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THE INDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY, APRIL 8.2025

EXPRESS NETWORK

Rajasthan MPin CPI(M) ~ Day after Congress leader attended consecration,
Politburo the sole face from BJP leader sprinkles Ganga jal in Rajasthan temple

that it cannot even see us per
formung puja? Do only BJP lead- &
ers have the right over God? The
Chief Minister (Bhajan Lal
Sharmma) and the BJF state presi-
dent (Madan Rathore] should
dlanify whether they support the

staternent that temples should s actions. |
be washed with Gangajal when  Afua's acons "
Dialits visit them” Jully said. of BJP towards

Ram. this is my resofve.”
HAMZAKHAN Ahuyja, the farmer MLA from
Alwar's Ramgarh, went to the

North: Who is Amra Ram?  wew il o

such farmers movement. this A ROW erupted on Monday af-
time against 4 ke n electmaty  ter BIP leader and former MLA  said Sunday’s consecration cere-
ged  Gyandev Ahuja sprinkled  mony had some “Visarigati™(er-

it ror)as “those who challenged

HAMZAKHAN tanffs. that the UM managed Gy
JAIPUR. APRILT towan three seats 0 2008, Over  Gangaialing temple to “punify”it
= - the vears, thanks fo the (LM s followang a visit by Rajasthan’s  the existence of Lond Ram were
ON OTH ER j.ays ad\{‘nca(e agtanons Shekhawan wasaften  Leader of Opposition Tikaram  invited". He referred to the in-
> wﬁ% refared tas the “fal apu red s Jully a Dalit man. On theocca-  vited Congress leaders as “sin- Jully 15 a three-time MLA “Such rarlm
Jayan® {an Sing G " Rams Lok Sablfuwinaame sion of Ram Navami on Sunday. — ners and demons”. from Alwar Rural, having been  nat acceptablz |
dacotlet G’[(MJPbllmummemba' as tunes meacty fell mmplace The  fully had gone for the consacra- “Mandiron ko apavitra mar  Rajasthan’s Opposition elected in 2008, 2018and 2023, aety inthe
Congress havingdrawna bk non ceremony of 4 Ram temple  karo (Don't desecrate temples). l.eadu'mm'amm rght and is considered close to  not be con
the previos wo Lok Sablupolls  inAlwar's Apna Ghar Shalimar.  Thisisalord ShriRam templeat  Ram TempleonSunday.ixs Congress general seqretaryand  Does the Rajast
i former Union minister fitendra  state president of BJF &
Singh Before becomingan MLA.  this behaviour of th
leader? Will BJP 1ake 2

o Raastiuan feff three seats for Ahwja expressed his “strong  whose feet | have sprinkled :
e ; Sikar for the CPIM objecoon” to Jully's visit, saying  Gangajal Why Gangajal? Because
e among other demands Nagaur for Hanuman Benmwalof  that Jully is “anti-Hindutva™and ~ some impure people came.”  touchability, but the BIP's men-  he was Alwar Zila Pramukh in
i meRastrnva lodanmik Paryand  “ant-Sanatan”. During jully's  Askedabout ully hesaid, Twon't @ity is that beause|ama Dalit. ~ 2003-08. azainst its leader for ths dusgust-
Political journey Banswars for Rakumar Roat of  vasit, Ahuja said, *He should be  makemymouthdirtyorimpure  they are talking about washing ~ He was then appointed asa iz act?” Gehlot asked
Kam, 62 started our in sty the Bt Adnas Parry: ashamed He shouldcut hisnose by taking their names, jo bhi  the temple with Cangajal if |go ~ Minuster of State and grven mul- Dotasrasaid. “The heart ol B[P
5 dent polincs bécorming the stu- Amud an anu-BJP wave and dipitinabowlof water. ! honge(whoever thatmightbe)”  tothe temple. Thisisnotonlyan  tiple portfolios inthe third Ashok. 1= filled wath il-wall. hatred and
dent union president a Sikars— among & secuon of Jats,  wouldn't use the word boycott,  fully said, “The statement of  attack on my faith but also 2 Gehlot government (2018-23),  jealousy fowards Dalits. . The in-
7 Shi Kalyan College n 1978 Six - Sheknawan became its epicen- a5 it is Lord Shri Ram's temple,  senior BJP leader Shri Gyandev  statement promoting a crime  before being promoted as
yearsiiter e waselectedasthe e and Ram 2 fat imself and - bt will goand — hisimpurefeet  Ahuja is indicative of the BIP's  like untouchability.” Cabinet Minister for Social  actofformer BP MLAGyandey -
sapaich of Mundwar Gram  the (ongress redpedthe benefits.— which willland thereand hands — mentality towards Dalits. | had The Congress, meanwhile, Justice and Empowerment as  wards Tika Ram Jully s fughly
whichwilltouchtheidofs—Iwill - raised the voice of Dalitsinthe  announced a protestin all the ~ well as Jails in November 2021 condemnable. Be 1t a Dalw. a
Assemblyand talked aboutrun-  districtheadquarterson Tuesday. ~ Ahuja, whohasmotsinthe RS, farmer.awoman alabourer why
is also a three-nme MLA, fmm does‘thijP hate them samuch?”

sontheal-  AmraRam i

e al

sulting statement and diszusning

Panchayat, his birthplace.  The Congress threw its weight
7 Outside politics, he took an - befund Ram, with Congressstate o there tomormow and.
d  terestin kabaddy represenang  president Goving Singh Dotasra, Cangq,rafandpnyrotordsm ning a campaign against un- 'Dtxsn‘neBJPmreDalﬂssurTm
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