had laid down the marker, but
everyonestartsfromscratchinthefinal.Like
Nadeemsaid 'anything canhappen'.

NeerajChopradidn'tbreakasweatashesent the javelinover theautomaticqualificationmarkof84.5Ćm AP

AQUARTERofacenturyafterwaving
JoseMourinhooutofthedoor,Benfica
looktohavefinallycoaxedthe'Special
One'back—gamblingthatthesorcery
whichlitupPortoandda}}ledEurope
cannowbesummonedinLisbonred.
FewrecallthatbeforePortoacclaimed
him,Mourinho'sfirstmanagerialbap-
tismcameatBenficaback in2��� in
atumultuous three-monthstint that
endedwithfanschantinghisnameas
he walked away. Now, at 62, the
prodigalsonissettoreturntoLisbon,
Portuguese TV station RTP reported
onWednesday,amidst thewreckage
of a 3-2 home collapse against
A}erbaijansideQarabag. REUTERS

Mourinho returns
to first club Benfica
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Nader claims shockmen’s 1500m gold
REUTERS
TOKYO,SEPTEMBERěō

PORTUGAL'S ISAACNaderwasashockwin-
nerof theworld1,5��metres titlewhenhe
thrillinglyout-dippedBritonJakeWightman
on the line after defending champion and
race favourite Josh Kerr suffered an injury
mid-raceonWednesday.

Wightman, who has suffered terribly
frominjuriesafterwinningthetitle in2�22,
lookedset forvictory inacharge for the line
buttheraceprovedametretoolongforhim
asNadersnatcheditbytwohundredthsofa
second in3minutes34.1�seconds.

Wightman took silver in 3:34.12 -
Britain's firstmedal of the championships -
withKenya's21-year-oldReynoldCheruiyot
edging compatriot and namesake Timothy
forbron}e in3:34.25.

With the last two Olympic champions
Jakob Ingebrigtsen and Cole Hocker absent
– theNorwegian goingout in theheats and
theAmericandisqualifiedafterhissemi-final
- it looked an open race, but with Kerr the
strong favourite.

Oncehedroppedbackmidwaythrough,
however,itwasanyone's.Wightmanwasthe
one to take it on in the final lap and, as the
chasers closed on him 5�metres out, the
Britonseemedtofindasecondwindtohold
themoff. Nader, however, floatedwide and
keptdriving,timinghislungeforthelineper-
fectly for the biggest night of his life after a
previous European Indoor Championships
bron}e. "It's ama}ing," he said. "Forme it's
beautiful. I'msoproud."

Wightman,whose father Geoff was the
stadium announcer on amemorably emo-
tionalnightwhenhewonthetitleinEugene,
said: "This silver is agold formeand Iamso
relieved. I still had something inme. I knew
Iwas gong to run to try andwin today and
whateverhappened Iwouldbehappy."

"Whenyougetthatcloseyoucannothelp
but think, 'What if I had donemore?' But I
left everything out there. It has been a few
bleak years so making this teamwas the
main thing and I have made some big
changes in my life this year and I want to
thankmynewcoaching teamandmydad.

"Iamsohappythatallthepersistencehas
beenworth it."Kerrmissedout agonisingly
toHockerinParisbutappearedtopullamus-
clemid-racehereandjoggedinhalfaminute
adrift, before hauling his teammate off the
ground afterWightman had crashed to the
trackonthe line.

Moon vaults to historĀ
American KatieMoon became the first

womantowinathirdconsecutiveworldpole
vault title onWednesdaywhen she cleared
aseason'sbest4.9�metrestoedgeoutcom-
patriotSandiMorris.

The 34-year-oldMoonwon gold at the
TokyoOlympicsinthesameNationalStadium
venuein2�21.Morris, theRioOlympicsilver
medallistfrom2�16,collectedafourthworld
silver after clearing 4.85m,while Slovenia's
TinaSutej tookbron}ewith4.8�m.

Thecontestforgoldlookedtobebetween
MoonandMorris from the early stages, the
two Americans being alone in clearing the
first threeheights up to4.75mon their first
attempts.Only twoothers in the fieldeven-
tually cleared it.

Morris, 33, gave Moon a run for her
money in the absence of Australian Nina
Kennedy, the Paris Olympic goldmedallist
who had pulled out days before theworlds
due to a leg injury. Kennedyhad shared the
lastworldchampionshipgoldwithMoonin
Budapest.

Gout reaches semis on debut
AustralianteenagerGoutGoutsaidhefelt

rightathomeinhisfirstsenioroutingonthe
global stage after clocking 2�.33 seconds to
finish third in his 2�� metres heat on
Wednesdayandqualifyfortheworldcham-
pionshipsemi-finals.

The17-year-oldhasattractedworldwide
attention and earned comparisons to
Jamaican sprinting great Usain Bolt since
breakinghis country's long-standing2��m
recordandrunningastringof fasttimesover
the last year.With Bolt watching from the
stands on another night of suffocating hu-
midityinTokyo,Goutgotawaytoarelatively
slowstartinlaneeightbutsoonhadhislong
legsmovingand foughthisway to the front
of the fieldbefore thesecondbend.

"It feels pretty good," Gout, perspiration
pouringdownhis face, told reporters in the
bowels of the National Stadium. "It's great
experience forme, running against the big
dogsisgreat. It'sgreattobeouthereandI'm
just excited formore. I'm just happy to be
hereandcan'twait for thesemi."

Portugal’s IsaacNader (L)out-dipped
Britain’s JakeWightman(R)onthe
finish lineof themen’s15ĆĆmrace. AP

Mbappe leadsMadrid towin onUCLopening night

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SEPTEMBERěō

AFTER A comprehensive defeat in the first
ODI,theIndianwomen’steambouncedback
in great style, as Australia went down by a
massive1�2runs, theirheaviestdefeatever,
inMullanpuronWednesday.

ThewinwassetupbySmritiMandhana's
117off91balls–thesecond-fastesthundred
byan Indianwoman inODIs– that tookher
team to 292, their highest total against the
seven-timeWorld Cupwinners. They then
bowledtheAussiesoutfor19�in4�.5overs,
withKrantiGoudtakingthreewicketsfor28
runs. The decider in the three-match series
will beplayed inNewDelhionSaturday.

Australiawereputincheckfromthestart
oftheirchaseandwererestrictedtojust25/2
afterthe1�overs,andneverrecoveredthere-
after. Apart fromAnnabel Sutherland (45)
andEllsysePerry(44),hardlyanyoftheirbat-
tersmadean impression.

Other than Goud, off-spinner Deepti
Sharmadidherbitby taking twowickets to
ensure the Australians never got into the
match. Aswas the case in the first ODI, the
Indiansdroppedalotofcatches,buttheycre-
atedenoughchances todismiss thevisitors

cheaply.
“We are happy that we played good

cricket today,” skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
said. “We talk about keeping things simple
andclear,that'sgivingusbreakthroughs,we
wanttokeepdoingthatagainandagain.We
got theruns fromSmriti, othersdidn't score
runsbutwewereable toget close to3��.”
Brief Scores: India-W 292 all out in 49.5
overs(Mandhana117,Deepti4�;Brown3/42)
beatAustralia-W 19� all out in 4�.5 overs
(Sutherland45;Goud3/28)by1�2runs.

SmritiMandhanahit117from91balls
inIndia’s1Ć2-runvictorĀ.KamleshwarSingh

India inflict biggest defeat
on Aussies to level series

WORLDATHLETICSCHAMPIONSHIPS

INDIANSON DAY5

Men’s2ĆĆm

ANIMESHKUJUR
PĒŅiŞiĒĄ: 4ūĩElimiĄaŞedĪ TimiĄg:ūƓ:ōō

Men’s JavelinThrow

NEERAJCHOPRA
PĒŅiŞiĒĄ: œĩQĪ BeŅŞ ŞhľĒƈ: 84Ĭ85m

SACHINYADAV
PĒŅiŞiĒĄ: ěƓĩQĪ BeŅŞ ŞhľĒƈ: 84Ĭ85m

ROHITYADAV
PĒŅiŞiĒĄ: ū8ĩEĪ BeŅŞ ŞhľĒƈ: ōōĬ8ěm

YASHVIRSINGH
PĒŅiŞiĒĄ: ŢƓĩEĪ BeŅŞ ŞhľĒƈ: ōōĬ5ěm

STARTLIST

NAMEĩCĒűĄŞľƊĪ PB SB

4ĬNChĒħľa ĩIĄdĪ ĈƓĬūŢ ĈƓĬūŢ

5ĬJYegĒĩKeĄĪ ĈūĬōū 85ĬĈœ

œĬCThĒmħŅĒĄĩUSAĪ 8ōĬōœ 8ōĬōœ

ōĬCMcCeĄŞƊľeĩAűŅĪ 8ŢĬƓŢ 8ŢĬƓŢ

8ĬDWegĄeľĩPĒlĪ 85Ĭœō 85Ĭœō

ĈĬSYadaƇĩIĄdĪ 85Ĭěœ 85Ĭěœ

ěƓĬRPaŞhiľageĩSľiĪ 8œĬ5Ɠ 8œĬ5Ɠ

ěěĬJVadlejchĩCƏeĪ ĈƓĬ88 84Ĭěě

ěūĬKWalcĒŞŞĩTŞĒĪ ĈƓĬěœ 8œĬŢƓ

ěJWEBER
ĩGeľmaĄƊĪ

PB: ĈěĬ5ě

SB: ĈěĬ5ě

ūĬ APETERS
ĩGľeĄadaĪ

PB: ĈŢĬƓō

SB: 8ĈĬ5Ţ

ŢĬANADEEM
ĩPakiŅŞaĄĪ

PB: ĈūĬĈō

SB: 8œĬ4Ɠ

I amnothappĀwithmĀtechnique
tonightbut itgot the jobdone...
ThisstadiumisverĀspecial
because IcompetedhereatmĀ
firstOlĀmpicsandwongold.That
changedeverĀthingforme.”

NEERAJCHOPRA

Jaipur Jaipur
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F

Ly

mo»

2

WW)

AER

EF

aNma

4-4

”
a

BRIDD

Wile

3)

eiR

(&

B0)

PUPnon

InsoPa2

Php

-






